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Good morning. I am Pastor Julie Wright and I bring you greetings from Lutheran 
Social Service of Minnesota, the social service agency which is owned by the 6 
ELCA synods of Minnesota; 

- Serving people in all 87 counties of this state; 
- Connecting 1 in 65 Minnesotans to community, health, safety, housing and 

abundant life through personalized support.  
 
Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota is happy to partner with you at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Almelund to express the love of Christ for all people through 
service that inspires hope, changes lives and builds community. It is through 
partnering with congregations like yours that we are able to spread the love of 
Christ across this state. – And for that, I am profoundly grateful.  
 
LSS provides a wide array of services throughout the state of Minnesota --  

- warm meals to older adults,  
- frozen meals to vulnerable adults who are unable to travel to a meal site,  
- services for people living with disabilities,  
- respite care for those who are caring for their loved ones,  
- financial counseling for anyone riddled with debt,  
- and mental health counseling, among so many other services.  

 
Today I want to highlight just one thing for you – children. LSS of Minnesota works 
hard to care for children and youth.  

- On any given day there are over 10,000 children in foster care in 
Minnesota,  

- 905 have been cleared for adoption and need a family now. 
o That’s right – 905 children are ready and waiting for their forever 

family right now. 
 
Some children have been waiting for years and are in danger of “aging out” of the 
foster care system, setting them up for high risk in their young adult years of 
addiction, unplanned pregnancy, and crime.  



 
With recent policy changes, this trend is set to increase exponentially – putting 
even more young people at risk.  
Some of you may have been touched by adoption. Maybe you were adopted 
through LSS, or know of a friend of family member who was adopted.  Adoption 
can be a powerful solution, a permanent solution, for children who desperately 
need a family – and for a family in need of children.  
 
Due to the high rate of addiction to Opioids and Meth, more and more 
grandparents are caring for their grandchildren. It can be overwhelming to 
unexpectedly care for children – and the system can be difficult to navigate.  
 
But LSS has been able to license families to provide foster care, or to adopt, 
children from one’s own family. We call this “Kinship Adoption” and it provides a 
pathway to healing and wholeness.  
 

I would like to tell you about the story of Crystal and her granddaughter ZayLaa.  

Crystal knows the trauma children and families face when parents can no longer 

care for their children. She and her daughter both spent time in foster care. When 

her daughter lost custody of ZayLaa, Crystal’s 4-year-old granddaughter, Crystal 

knew she had to end the cycle.  

She adopted ZayLaa through Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota (LSS) in May 

2019. “I had to keep fighting for my family,” Crystal said. Children who remain in 

the care of extended family have greater opportunities to learn about their 

background and a better likelihood for long-term success.  

Crystal worked with LSS to get her foster care license so she could care for ZayLaa, 

who had been in the care of another family for more than a year. During the 

background check, Crystal courageously opened up about her past. She had 

developed an addiction while using drugs to cope with childhood trauma, 

including her family’s chemical dependency, time in foster care and abuse she 

suffered. Crystal, now ten years sober, committed herself to proving she could 

provide ZayLaa a loving, healthy home.  

ZayLaa moved in when Crystal received her foster care license. At first, ZayLaa 

showed signs of trauma and delayed development; she clung to Crystal and 



worried that she would upset the adults in her life. Crystal homed in on her 

granddaughter’s needs, enrolling in her therapeutic day care and other therapy 

supports to process her experiences. Today, the kindergartener confidently greets 

guests at their home and eagerly retrieves toys to show visitors. She knows she is 

secure in her home — and will be from now on. Crystal credits LSS for empowering 

her to keep her family together. “I felt the compassion right away,” she said. “It 

really did unite my family.” 

For Crystal and her granddaughter, the support they received was critical to 

breaking the cycle of childhood trauma. Because Crystal had the support she 

needed to finalize the adoption, ZayLaa is now thriving and their family is healing.  

 
 
Again, thank you for your generosity and support of LSS, and for the kind 
invitation of Pastor Marla Amborn, for inviting me to worship with you here 
today.  
 
Thank you.  
 


