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IT’S TIME TO CELEBRATE OUR NATION’S
INDEPENDENCE DAY!
A SPECIAL SERVICE IS PLANNED FOR SUNDAY, JULY 7!
The Patriotic Prelude will begin at 9:00 a.m.
with a half-hour of patriotic music.
Pat Remer and her sister Chris Topper each playing a piano,
will lead us through an enjoyable musical tribute honoring God,
our country, and our leaders throughout America’s history.
Worship begins at 9:30 a.m. with a color guard procession!
Come and celebrate the USA through the words of our country’s early
leaders and GREAT music, with lots of singing! Invite neighbors, friends
and family! Refreshments served after worship!
“Proclaim liberty throughout all the land, unto all the inhabitants thereof”
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Pastor’s Perspectives
July, 2019
How the Psalms
Can Enrich our Lives and Faith
The Psalms are the hymnal and prayer book of
God’s people through the ages. About half of
them are attributed to King David. What inspired
David to write all these psalms?

resource “There’s a Psalm for That” directing you
where to look in the Psalms for different
purposes. I hope you find that helpful. As you
read the Psalms ask yourself “How does this
passage apply to my life?” and “What does this
Scripture tell me about who God is?” Reflecting
on this will help you grow closer to God.

Maybe you would like to write your own psalm. A
good place to start is with a
psalm of thanksgiving, expressing gratitude to God for
David’s early years were spent as a shepherd.
something he has done in your
Spending many hours in nature, with God and
life. First describe a past probsheep for company, prompted David to talk to
lem, then recount how God has
God directly. God became David’s constant
companion. Praying to God became very natural helped you through that problem, and finish by expressing
to David. Some of those prayers were written
down and have been prayed by God’s people for your thanks to God. For a
Rev. Marla L. Amborn
couple of good examples of
over 3,000 years.
this type of psalm see Psalm
9 and 30.
In the Psalms we can see that David had very
honest conversations with God. He wasn’t afraid
to tell God when he was mad at God or unhappy Maybe you feel close to God in nature. So, take
time to be with God in nature. Go for walks in the
about something or to ask directly for what he
needed from God. For example, Psalm 4 begins woods or spend time at the lake. Take pictures of
“Answer me when I call, O God of my right! You beautiful scenes. Or sketch them. Or carve them.
Or paint them. You could bring your Bible and
gave me room when I was in distress. Be
gracious to me, and hear my prayer.” David is not read some of the psalms that praise God’s good
creation – like Psalm 8 or 19 or 104. Or pray your
afraid to ask God to respond to his prayer.
own prayer of praise to God for his marvelous
David got to know God on a personal level. With creation.
God as his constant companion, David observed
God’s characteristics and often reflected on them As you are preparing for worship on Sunday
morning, you might find it helpful to read from
in psalms. In Psalm 9 David describes God this
way “But the Lord sits enthroned forever, he has Psalms 121-134 – a different ones each week.
These psalms were written to prepare people’s
established his throne for judgment. He judges
hearts for worship.
the world with righteousness; he judges the
peoples with equity” (Psalm 9:7-8). Noticing
The Psalms are a real treasure for us as God’s
God’s righteousness brought David closer to
people. It is my prayer that as you interact with
God.
the Psalms that they draw you closer to God.
David provides a good example of how to talk
with God. We might as well be honest, since God In Christ’s service,
Pastor Marla
knows what’s on our hearts and in our minds.
David’s direct approach is a model we can follow
in our prayer lives. As David notices God’s
characteristics and reflects on them in the
Pastor on vacation
Psalms, his words give us deeper understanding
of who God is and how he relates to us.
Pastor Marla will be on vacation July 22-28. PasThis summer I encourage you to spend time in
tor Mark Gruner will respond to pastoral care
the Psalms. A psalm a day is a quick devotion,
emergencies. Pastor Mark’s contact number is
but gives you something meaningful to reflect on. 612-393-4655
A little later in this newsletter you’ll find a

