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Prelude 
 

Welcome  
 

Call to Worship 
Pastor: Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song!  

All: We are glad in our Maker and we rejoice in our King.  

Pastor: We praise our Lord with melodies and dancing!  

All: May we bring pleasure to our Lord, and seek out his most holy way.  

Pastor: And when we find ourselves amidst argument and division, conflict and disagreement,  

All: may we return to your presence resolved to find a better way.  

Pastor: Praise the Lord!  

All: Praise the Lord in all we do! 
 

Prayer of the Day 
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals 

will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful and lead us toward light and salvation, through 

Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen 
 

Opening Hymn     Gather Us In             ELW #532 
 

Here in this place the new light is streaming, now is the darkness vanished away; 

see in this space our fears and our dreamings brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, gather us in, the blind and the lame; 

call to us now, and we shall awaken, we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, we are the old who yearn for your face; 

we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, called to be light to the whole human race. 

Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, gather us in, the proud and the strong; 

give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, give us the courage to enter the song. 
 

Here we will take the wine and the water, here we will take the bread of new birth, 

here you shall call your sons and your daughters, call us anew to be salt for the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion, give us to eat the bread that is you; 

nourish us well, and teach us to fashion lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
 

Not in the dark of buildings confining, not in some heaven, light years away— 

here in this place the new light is shining, now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 

Gather us in and hold us forever, gather us in and make us your own; 

gather us in, all peoples together, fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 

Text © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
 

A welcoming community rooted in Christ, growing in faith and serving with joy! 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
Almighty God to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are his: cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your 

son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we might delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 

As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 

Lesson   Romans 13:8-14 (NRSV) 

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 

The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not 

covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does 

no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 

salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then 

lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling 

and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

Gospel  Matthew 18:15-20 (Contemporary English Version) 

If one of my followers sins against you, go and point out what was wrong. But do it in private, just 

between the two of you. If that person listens, you have won back a follower. But if that one refuses to listen, 

take along one or two others. The Scriptures teach that every complaint must be proven true by two or more 

witnesses. If the follower refuses to listen to them, report the matter to the church. Anyone who refuses to listen 

to the church must be treated like an unbeliever or a tax collector.  
 

I promise you that God in heaven will allow whatever you allow on earth, but he will not allow anything 

you don’t allow. I promise that when any two of you on earth agree about something you are praying for, my 

Father in heaven will do it for you. Whenever two or three of you come together in my name, I am there with 

you. 
 

Sermon                 Pastor Marla  
 

Hymn of the Day        O God of Mercy, God of Light          ELW #714 
 

O God of mercy, God of light, in love and mercy infinite, 

teach us, as ever in your sight, to live our lives in you. 
 

Teach us the lesson Jesus taught: to feel for those his blood has bought, 

that ev'ry deed and word and thought may work a work for you. 
 

And may your Holy Spirit move all those who live to live in love, 

till you receive in heav'n above all those who live in you. 
 

Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt. 
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Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third 

day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

Intercessory Prayer 
Respond to “Lord in your mercy” with “Hear our prayer”  
 

Tithes and Offerings  
 

Offering Hymn    As We Gather At Your Table          ELW #522 
 

As we gather at your table, as we listen to your word, 

help us know, O God, your presence; let our hearts and minds be stirred. 

Nourish us with sacred story till we claim it as our own; 

teach us through this holy banquet how to make Love's vict'ry known. 
 

Turn our worship into witness in the sacrament of life;  

send us forth to love and serve you, bringing peace where there is strife. 

Give us, Christ, your great compassion to forgive as you forgave; 

may we still behold your image in the world you died to save. 
 

Gracious Spirit, help us summon other guests to share that feast 

where triumphant Love will welcome those who had been last and least. 

There no more will envy blind us nor will pride our peace destroy, 

as we join with saints and angels to repeat the sounding joy. 
 

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944 

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

Offering Prayer 
P: Generous God, we give thanks and praise, today and every day for the gift of community in the church and 

beyond, for the joy of all ages coming together to listen and learn to grow and to thrive in your love and the love 

of each other. 

C: We make this offering, tokens of our commitment to you and to the mission and ministry of this 

community of your people ever seeking to grow your kingdom. Amen 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
P: The Lord be with you   All: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.    All: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let up give thanks to the Lord our God.  All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

Holy, Holy, Holy  
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of you glory.  

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  
 

P: Christ has died, Christ is risen All: Christ will come again.  
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Words of Institution 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Distribution 
If you have come with others, give one another the bread and wine/juice saying: “The body of Christ given for 

you,” and “The blood of Christ shed for you.” Or if you have come on your own, say to yourself “The body of 

Christ given for me” and “The blood of Christ shed for me.” 
 

Communion Music         Let Us Break Bread Together           (Instrumental) 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Sending 
 

Benediction 
 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace, serve the Lord.  

All: Thanks be to God!  

 
Music used with permission CCLI License # 1905050. 
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