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Immanuel Lutheran Church 

37515 Park Trail, Almelund, MN 55012 

Live Outdoor Worship 

Rev. Marla Amborn 

16th Sunday After Pentecost 

September 20, 2020, 9:30am 
 

 

 

Prelude 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Installation of Church Custodian, Gene Fisk 
 

P: People of God, will you receive Gene Fisk into the role of church custodian, as one sent to serve in the 

church of Jesus Christ? (If so, please respond “We will, and we ask God to help us.) 
C: We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 

Dana: Will you pray for him, help and honor him for his work’s sake, treat him fairly and with respect, and in 

all things strive to live together in the peace and unity of Christ? 

Congregation: We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 

Pastor Marla: Gene Fisk, I now declare you installed as custodian of Immanuel Lutheran Church. May the 

Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, that you may be a faithful servant of 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

All: Gracious God, as you have called workers to varied tasks in the world, and in your church, so you 

have called Gene Fisk to the role of custodian at Immanuel. Grant him joy in his work and a sense of 

dedication and accomplishment in supporting God’s ministry in this church. May this be a place of 

healing and wholeness for him and may his work support each of us in a life of fruitful service; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn     Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love        ELW #708 
 

Refrain 

 Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, 

 show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 
 

Kneels at the feet of his friends, silently washes their feet, 

master who acts as a slave to them.  (refrain) 
 

Neighbors are wealthy and poor, varied in color and race, 

neighbors are near us and far away.  (refrain) 
 

These are the ones we will serve, these are the ones we will love; 

all these are neighbors to us and you.  (refrain) 
 

Kneel at the feet of our friends, silently washing their feet: 

this is the way we will live with you.  (refrain) 
 

Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt. 

Text © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
 

 

A welcoming community rooted in Christ, growing in faith and serving with joy! 
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Prayer of Adoration and Confession 
P: Loving God, we come before you to sing a new song, to live a new life, to walk a different way, all of which 

is given in your grace for us and for all your beloved children. 

All: So, we sing with joy, hope, and faith, in the knowledge of your care, and the assurance of your love. 

P: We, your faithful children, delight this day, in proclaiming your name, and ask for the strength to continue 

All: to bear witness to your holy word, to constantly reform and rebuild your church, and to never waver 

from welcoming all, stranger and friend: seeing your son Jesus Christ, in the face of all whom we meet. 

P: We congregate, with love, hope, and thankfulness, a people gathered and a people dispersed wherever we 

are, we are a community unified in your grace and care. 

All: We give thanks for those who help in time of need and assist in time of trouble. 

P: May we never close ourselves off from the pain of the world. 

All: We come, not only to confess the wrong we have done, but to rejoice in the gifts you have given us, to 

do good in and for the world. 

P: We ask now, as people gathered in your name, to walk through this, that we may have the ability to build 

your church here in this place. 

All: Amen. 
 

The Gospel   John 10:10-15, 15:13 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. “I am 

the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd 

and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches 

them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the 

good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And 

I lay down my life for the sheep. 

No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
 

The Lesson    Philippians 1:21-30 

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I 

do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for 

that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I 

will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in 

your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of 

Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing 

firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated 

by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God's doing. 

For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as 

well— since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

 

Children’s Sermon                    Jason Fredlund 
 

Sermon                 Pastor Marla  
 

Hymn of the Day      Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service          ELW #712 
 

Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need, 

who upon the cross, forsaken, worked your mercy's perfect deed: 

we, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart; 

consecrating to your purpose ev'ry gift which you impart. 
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Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread; 

still the captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead. 

As you, Lord, in deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul, 

by your Spirit send your power to our world to make it whole. 
 

As we worship, grant us vision, till your love's revealing light 

in its height and depth and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight, 

making known the needs and burdens your compassion bids us bear, 

stirring us to ardent service, your abundant life to share. 
 

Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go, 

to the child, the youth, the aged, love in living deeds to show; 

hope and health, good will and comfort, counsel, aid and peace we give, 

that your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know and live. 
 

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984 
Text © 1961 Oxford University Press. 

 

Recognition of First Responders 
 

A Litany of Thanks for First Responders 

by The Rev. Dr. Karen A. Monk (a first responder) 

 

You saw the need in your community. You looked in the mirror and said, “I can’t do everything, but I can do 

something.” 

You are a blessing, and we thank God for you. 
 

You signed up for training. You studied countless hours; you sweated through exams and waited for the 

results. You showed up for drills, when you might have spent the evening or the Saturday with friends. 

You are a blessing, and we thank God for you. 
 