Parish Care Team –
Seeking New Members

July Worship

Summertime is a great time to worship God! We have
some special worship services planned in July that
you won’t want to miss as our summer sermon series
on the Psalms continues.
July 7 – Patriotic Worship Service
“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord!”
(Psalm 33) Celebrate our nation’s independence as
Pat Remer and her sister Chris Topper provide inspiring patriotic piano music. Come early! The patriotic
prelude begins at 9:00 followed by worship at 9:30.
Naomi Circle will serve treats during coffee hour.
July 14 – Outdoor Worship Service and Picnic at
the Almelund Museum Grounds
“Oh Lord, our God, how majestic is your name in all
the earth…” So begins Psalm 8 which celebrates
God’s great creation. God’s creative genius is on full
display in the summer. Come and worship in the great
outdoors, enjoying God’s glorious creation. Perry
Lindberg will provide Model T rides from the church
parking lot to the Almelund Museum grounds and
back. Bring a dish to pass for the congregational potImmanuel Connection
luck that follows – bring a cooler to keep cold things
cold or a crock pot to keep hot things hot. It will be a
Connect with others from Immanuel through the
fun chance to come together for outdoor worship and
Immanuel Connection! Come for coffee, pie, lunch,
fellowship (weather permitting).
whatever you’d like. The most important part is the
fellowship. People of all ages are welcome. Through- July 21 – Healing Service
God, the Good Shepherd, leads us beside still waters,
out the summer the schedule will be:
restores our souls, and anoints our head with oil. We
July 27, 1 PM - Family Restaurant
can all use a little healing in body or soul. Psalm 23
(the old Perkins), North Branch
invites us to enter into the healing that only God can
August 17, 1 PM - Kaffe Stuga, Harris
provide. We’ll worship in the sanctuary, with a time
for individual healing prayers, anointing with oil, and
We hope to see you there!
lighting candles in the sand cross. The Immanuel
Hosted by Immanuel’s Parish Care Team
Worship Band will provide soothing and inspiring
music. This healing worship service is hosted by the
Parish Care Team.
RELAY FOR LIFE The 2019 Chisago
County Relay for Life is quickly approaching. It
July 28 – A Song of Happiness
will be held on Sat, Aug 3rd from 3-10 pm at
Pastor Mark Gruner, recently retired pastor from
the outlet mall in North Branch.
Spring Lake Lutheran, will lead worship while Pastor
We will be selling luminaries after church
Marla is on vacation. Our summer sermon series on
on July 14, 21 and 28 and dedicating the lumithe Psalms will focus on Psalm 146 – A Song of
naries we have sold on July 28th. This is how
Happiness. We will be dedicating the Luminaries that
our team, Illuminated Immanuel raises funds.
have been sold for the the Relay for Life that day and
We will also be serving coffee on July 28th.
the Relay team will be serving coffee as a fundraiser
New members are always welcome to join
for this year’s Relay for Life.
the team or just stop by the event to support
The Relay takes place on August 3,
those of us who have had cancer and to re3-10pm, at NB Outlet Mall. All are
member those who are no longer with us.
encouraged to come.
Thank you for your support! For info contact Jeske Noordergraaf @ 651-775-1233
or jnoordergraaf@yahoo.com
The Parish Care Team provides caring ministry
to members of Immanuel in many ways:
personal visits, phone calls, cards, mailing care
packages to college students and those the
military, hosting special worship services at
Immanuel and at local nursing homes, and
occasionally hosting workshops on various
topics of interest.
We are seeking to add some new members. In
the fall there will be the opportunity for new
members to be trained here at Immanuel by
ELCA Deacon, Jerry Dufeck. Please think and
pray about whether you might be willing to serve
in this way. We especially need to add some
men to the team and women are certainly
welcome as well. If you are interested or have
questions about it, contact Pastor Marla or Judy
Nelson.

Vacation Bible School
VBS – Who Is My Neighbor?
Immanuel’s Vacation Bible School is set!
Mark your calendars for VBS - August 12- 15,
2019, 5:30- 7:30 PM.
We will be kicking off Vacation Bible School
with a community BBQ on Monday, August
12th.
Back by popular demand will be the
Teddy Bear Band!

IMMANUEL
SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE:
Worship begins at 9:30am in the
Sanctuary. Children are welcomed in
church for worship now that Sunday
School is over for the season.
Thank you to families for bringing your
children to Immanuel’s Sunday School!
Invite your friends & neighbors to come to
church with you this summer, too!

† CHURCH NURSERY MINISTRY:
The Nursery Volunteers are done for the
summer. The nursery is open for families to use
any Sunday! We’re stocked up with toys and
eager for young visitors. We hope to see lots of
children this summer in worship!
-Pastor Marla

CONGRATULATIONS TO
MEMBERS WHO RECEIVED
CHURCH SCHOLARSHIPS ON
JUNE 2!

Each night there will be music, art, games,
Bible stories and other activities.
What a fun and meaningful way to for the
kids in your life to learn about God!
All are welcome – ages 3 through grade 5.
They need not be members of Immanuel to
participate. So, invite friends, relatives, and
neighbors to be part of it.
Daily Schedule:
5:30- Supper served by service groups
6:00- 7:30- VBS Activities
Volunteers are welcome and needed for many
activities. We would love to have your help!
Contact: Dana Johnson (651-357-6575) or Liz
Sandberg (612-710-0694) if interested.

Ada Ogren - Matt Blomquist
Irene Hasselquist - Mikayla Johnson
Ray & Dory Johnson - Greta Lindberg
Applications for Scholarships are available
each Spring for those going on to education
past High School. The next Deadline is April
30, 2020.

If you have questions about the Immanuel
Youth Group, please call Youth Leaders:
Jason & DeeAnn Fredlund, 651-465-6130
If you have questions about Confirmation
call Pastor Marla, 651-315-3354

IMMANUEL YOUTH GROUP
MISSION TRIP TO ST. LOUIS, MO!

It is always so hard to bring back what transpires on a mission
trip. Dee and I had the absolute privilege to be a part of and witness to
the young adults of Immanuel stepping out of their comfort zones,
loving on, helping and truly being the hands and feet of God to the
residents of the city of St. Louis. Inner city life is a vast difference to
what we have here at home.
Up early and to bed late………… Day after day was spent
endlessly playing for hours with kids, folding clothes, working in a
soup kitchen, packing diapers and baby wipes for homeless shelters
and drug rehabilitation centers. Playing countless games of kick ball,
letting their hair be styled, giving endless hugs and piggy back rides. Picking up
garbage around a school, games of tag and hide and seek. Talking about God with
kids and adults they met. Spending a couple hours in a school garden in prayer and
devotion for the city of St. Louis. Through it all, their enthusiasm, compassion and
love for others less fortunate then themselves never wavered the entire trip.
Several hours were spent in prayer, devotion and worship with the other group of 47 kids and 6 adults from Illinois. It is so powerful to watch 54 young adults, arms draped
over one another rocking back and forth singing and praising
God.
The theme for the week was Storyline - No matter how
small or big your effort or gift is, what matters is that you did
something and the impact could be endless. Your story is part
of a much bigger one in ways you can never imagine. We
learned about prejudice from two excellent speakers and built
friendships with the other group.
There was time for fun and games away too! On the way
down, (having NO CLUE) they humored a huge Buddy Holly, Big Bopper and
Richie Valens fan stopping at Clearwater IA to see the crash site memorial. Friday morning, we took them up 630 feet in the St. Louis Arch. After, we headed
for home but split our drive up and drove to Burlington IA. There the kids
played in a water park and raced go carts. 1600 miles was put on the 15passenger van.
Dee and I could not be prouder of the young adults in our youth group. We
are truly blessed by each and every one of them.
A very heat felt thank you from Dee and I to the parents, friends and
members of Immanuel for supporting our mission trips, youth
program and letting us be a part of it.
God’s peace, Jason and Dee

