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Prelude/Gathering Music 
 

Welcome  
 

Call to Worship 
P: Jesus withdrew to solitary places intentionally to be alone. 

All: Peter went to be with Christ and then felt incredibly afraid. 

P: Jesus disperses a crowd who were nothing but a gathering of individuals. 

All: Gather today with the worldwide Church even if you feel alone. Withdraw with intention today to be 

with God. 

P: If you have any fear, bring it to Christ that he may help you walk. 

All: Together, apart, at home, outdoors, wherever we are we worship as you can. 
 

Opening Hymn     My Faith Looks Up to Thee           ELW #759 
 

Verse 1 

My faith looks up to thee, Thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine! 

Now hear me while I pray. Take all my guilt away.  

O let me from this day be wholly thine! 
 

Verse 2 

May thy rich grace impart strength to my fainting heart, my zeal inspire! 

As thou hast died for me, O may my love to thee 

Pure, warm, and changeless be a living fire! 
 

Verse 3 

When life's dark maze I tread and griefs around me spread, be thou my guide. 

Bid darkness turn to day. Wipe sorrow's tears away.  

Nor let me ever stray from thee aside. 
 

CCLI Song # 43334 

Lowell Mason | Ray Palmer 
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Confession 
P: You come to us early in the morning; wind howling, waves crashing, the world unravelling around us.  

All: You come to us walking on the water, proclaiming peace when we feel anything but peaceful.  

P: Somewhere in our fear, in our finitude, we decided that we must be water-walkers to earn your love.  

All: Forgive us when we step out of the boat to test ourselves, to test you, to shore up our faith, our egos, 

our fear.  

P: You do not call us out to test our faith, you call us out in love, to be love and you are ever by our side.  

All: Comfort us when the waves rock the boat. Steady us when the wind is up, and our guard is down.  

A welcoming community rooted in Christ, growing in faith and serving with joy! 



 

P: Challenge us to live our faith from grace’s perspective knowing you match our steps, stride by stormy stride.  

All: Amen. 

 

Gospel   Matthew 14:22-33 

Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the 

crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening 

came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind 

was against them. And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples 

saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But 

immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter answered him, “Lord, if it 

is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started 

walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and 

beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, 

saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And 

those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 

Reflection                       Jason Fredlund 
 

Sermon                 Pastor Marla  
 

Hymn of the Day     Eternal Father Strong to Save         ELW #756 
 

Verse 1 

Eternal Father, strong to save, whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 

Who bade the mighty ocean deep its own appointed limits keep; 

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee, for those in peril on the sea! 
 

Verse 2 

O Savior, whose almighty word the wind and waves submissive heard,  

Who walked upon the foaming deep, and calm amidst its rage didst sleep; 

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee, For those in peril on the sea! 
 

Verse 3 

Most Holy Spirit, who didst brood upon the chaos dark and rude, 

And bid its angry tumult cease, and give, for wild confusion, peace; 

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee, for those in peril on the sea! 
 

Verse 4 

O Trinity of love and power, all travelers guard in danger’s hour; 

From rock and tempest, fire and foe, protect us wheresoe’er we go; 

Thus evermore shall rise to Thee glad hymns of praise from land and sea. 
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John Bacchus Dykes | William Whiting 
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Intercessory Prayer 
Respond to “Lord in your mercy” with “Hear our prayer”  
 

Offering  
 



 

Offering Hymn    Give Thanks 
 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, Give thanks to the Holy One 

Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son. (repeat) 
 

And now let the weak say, "I am strong," let the poor say, "I am rich 

Because of what the Lord has done for us." (repeat) 
 

(repeat from the beginning)  
 

Give thanks! 
 

CCLI Song # 20285 

Henry Smith 
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Offering Prayer 
 

Sending  
 

Sending Hymn    My Life Flows on in Endless Song (verses 1, 2 & 4)         ELW #763 
 

Verse 1 

My life flows on in endless song; above earth's lamentation, 

I hear the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new creation. 
 

Refrain 

No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I’m clinging 

Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, How can I keep from singing? 
 

Verse 2 

Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear that music ringing 

It finds an echo in my soul. How can I keep from singing?  (refrain) 
 

Verse 4 

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing 

For all things are mine since I am his! How can I keep from singing? (refrain) 
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David N. Johnson | Keith Landis | Robert Lowry 
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Benediction 
 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace, Christ is with us.  

All: Thanks be to God!  

 
Music used with permission CCLI License # 1905050. 
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