You got the pager and the uniform. You took on the responsibility to respond when your neighbors, your 

friends, or even a stranger passing through needed someone to help.  

You are a blessing, and we thank God for you. 
 

The pager went off during dinner; it went off during the big game; it went off when you finally fell asleep at the 

end of a long day. You grabbed your gear, and went to the building, to the scene. You set aside your comfort 

and your plans, that someone else might have life, or hope, or comfort.  

You are a blessing, and we thank God for you. 
 

Then came the tough call. Too young. The long-time neighbor. The unimaginable scene. You gave your 

best. Then you went home, and hugged your loved ones, and prayed for those who had lost so much. You 

wondered if you’d done enough. 

You are a blessing, and we thank God for you. 
 

We give thanks to God for you. You exemplify the values of courage and service and commitment. You do not 

seek or wish our recognition, but today we say THANK YOU for all you do, quietly, faithfully, each day to 

make our community stronger.  

You are a blessing, and we thank God for you. 
 

We thank you, God for these sisters and brothers who risk their own safety for the sake of others. We ask your 

blessings on them, even as they have blessed us. Guide their way. Keep them safe. We entrust them to your 

care. In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen 

 



4 
 

First Responder Blessing Ceremony 

 

Friends in Christ: Today we give thanks to God and seek God’s blessing on these brave first responders who 

risk their lives for the health and safety of our community.  
 

Anointing: I offer to anoint you with oil, if you wish,  

        with the sign of the cross on your forehead, as a sign of God’s blessing.  

“May the Lord bless you and keep you.” 
 

Let us pray:  

God, we thank you for each of your servants gathered here, and all their colleagues who couldn’t be with us,  

who guard the public safety. As they do their work we ask your special blessing on them. Keep them safe. Give 

them good judgment. Help them to serve with honor. Under your watchful eye, Help them do what needs to be 

done.  When the work gets tough Lord, as we know it does, comfort them with your healing grace. Support 

them in their courage and dedication that they may continue to save lives, ease pain, and mend the torn fabric of 

lives and social order. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen   
 

Let us express our appreciation (applause) 
 

Gifts and Prayer Shawls:  

Please take a prayer shawl with you to keep for yourself or to give to someone else who needs it. It is a way of 

tangibly wrapping a person in God’s love. If you find opportunities to distribute more prayer shawls, you are 

welcome to come back and get more. Our Prayer Shawl team is busily at work knitting and crocheting,  

and they are happy to supply additional prayer shawls for you to give to people who need to be wrapped in 

God’s love.  
 

Intercessory Prayer 
Respond to “Lord in your mercy” with “Hear our prayer”  
 

Tithes and Offerings 
 

Offering Hymn     We Are An Offering                   Instrumental 
 

Offering Prayer 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
P: The Lord be with you   All: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.    All: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let up give thanks to the Lord our God.  All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy  
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of you glory.  

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  
 

P: Christ has died, Christ is risen All: Christ will come again. 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
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us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Distribution 
If you have come with others, give one another the bread and wine/juice saying: “The body of Christ given for 

you,” and “The blood of Christ shed for you.” Or if you have come on your own say to yourself “The body of 

Christ given for me” and “The blood of Christ shed for me.” 
 

Communion Music   As We Gather at Your Table       Instrumental 
 

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944 

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

Prayer after Communion 

P: We give you thanks, Almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. 

In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Sending 
P: Go now with your trust in the good shepherd, and let us love, not just in words, but in truth and action. 

Believe in the name of Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as he has commanded us.  And may God be at 

your side, even in valleys of death.  May Christ Jesus be the cornerstone of your life.  And may the Holy Spirit 

abide in you ....and tend you with love and mercy all the days of your life.  Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn    Have No Fear, Little Flock          ELW #764 
 

Have no fear, little flock; have no fear, little flock, 

for the Father has chosen to give you the kingdom; 

have no fear, little flock! 
 

Have good cheer, little flock; have good cheer, little flock, 

for the Father will keep you in his love forever; 

have good cheer, little flock! 
 

Praise the Lord high above; praise the Lord high above, 

for he stoops down to heal you, uplift and restore you; 

praise the Lord high above! 
 

Thankful hearts raise to God; thankful hearts raise to God, 

for he stays close beside you, in all things works with you; 

thankful hearts raise to God! 
 

Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jilson, b. 1931, sts. 2-4 

Text © 1973 Concordia Publishing House 

 

Benediction 
 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace, serve the Lord! 

All: Thanks be to God!  
 

Music used with permission CCLI License # 1905050. 
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