Jason & Dee Fredlund,
ILC Youth Directors
651-465-6130

Prayer Chain

SING, SEW, STITCH!
SUNSHINE SINGERS SCHEDULE No Sunshine Singer activities are scheduled in July
IMMANUEL QUILTERS SEWING DAY Immanuel quilters will meet 10am-3pm, Tuesday, July
16! Great potluck at noon! Everyone welcome,
no experience required! Friends provided!
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY The Prayer Shawl
ministry will be meeting on July 17 at 1:30 in the
Fireside room. There will be no meeting July 3.

Immanuel’s Circle Meetings

Naomi Circle - Tuesday, July 9, 9:30am
Hostess is June McKenzie. Meet at church
Sarah Circle - No info
TOO GOOD NOT TO SHARE…
Toffee Apple Turnover Pie
by Pat Remer

Filling:
1 1/2 cups sliced peeled apples (2 small)
1 Tbsp. Gold Medal all-purpose flour
1/2 cup English toffee bits
1 egg, beaten
1 Tbsp. sugar
1. Heat oven to 375°. Line cookie sheet with
rim or jelly roll pan, with cooking parchment
paper or foil. Make a single crust pastry.
Shape pastry into flattened round on lightly
floured surface, roll into 12” inch circle, 1/8
inch thick. Place on cookie sheet.
2. Toss apples and flour in medium bowl.
Mound apple mixture on half of pastry to
within 3/4 inch of edge. Sprinkle with toffee
bits. Fold pastry in half over apple mixture.
Fold 1/2 inch of sealed edge of pastry over
and firmly press with tines of a fork around
edge to seal. Brush top of turnover with egg.
Cut three slits, 1 inch long, in top to vent
steam. Sprinkle top with sugar.
3. Bake 30-40 minutes or until golden brown.
Immediately remove from cookie sheet to
serving plate. Cool 30 minutes before cutting.

The apostle, Paul writes: “Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
(Philippians 4:6-7)
If you have a prayer request contact Judy Nelson
our prayer chain leader by calling her at
651-674-5920 or by emailing her at
jlnelson62@centurylink.net.
If you would like to be a member of the prayer
chain to pray for others when needs arise, let
Judy know. You can be contacted either by
phone or email. We welcome new prayer chain
members!
There is power in prayer. When whole groups of
people pray for someone, God responds to those
prayers in amazing ways. Praying for
one another is a meaningful way to be
community with one another as we
bring one another’s cared to God.
Immanuel’s prayer chain is an
important part of our ministry of caring.

Thank you!
A thank you note from the heart….My prayer
shawl is beautiful. It’s easy to say “thank you,”
but harder to let you know just how much your
thoughtfulness was appreciated. Hope you
realize that this gratitude comes from the
heart. Thank you
Gary VandeKamp
Dear Immanuel Quilters
Thank you for the Wedding Shower Gift. We
love the quilt! Thank you all so much for sharing
this with us. It is nice to think that maybe my
Grandma Bernie Pearson, a member of the
group helped to make this one.
Thank you, Beth Tolzmann and Austin Damm
(Beth’s grandmother Bernice Pearson died on May 30th.)

DID YOU KNOW? 70 quilts were delivered in
June to the Lutheran World Relief office! Thanks
to Dave Rue for loading them up and to Martin
and Martha Strecker for delivering them! Thank
you to the quilting group for your hard work and
to Martha for her leadership.

LUTHER POINT
BIBLE CAMP!

BEGA KWA BEGA
This past January, the Scholarship & Education
Working Group of the Iringa Committee
challenged St. Paul Area Synod congregations to
"raise the roof" for the students at Mtera
Secondary School, one of the schools of the
Iringa Diocese. Our goal was to raise $16,500
by June 1 to roof this building one iron sheet at a
time. We asked you to help us meet this goal by
purchasing iron sheets that cost $15 each,
including rivets and labor.
Thanks to the generosity of seven SPAS congregations that took on this challenge, we have
raised $11,726, which means we have about
$4,774 to go.
Can you imagine eating your meals, taking a
test, or studying in a building without a roof?
That's the current reality for students at Mtera
Secondary School. The working group has determined not to release any of the funds for the roof
until we can pay for entire roof and we're so
close. Together, we can do this. We only need to
buy 318 iron sheets to meet our goal. How many
iron sheets will you contribute to help us provide
a roof for these kids at Mtera Secondary School?
Individual gifts can be given online or checks
can be mailed to Greg Triplett c/o St. Paul Area
Synod - ELCA , 105 University Ave W, St Paul,
MN 55103. Whichever way you give, be sure to
indicate donations are for "Raise the Roof Mtera."
Asante sana! Many Thanks!
-Lynda
The Rev. Lynda Thompson, Chair
- Scholarship & Education Working Group

Summer Camp Registration is Open!
Luther Point offers camps for all people and ages. Visit the website to learn more and to
register or check out the brochures on the
table in the gathering area at church.
Visit www.lutherpoint.org
Amazon Wish List
Luther point needs your help in donating a couple of items! These items range from arts and
craft supplies to garden supplies and
linens for our retreat center. Please take a moment to visit our Amazon wish list to see how
you can help! Go to Amazon.com and search
“Luther Point” in the list search option.
Mark Your Calendar! Sunday, August 11,
11:00 a.m. LUTHER POINT BIBLE CAMP’S
31ST ANNUAL SUMMER CELEBRATION
AND AUCTION! Donate quilts, craft items, gift
baskets, gift cards, outings, vacations, time
shares, and more to raise money at this special
auction for Luther Point!
(715) 689-2347
info@lutherpoint.org
www.LutherPoint.org
Contact Luther Point if you have questions
or want to speak about a donation!

