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Prelude 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 
Pastor: Let us incline our ears 

All: to the words of our Lord. 

P: In stories of old, in parables anew, 

All: may we find the teaching of God. 

P: May we be ever refreshed, 

All: by the abundant Word of life flowing like rivers of water from the generosity of God. 

P: Let us worship God, 

All: as one people united in love. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

All: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Faithful God, 

All: have mercy on us.  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We turn from 

your loving embrace and go our own ways.  We pass judgment on one another before examining 

ourselves.  We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.  We keep your gift of salvation to 

ourselves.  Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

P: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his 

own.  Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.  Led by the Holy 

Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world.  Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn     How Great Thou Art            ELW #856 
 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder consider all the works thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed; 
 

Refrain 

 Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 

 how great thou art! How great thou art! 

 Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 

 how great thou art! How great thou art! 
 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander, I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
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when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze;  (refrain) 
 

But when I think that God, his Son not sparing, sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 

that on the cross my burden gladly bearing he bled and died to take away my sin;  (refrain) 
 

When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration and there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!”  (refrain) 
 

Text: Carl G. Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. and adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989. 

Text © 1953 S.K. Hine, assigned to Manna Music, Inc., 35255 Brooten Road, Pacific City, OR 97135 (ASCAP). Renewed 1981. All rights reserved. 

(ASCAP) 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them, keep 

us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 
 

The Lesson    Philippians 2:1-13 (read responsively 

Reader: Christ encourages you, and his love comforts you. God’s Spirit unites you, and you are concerned for 

others. 2 Now make me completely happy! Live in harmony by showing love for each other. Be united in what 

you think, as if you were only one person. 3 Don’t be jealous or proud, but be humble and consider others more 

important than yourselves. 4 Care about them as much as you care about yourselves 5 and think the same way 

that Christ Jesus thought: 
 

All: 6 Christ was truly God.  But he did not try to remain equal with God.  7 Instead he gave up 

everything and became a slave, when he became like one of us.  8 Christ was humble.  He obeyed God and 

even died on a cross.  9 Then God gave Christ the highest place and honored his name above all others.  
10 So at the name of Jesus everyone will bow down, those in heaven, on earth, and under the earth.  11 And 

to the glory of God the Father everyone will openly agree, “Jesus Christ is Lord!” 
 

R: 12 My dear friends, you always obeyed when I was with you. Now that I am away, you should obey even 

more. So work with fear and trembling to discover what it really means to be saved. 13 God is working in you to 

make you willing and able to obey him. 
 

The Gospel   Matthew 21:23-32 
23When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was 

teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus 

said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what 

authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they 

argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe 

him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So 

they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am 

doing these things. 
28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the 

vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the 

second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his 

father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 

going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did 

not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not 

change your minds and believe him. 
 

Sermon              Pastor Marla Amborn 
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Hymn of the Day       Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me           ELW #623 
 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee; 

let the water and the blood, from thy riven side which flowed, 

be of sin the double cure; cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r. 
 

Not the labors of my hands can fulfill thy law's demands; 

could my zeal no respite know, could my tears forever flow, 

all for sin could not atone; thou must save, and thou alone. 
 

Nothing in my hand I bring; simply to thy cross I cling. 

Naked, come to thee for dress; helpless, look to thee for grace; 

foul, I to the fountain fly; wash me, Savior, or I die. 
 

While I draw this fleeting breath, when mine eyelids close in death, 

when I soar to worlds unknown, see thee on thy judgment throne, 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee. 
 

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778 
 

Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third 

day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Tithes and Offerings 
 

Offering Hymn     He Came Down           ELW #253 
 

He came down that we may have love; he came down that we may have love; 

he came down that we may have love; hallelujah forevermore. 
 

He came down that we may have light; he came down that we may have light; 

he came down that we may have light; hallelujah forevermore. 
 

He came down that we may have peace; he came down that we may have peace; 

he came down that we may have peace; hallelujah forevermore. 
 

He came down that we may have joy; he came down that we may have joy; 

he came down that we may have joy; hallelujah forevermore. 
 

Text: Cameroon traditional  
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Offering Prayer 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our 

selves, our time, and our possessions.  Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love,  

through the one who gave himself for us.  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Sending 
 

Sending Hymn   Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises          ELW #535 
 

Refrain 

 Hallelujah! We sing your praises, all our hearts are filled with gladness. 

 Hallelujah! We sing your praises, all our hearts are filled with gladness.  (repeat) 
 

Christ the Lord to us said: I am wine, I am bread, 

I am wine, I am bread, give to all who thirst and hunger.  (refrain) 
 

Now he sends us all out, strong in faith, free of doubt, 

strong in faith, free of doubt. Tell to all the joyful gospel.  (refrain) 
 

Text: South African, tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984 

English text © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp. 
 

Benediction 
 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace, serve the Lord! 

All: Thanks be to God!  
 

Music used with permission CCLI License # 1905050. 
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