Don’t be afraid of
the future,
God is already there!

Bible Study Opportunities at Immanuel:
Scriptural Text Bible Study Tuesday “Text Time,” We have ended our Studies for the
summer!
Bible Studies with Jim, Sundays at 10:30 am We are finished for the summer and will pick up
where we left off next fall with our New Testament study! Hope to see you then!
Men’s Bible Study is done until Fall When we will be studying first and second Corinthians.
Plan to join us on Thursdays at 9:00 in the fireside room at Immanuel!

Community Events
Immanuel’s FOOD SHELF COLLECTION
the first Sunday each month in the grocery
basket in the Narthex for the area food shelves.
Bring in your non-perishable food donations for
our neighbors in need! June 3 Mylo brought
49lbs of food to the local Foodshelf!
July Bread Day is Fri., July 12, 3:30 at the Amador
Town Office (old fire barn.) For a small donation
come and pick up a few loaves to help the budget!

The Almelund Farmers Market began
it's 12th Season at Rod's Country
Corner in May!

Come Friday afternoons from 3-6:00pm and
check out the local items...produce, garden
plants, home-made breads and goodies! New
vendors are encouraged and welcomed to join in
this fun community get-together. If interested,
contact Pat Remer or Gina Sapp.
ALMELUND NIGHTS ON THE TOWN! Celebrate summer with an old-fashioned community get-together Fridays: July 5, August 2 &
30! From 6-7pm music provided by INTERSTATE BAND at Triangle Park! Bring your lawn
chairs, blankets, and picnic supper. Don’t want
to cook? Try these: Fresh made pizza or subs
from Rod’s Country Corner or Sausage on a
stick and root beer floats from Almelund Mercantile. Come early from 3-6pm to shop the FARMERS MARKET at Rod’s. Take a stroll through
the Amador Heritage Center! Don’t miss a
thing—come to Almelund, “The busiest small
town in Minnesota!” BRING A FRIEND!
SEE EVENT POSTERS IN OUR NARTHEX!

THE FRIENDS OF AMADOR HERITAGE
MUSEUM NEEDS YOU! We are seeking locals,
young and old to share ideas and promote the
unique treasures we have here in Almelund. You
can sign up at Susie’s store (the Almelund
Mercantile) or call Natalee at 651-257-5630.

Sharon Thiel is extending the invitation to you to join her at the Eagles’
Healing Nest in Sauk Center on July
16th, 2019. Speak to Sharon about the details but You will be invited to stay for a meal at
5:00 p.m. See this special place for our
veterans! Last summer Sharon collected CDs
for Veterans—she got A LOT of CDs—she will
be delivering some of them to this location!
NOW
COLLECTING
DVDs FOR
VETS!
Because Sharon
was so successful in
her collection of CDs she has decided to collect
DVD movies! If you have a DVD that a veteran
of any age would like to see please bring it to
the donation box at church by July 14th! Sharon will deliver DVDs and DVD players to facilities who take care of Vets along with the CDs
this summer. Sharon can answer your
questions!
Bring your aluminum drink cans to
church for recycling on the First Sunday of each
month! Raise money for church and save the
world! Children are encouraged to get involved
in this project, too! Tell your neighbors to save
cans for you to collect for church.
River Valley Christian Women’s Connection
invites all women to
“Mayhem, Memories and Miracles”
11:30 LUNCHEON, on MON., JULY 15
at Church of St. Joseph, 255 10th Ave,
Osceola, Wi. $12 at door
Reservation deadline: noon Tuesday, July 9.
Call Shirley,715-755 2656 or text, 715-338-1473
Special Feature is “Preserving the smiles of our
precious photos”, by Kathy Povonly,
Music: Amy Pung
Speaker: Delores Liesner,
“From Mayhem to Miracles
-Finding Purpose Despite an Abusive Past”
Mylo Lundquist brought in a report from Family
Pathways Food Shelf! We donated 49 lbs of nonperishable food to the Food Shelf on Jun. 3, 2019!
Thank you, Mylo, for your help in getting it to our
friends who need it!

Blessing Bags!
– They’re Back!
Last year our congregation participated in the ELCA’s
God’s Work Our Hands program by packing blessing
bags for homeless and others in need. It was a great way
to make a difference for those in need in our area. This
year we’re going to do a similar project and focus primarily on kids and families. There are a surprisingly
large number of children who have to make their own
meals when they’re not at school. We’ll prepare bags
that can be sent home from school with the kids on
weekends and also help with basic school supplies,
clothing, books and toys. We’re telling you early so you
can shop the sales!

Our worship time on September 22 will be held in the
fellowship hall where everyone can participate. We will
be gathering and assembling Blessing Bags and giving
them to local organizations like Family Pathways, The
Refuge, and schools to give to those who need them
most. Each will include a hand-made cards with good
wishes.

Kid’s Stuff
Back packs
Lunch boxes
School supplies
Notebooks
Paperback books
Colored pencils
Small toys
Family Items –
for Adults and Children
Underwear, socks, PJs
Gloves, hats, mittens, scarves
Clothing
Women’s hygiene supplies
Diapers
Toiletries
Deodorant
Comb or brush
Multi-purpose wipes
Chapstick
Band Aids
Card Making
Supplies
Heavy paper
Stickers
Stampers
Pictures

DVD’s for Veterans!

In preparation, we invite you to contribute items to put in
the blessing bags including:
Food Kids Can Easily Prepare at Home Such As…
SpaghettiOs
Macaroni and cheese
Canned soup
Canned Chicken or Tuna
Instant oatmeal
Peanut butter
Hot Cocoa
Beef Jerky sticks
Pudding cups
Apple sauce
Nuts
Cookie or cracker snack packs
Individually wrapped candy

What NOT to Bring
Liquids such as mouthwash or hand sanitizer
Anything with alcohol in it
Anything that can melt
Sticky candy
Used clothing or toys – new only please

There will be a box in the Gathering Area to drop
off your donated items. Please bring them to
church by September 15. We are applying for
Thrivent funds to help purchase materials to supplement items that are donated.
Plan to be a part of it on September 22. We’ll
dedicate the blessing bags later that same day at a
MiChiLu worship service and share our experience with fellow Lutherans in neighboring
churches. Come be part of this service project,
doing God’s work with our hands!

World Hunger – Check needs to be sent off before June 30 to be doubled.
Memorial Scholarships – Scholarships were
Church Council Minutes
awarded at the June 2nd worship service.
June 17, 2019
Stewardship – Faith talks continue. Positive
feedback has been received.
Meeting was called to order by President Steve Youth – The Youth are back from their mission
Peterson @ 7:05 pm.
trip to St. Louis. They will be giving a presentaPresent: Steve Peterson, Diane Rothe, Perry
tion on their experience.
Lindberg, John Sandberg Pastor Marla, Dana
Property Committee – Building Maintenance
Johnson, Marty Johnson, Dave Rue
fund paid the additional $200 water bill. Jake
Palmer is the new contact person for the commuMSP to approve May Council Minutes.
nity well.
Pastor Marla led devotions.
The lower portion of the front steps will begin
soon and with a request to have them completed
OLD BUSINESS
before VBS – August 12th.
Vacation Bible School – Review progress. DaA new air conditioner was installed and fluid
na met with the Service groups and meal planadded to the other unit.
ning has been set. We have received two gener- Fund raising – Dave Rue sold the aluminum
ous Thrivent Action Grants. One for the Commu- cans that were in the garage.
nity BBQ/Teddy Bear Band to be used for advertising and food, the other for VBS crafts and
Communion and Secure Offering
snacks.
July 7 – Dave Rue, Perry Lindberg and Dana
MiChiLu group welcomed the idea for the Empty Johnson
Bowl Dinner. The meeting on the 12th of June
July 21 – Marty Johnson, Steve Peterson, and
was postponed and will be rescheduled. Dana
John Sandberg
and Liz are meeting next week.
Website update – Jarrod should have the web- Respectfully submitted,
site up and running within the week.
Dana Johnson
Year of renewal – Working on surveys. We have
received over 40. Team is meeting tomorrow
HANDICAPPED/SENIOR
night. The team would like to learn what is going
PARKING SPACES IN THE
on through one on one meetings. The goal:
UPPER, NORTH PARKING LOT.
Where is God calling us?
Property Committee has designated spaces in
the north lot to be reserved for handicapped
NEW BUSINESS
parking and seniors.
Guys & Dolls – A recommendation made by
Safe access on level sidewalk from the
Gwen Swenson to charter a bus to take to the
north
lot to the elevator is past the large front
Guthrie to see the play Guys and Dolls as Lori
doors on the front of the church through the
Lundquist (daughter of Mylo and Irene) is the
stage manager. The bus would cost $30 and the ground level access door.
Please leave these spaces near the church
price of the tickets are $40-$65. After discussion,
for
those
who need them. Parking is available in
it was the cost was too prohibitive to get a bus.
All agreed to place it in the newsletter and bulle- the parsonage lot across from the church as well
tin, if anyone is interested in carpooling down to as on the street. Thanks so much.
the Guthrie contact the Church office.
A New Christian Flag is flying in
front of the church in memory of
REPORTS
brothers Roy and Lloyd Johnson.
Financial Report – MSP. Motion made to trans-Sharon Swanson
fer $4,000 from reserves to make it through to
the next board meeting. MMA
We have not received the final disbursement
for the Linda Mae Alcott Estate. Pastor is following up on this action item.
Church Council Minutes

There’s a Psalm for That!
As our sermons and worship each week tap into the Psalms, we are spending our summer dwelling in the
hymns and prayers of God’s people throughout the ages. In the Psalms, people bring the concerns of their
heart to God. The Psalms span the full range of human emotion from great joy to deep lament. They address
the relationship between God’s people and God – from praise and thanksgiving to frustration and anger.
They give us the words to say when we don’t know what to pray – such as David’s great prayer of confession following his sin with Bathsheba, as found in Psalm 51.
Over the summer, as we are focusing on the Psalms in worship, I encourage you to read the Psalms during
your personal devotional time. Most of us are familiar with the 23rd Psalm and maybe a few others, but there
are 150 of them! Should you read them in order, or where would you look to find Psalms that fit your prayer
needs at a given time? When I was in seminary, I took a course on the Psalms. One of the most useful things
that came from that course was a listing, classifying the psalms by type. I’ve made some adjustments to that
and share it with you today to guide your exploration of the Psalms.
Psalms for Life Events

When Leaving Home: 27, 121
To find one's spouse: 32, 38, 70, 71, 72, 82, 121, 124
Psalms for Weddings: 19, 34, 112, 121, 128
To have children: 20, 102, 103
When traveling on a journey: 91
For a favorable judgement: 7, 35, 93
For success: 57, 112, 122
For a Livelihood: 34, 65, 67, 85, 104, 121, 136, 144, 145
When In Trouble: 2; 6, 31, 34, 37, 38, 40, 139
For Death And Dying: 23, 90, 100, 102, 103, 121

Psalms for Healing

For General Remedy: 16, 32, 41, 42, 59, 77, 90, 105, 137,
150,
When praying for an individual who is ill: 20, 6, 9, 13, 16,
17, 18, 22, 23, 28, 30, 31, 32, 33, 37, 38, 39, 41, 49, 55, 56,
69, 86, 88, 89, 90, 91, 102, 103, 104, 107, 116, 118, 142,
143, and 148.
For Recovery from Illness: 6, 10, 13, 20, 22, 23, 30, 32, 38,
41, 51, 86, 88, 91, 102, 103, 121, 130, 142, 143

In Our Relationship with God

When Tempted: 1, 73, 101, 110, 139
When We Sin: 6, 32, 38, 51, 90, 139
For Lack of Faith: 42, 73, 78
When Needing Prayer: 4, 6, 20, 22, 25, 42, 51
Heaven: 84, 87, 122
Trust: 3, 25, 91, 121, 125, 131
Complaints: 5, 7, 9, 10, 13, 17, 22, 55, 63, 70, 77

Wisdom Psalms

1, 32, 37, 49, 73, 78, 112, 119, 127, 128, 133

Psalms for the Nation and World

43, 46, 47, 67, 76, 79, 80, 83, 93, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 130

When Seeking God’s Help and Guidance

When Needing God's Guidance: 16, 19, 139
For Help in Times of Need: 16, 20, 25, 26, 38, 54, 70, 71,
80, 81, 83, 85, 86, 87, 102, 130
When Needing God’s Protection: 27, 62, 91, 23, 86, 121,
139, 142,145
During Times of Distress: 20, 22, 69, 150
When Afraid: 27, 56
When Anxious: 46, 55, 102
When Disaster Threatens: 18, 34, 91, 121
When Discouraged: 23, 37, 42, 55, 90
When Facing a Crisis: 34, 46, 118, 121
When Friends Fail: 27, 35

Psalms for Various Moods

When Needing Inward Peace: 37, 85
When in Sadness and Sorrow: 40, 42, 43, 51, 88
When Weary: 6, 27, 55, 60, 90
Psalms of Comfort: 23
Psalms of Deliverance: 31, 41, 54, 85, 120, 126, 142
Psalms of Hope and Confidence: 123

Psalms of Praise

29, 33, 68, 100, 111, 113, 114, 115,117, 134, 135, 139, 145,
146, 147, 148, 149, 150

God’s Good Creation
8, 19, 65, 104, 148

Psalms of Thankfulness

9, 18, 21, 25, 26, 38, 54, 65, 81, 84, 85, 86, 87, 92, 95, 100,
102, 103, 116, 124, 130, 136, 142, 147

HELP US KEEP TRACK OF YOUR COMINGS AND GOINGS!
Please let the office know if you have changes in your contact information! We try hard to keep
track of where to send the newsletter, emails and cell phone numbers and want you to be aware of
all that is happening at Immanuel. We also want to know of other events such as marriages, new
babies, etc. plus if you are going into the hospital or are ill! We are here for you! Merrie Tolzmann,
ILC Admin. Asst. Church office—651-583-2340 or email me at imcal@frontiernet.net

One-on-One
Listening Sessions
Over the summer our Year of Renewal Team is
meeting one-on-one with people from our congregation for individual listening sessions. These
are opportunities to build relationships and share
your thoughts on Immanuel, how things are going, your hopes and fears and dreams about our
future as God’s people at Almelund. We care
about what you have to say and are eager to
hear from you. What have you noticed? What do
you find meaningful? What do you wish were different? Where do you see God at work? If you
would like to participate in a one-on-one session,
let anyone on our Year of Renewal Team know.
The team includes Royce Chinander, Lynn
Schultz, Linda Mielke, Alison Sood, Diane Rothe,
John Sandberg and Pastor Marla. Each one-onone session is scheduled at a time and place that
is comfortable and convenient for you. It’s a
chance for you to help shape the future of God’s
work at Immanuel.

What’s your ministry?
WELCA Daily Grace

Each one of us has a ministry in our daily lives.
We have been blessed in a variety of ways.
How can we share our blessings with others?
What might be your ministry of affirmation?
Making hospital calls? Offering a “mom’s day
out”? Might you visit a nursing home, provide a
meal for a family in crisis, read a book to a
home-bound person, bake bread for a soup
kitchen, drive someone to a doctor’s appointment, offer to grocery shop for someone who
can’t? Make a list of the things you like to do.
You may well have gifts you didn’t realize could
be a blessing to others! This message is
adapted from “Blessed to Be a Blessing” written
by Kathy J. Magnus in the January 1992 issue
of Lutheran Woman Today (now Gather)

Summer Stewardship
“Let us not give up meeting together, as
some are in the habit of doing…”
Hebrews 10:25
The old song goes “Summer time and livin’ is
easy.” Warm weather, vacations, no school, golf,
fishing, hiking, swimming, relaxing, less hectic
schedules … all seem to define summer time.
Thankfully our Lord never takes a vacation
from blessing us with his abundant love, gracious
gifts, and providential care. The Psalmist writes
about our Heavenly Father, “He who watches
over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. The
Lord watches over you ... the Lord is your shade
at your right hand.” (Psalm 121:4-5). The Lord’s
care is ongoing. God never tires of caring for us.
Summer presents God’s people with numerous opportunities to be good stewards of his
many gifts. We care for the wonderful world God
has given us when we are outdoors. We treasure
the important relationships we enjoy as we spend
time with loved ones. Also, we use wisely the
material blessings he gives us.
There is great temptation during the summer
months to neglect the most precious of all our
Lord’s gifts, His holy Word and Sacraments offered in worship. As many other responsibilities
are taken more lightly in the relaxed atmosphere
of summer living, so, too, are we tempted to take
lightly the spiritual aspect of our lives. Vacation
plans and recreational activities often replace
worship. And we diminish in the stewardship of
our Christian faith by letting worldly things take
precedence over God in our lives.
In response to our Lord for his grace and mercy, may we place him first in all our summer
plans and activities, allowing adequate time for
worship, Bible reading, meditation, and prayer.
May we be good stewards of God’s rich blessings. May we all continue to support the mission
and ministries of our church with our regular
tithes and offerings given from thankful hearts,
even when we are away from home.
Blessings on your stewardship journey!
Your Stewardship Committee

MiChiLu
– Upcoming Meetings and Events
For the last year or so Immanuel has been partnering
with four other local ELCA congregations to do ministry together - First Lutheran in Taylor’s Falls,
Chisago Lakes Lutheran in Center City, Trinity in
Lindstrom, and Zion in Chisago. Our common name
is MiChiLu – for Mid-Chisago Lutherans. There are
lots of MiChiLu events coming up. Check it out and
see what you might like to be part of. Mark the dates
on your calendar. You can help plan, host or attend
any of these events. Some are planned and ready to
go, others are in process and you’re welcome to be
part of that process! We’ve got a lot going on! Come
and be part of this coalition of the willing. We’re
stronger together!
Thursday, July 11, 7 pm @ Immanuel, Almelund Planning meeting for the Empty Bowls fundraiser.
This fundraiser is part of Immanuel's final night of
summer VBS which is Thursday, August 15. As the
kids spend the week learning “Who’s My Neighbor”
we come together as neighboring churches to raise
money for hungry neighbors through local food
shelves. Each congregation is being asked to bring a
large pot of soup, at least 3 items for a silent auction,
and to help with advertising. Can you help host?
Tuesday, July 16, 12:30-2:30 @ First Evangelical,
Taylors Falls – Collaboration meeting. These meetings are a great way to get an overall sense of the
things that MiChiLu is working on! You’re welcome
to come and be part of it. You don't have to tell anyone you're coming, just come, and invite others, too!
Wednesday, July 17, 6:30 – 7 pm @ The park in
Lindstrom - Harmony in the Park Christian Bluegrass band Monroe Crossing is performing at "Faith
Night" in the Harmony in the Park series. Come and
enjoy the music.
Thursday, August 15, 5:30 – 7 pm Empty Bowls
fundraiser for local food shelves @ Immanuel, Almelund Come help make soup, donate auction items,
help host or eat a soup supper for a good cause.

Sunday, September 22, 4:30-6:30 pm God's Work,
Our Hands Sunday - Dinner & combined worship
at Trinity, Lindstrom - Want to help with dinner or
worship or something else? Or just come!
Tuesday, October 1, 12:30-2:30 pm @ First Lutheran, Taylors Falls - Collaboration meeting. Come and learn what’s going on and help plan
upcoming MiChiLu events.
Sunday, October 27, 5 pm Beer & Hymns at the
Uncommon Loon! Over 100 people came to the first
Beer & Hymns in June. Doesn't this sound like a fun
way to celebrate Reformation Sunday? You may
bring food in, have it delivered, or there will probably be a food truck there. You do not have to drink
beer, (but if you're of age, you certainly may). Come
sing your favorite hymns with friends!
Tuesday, November 19, 6:30 pm, The amazing
African National Choir will be performing at
Chisago Lake, Center City. The cost is $250 and
could be shared by several sponsoring churches.
Saturday, November 30, 2-4pm First Lutheran in
Taylors’ Falls will again be hosting MiChiLu's Getting Ready for Jesus/Advent Celebration. Great
fun last year! Want to help staff this wonderful afternoon during the Lighting Festival? Or come, bring
the kids or grandkids, and start your advent with a
fun Christian event.

WORDS OF INSPIRATION!
“Seek his will in all you do, and he will
direct your paths.”
Proverbs 3:6 NLT
“If you need wisdom—if you want to know
what God wants you to do
—ask him and he will gladly tell you.”
James 1:5 NLT

Help Support the summer
youth program at Christ Lutheran
Church on Capitol Hill, a Hmong
congregation in St. Paul. You can purchase
Sunday, August 18, 11 am Steeple fundraiser @
fresh, frozen EGG ROLLS, $15/dozen. AuthenFirst Lutheran, Taylors Falls. They will be serving tic, tasty and for a great cause! Place your
hot dogs & sweet corn. Enjoy a quick meal while
order and they will be delivered in one week to
helping support the steeple project.
our church! Call/Text Mary Kaye Ashely at 612532-7083. (Mary Kaye is the pastor at First
Lutheran in Taylors Falls.)

VBS AT IMMANUEL IS AUGUST 12-15! 5:30-7:30 PM
August 12, Community BBQ and the Teddy Bear Band will be here!
Invite your family, friends & neighbors to come with you!

June

Please let the office know of errors or
omissions on this list.

As you celebrate your
Birthday, remember to celebrate
your Spiritual Birthday each year.
1-Carl Abbott, Joyce SellmanLight a candle to remember your Baptism.
Mizejewski
2-Steve Sellman
7-Gary Weness
22-Julie Abrahamson, Elizabeth Hays
9-Lynn Carlson, Kelsey Larson
24-Robert Nelson
11-Scott Lundquist, Trent Johnson,
26-Jennifer Oknich, Henry Wyandt
Dunken Buckingham
27-Zachary Wendel, Wayne Johnson,
13-Lori Lundquist
Bridgit Olson
14-Jennifer Rambow
29-Dana Mary Johnson
16-Dan Pearson
30-Tony Koran
17-Jody Johson
31-Ranae Schuttpelz
21-Sharon Swanson

MEMBER NOTES:
We extend our Christian Love and Sympathy to the family and
friends of Bernice Pearson. She died on Thurs., May 30, with her celebration of life service on June 13. Please pray for comfort, strength and
peace.
CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO MR. AUSTIN AND
MRS. ELIZABETH (Tolzmann) DAMM! The happy couple were
wed here at Immanuel Saturday, June 8! God’s blessings to
them as they begin married life together!
We celebrated on Sunday, June 23 as we receive new member
Robin Chinander into our church family! Welcome, Robin!

Coffee servers are needed in upcoming weeks! Please sign up on the chart
on the bulletin board by the serving window in the Fellowship Hall if you can
help. Coffee funds raised go to camperships at Luther Point for our
members! Thanks!

Royce
Chinander

Greeters

Jim Mielke

Norm
Peterson

Readers

Thank you to those helping with the Worship Services!
Ushers

Marty
& Jody
Johnson

Steve
Blomquist

AV Tech

Bob &
Diane
Rothe

Wayne & Linda Mielke Pastor
Tora
Marla
Carlson

Steve
Blomquist

Kid’s
Sermon

Sun., Marty
July 14 & Jody
Johnson

Pastor
Mark
Gruner

Dave Rue

Sun., Wayne &
July 21 Tora
Carlson

Clay &
Melissa
Ryberg

Sun.,
July 7

Sun., Jim &
July 28 Linda
Mielke

LEADERS FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE:

Youth Group

14

Prayer Shawl Relay For Life

21

COFFEE SERVERS
FOR 10:30 COFFEE TIME AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP!
7
Naomi Circle

28

Head Usher: Norm Peterson
Altar Guild: June McKenzie
Communion Servers/Secure Offering:
July 7 - Dana Johnson, Perry Lindberg, Dave Rue
July 21 - Marty Johnson, Steve Peterson, John Sandberg
Home Made Communion Bread: Pat Remer
Communion Wine: Alan & Judy Olson/Wild Mountain Winery
Offering Counters: Pat Remer, Alice Burnside, Deb Krengel

Date
Server

6pm-Worship &
Music Committee

29

22
Pastor Marla on
Vacation Through
Sunday, July 28
Pastor Mark Gruner on call—612-3934655

15 August
Newsletter Deadline

6:00-Property Comm
7:00-Church Council

8

6pm-Stewardship
Committee

1pm-Parish Care
Team

1
10am-Worship Planning Team

Mon

JULY 2019
Sun
Pastor Marla on Vacation Monday, July
22 through Sunday, July 28. Pastor Mark
Gruner on call for emergencies —612-393
-4655
SUNDAY, JULY 7—
Aluminum Can Collection,
Food Shelf Sunday

7-Patriotic Worship Service
9:00-1/2 hour Patriotic Prelude
9:15-unstaffed Nursery open for your use
9:30–Patriotic Worship with Pat Remer
and sister Chris Topper on two pianos,
Holy Communion
10:30-Coffee -Naomi Circle serving
14—Outdoor worship & Potluck at the
Heritage Grounds—park at church and
walk or get a model T ride—Bring food
in coolers or crock pot.
9:30-Worship service outdoors
(inside church if it is raining)
10:30-Potluck Lunch—serving group A in
charge of set up and clean up. Council
bringing over chairs and tables.
RELAY FOR LIFE Luminaries for sale
21—Healing Service sponsored by
Parish Care Team
9:00-Prep & Prayer for those
involved in worship today!
9:15-unstaffed Nursery open
9:30–Worship, Holy Communion,
10:30-Coffee
RELAY FOR LIFE Luminaries for sale
28—Guest Pastor Mark Gruner
9:00-Prep & Prayer
9:15-unstaffed Nursery open
9:30-Worship, Relay for Life Luminaries
dedicated at the service
10:30-Coffee served by Relay Team
RELAY FOR LIFE Luminaries for sale

2

17

10

Wed
NO Prayer Shawl

3

Fri

6
4 –office
closed

5-office closed
Almelund Night on
the Town
3-6:00-Farmer’s
Market @ Rod’s
6:00-Interstate Band
Concert Bring your
own chairs or blanket
Get Picnic food from
Mercantile
or Rod’s

13

God Bless
America

Happy July 4th

11
7pm-Empty
Bowls planning
meeting

12
3-6:00-Farmer’s
Market @ Rod’s
3:30-Bread Day -Bread
pick up at Old Fire Hall
in Almelund

20

28

3-6:00-Farmer’s
Market @ Rod’s

19

27

3-6:00-Farmer’s
Market @ Rod’s

Sat

29
1pm-Immanuel
Connection at the
Family Restaurant ,
NB! (former Perkins)
All invited to come
eat and talk together!
Dutch Treat.

18

Thu

“And so, Lord, where do I put my hope?
My only hope is in you.” -Psalm 39:7 NLT
Tue

9
9:30am- Naomi Circle, meet
at church, June McKenzie
hostess

16

1:30-Prayer Shawl
6:30-Harmony in the Park,
Lindstrom, Monroe Crossing
Bluegrass, Faith Night

10:00-Immanuel Quilters,
noon potluck! All are
welcome to come help out!!
12:00-MiChiLu meeting at
Taylors Falls

26

31

23

30

