
 

A welcoming community rooted in Christ, growing in faith and serving with joy! 

W
elc
om
e  

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
37515 Park Trail, Center City, MN 55012 
Email:  immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

Phone:  651-583-2340 
Website:  www.immanuelalmelund.org 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/

immanuellutheranchurchofalmelund 
 

Rev. Matt Saarem, Interim Pastor 
pmssaarem@yahoo.com 

715-553-2670 
 

  

Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant 
immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

651-431-8941 
 
 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 
jfredlund@frontiernet.net 

   651-465-6130 

 

Judy Nelson, Prayer Chain 
jlnelson62@centurylink.net 

651-674-5920 

 

IMMANUEL STAFF 
 

Rev. Matt Saarem 
  

Momoh Freeman, Organist 
 

Pat Remer, Accompanist 
 

Gene Fisk, Church Custodian 
Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant &

  

Financial Recorder/Secretary 
 

Daryl Abrahamson, Cemetery Groundskeeper 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
37515 Park Trail, Almelund, MN 55012 

Interim Pastor Matt Saarem 
Third Sunday of Advent 

December 12, 2021 



Gathering 
 

Prelude  
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
INTRODUCTION 
The nearness of the God in prayer, in every circumstance, is cause for 
rejoicing. The coming of one "more powerful" than John, even with a 
winnowing fork in hand, is good news—and cause for exultation—for 
us who are being saved. Great joy is the tone for the third Sunday of 
Advent. 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
who alone does wonders, 
who lifts up the lowly, 
who fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God for whom we wait, 
in the presence of one another, 
We confess our sin before you. 
We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
We fear those different from ourselves. 
We forget that we are your children 
and turn away from your love. 
Forgive us, Blessed One, 
and assure us again of your saving grace. 
Amen. 

The Youth Group 
 

Wreaths on sale!!!! $15 each  
 

From The Cemetery Groundskeeper 
 

Please use three zip ties rather than wire to fasten wreaths in 
cemetery (651)674-2419 for questions 
 
Attention: 
 

The old bank building south west of The Mercantile, has been 

sold. Please!!! DO NOT PARK IN THAT PARKING LOT. It 

is private property and we are not allowed to park there. 

Thank You, 

Mark 

 
Naomi Circle 
 

Will meet on December 21st at 10:30 at the home of Lois 
Ness 
They will also be collecting children and adult size pajamas 
until December 19 for the Chisago County refuge.  
There will be a collection box in the gathering area for your 
donations.  
 Thank You!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 5, 2021 Attendance:   In Person: 63 
 

Weekly Giving Update 
General $7,866.46; Benevolence $446.50; Building $81.50;  
Special Donations $1,510; Christmas $100; Cdfee $10.89;                                                             
Total $10,015.35 

We invite you to follow 
the service and take part 
in a way that feels right 
to you. 
 
Hearing devices are  
available from an usher. 
 
P  = Leader 
C = Congregation 
R = Reader 
 

Sections in bold are to 
be read by the  
congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today’s Scripture 
 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Isaiah 12:2-6 
Philippians 4:4-7 
Luke 3:7-18 
 
Today’s Hymns 
 

#249 (ELW) 
#836 (ELW) 
# 267 (ELW) 

Immanuel Church  
Calendar This Week 
 

Sunday, December 12 
Third Sunday of Advent 
8:30 Service Prep for Worship 
Leaders,  
9:30 Worship Service Live and 
Online; Sunday School is after 
children’s sermon 
10:30 Coffee Served 
11:00 Counters Count Offering 
 

Monday, December 13 
10:00 WOW Practice 
5:00 Property Meeting 
6:00 Council meets 
 

Tuesday, December 14 

 

Wednesday, December 15 
9:00 Worship Team 
6:00 Choir Rehearsal 
 

Thursday, December 16 
 

Friday, December 17 
 

Saturday, December 18 
5:30 Christmas concert in 
Brooklyn Park 
 

Sunday, December 19 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

  Total 2021 Goal Plus/Minus % 

General Budget $149,718.08 $166,331.82 -$16,613.74 90.0% 

Benevolence Budget $10,435.25 $10,394.60 $40.65 100.4% 



God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
+ your sins are forgiven. 
You are children of the Most High, 
inheritors of the eternal promise, 
and recipients of divine mercy. 
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
Amen. 
 

HYMN #249 (ELW) “On Jordan’s Banks” vv. 1, 3, 5 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our 
ears to the preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we 
may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and forever.  Amen 
 

FIRST READING: Zephaniah 3:14-20 
The prophet Zephaniah's message is mostly one of judgment for sin. 
This reading, however, which comes from the conclusion of the book, 
prophesies joy for Judah and Jerusalem. Judgment has led to repent-
ance, and God's salvation is at hand. 
 
14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with   
   all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! 
15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned   
   away your enemies. The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 
   you shall fear disaster no more. 
16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; 
   do not let your hands grow weak. 
17The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; 
   he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; 
   he will exult over you with loud singing 
18as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you   
   will not bear reproach for it. 
19I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the  
   Lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise 
   and renown in all the earth. 
20At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for  
   I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the  
   earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the LORD. 

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 
1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Mitten Tree Is Back 

Bring scarves & mittens to the Narthex and hang them on the tree for 

those who need them. Last day to bring is Dec 19th. What an awesome 

gift. 
 

ELCA World Hunger 

Generous donors have established a matching fund of $168,000, invit-
ing you to double your impact when you give by Dec. 31. All gifts will 
be matched dollar for dollar until we reach our goal! Will you make a 
gift today that will go twice as far? 

 
 

Address:  Dunamis Praise Chapel 
  6040 Earle Brown DR  
  Brooklyn Center, MN 55430 
  (612)517-9927 
Tickets are only $10 
See brochures around church 
Thank you, Mark 

Sunday School News 

 

Thank you for helping 
lead worship today! 
 

Interim Pastor: 
Matt Saarem 
 

Reader:  
Jennell & Jillian 
Flodquist 
 

Organist: 
Momoh Freeman 
 

Ushers: 
Marty Johnson & 
Bob Stirling 
 

Sound Tech:  
Nancy Nadeau 
 

Camera Tech: 
Tracy Tolzmann 
 

Children’s Sermon: 
Pat Remer 
 

Sunday School  
Teacher: 
Cami Peltier 
 

 

Happy Birthday this 
week!   

  

8-Jace Flodquist 

9-Daryl Abrahamson 

Kyle burnside 

10-Abigail Johnson 

11-Tami Buus 

12-Susan Sandberg 

Jessica Johnson 

ILC Music Department. 

Hope everyone is doing good. I'm excited the choir is back for Christ-
mas and we will be doing Breathe of Heaven December 19th 9:30am 
for our special Christmas program. I'm also going to be collaborating 
with a couple of my musician friends from around here and Brooklyn 
Park and we are doing "A classical Christmas concert featuring music 
of Mozart, Bach, and the beloved Handle's Messian Saturday, Dec.18 
at 5:30pm. I'm going to leave you guys with a quote I found online  by 
Roy Ayers. "The true beauty of music is that it connects people.  
It carries a message, and we, the musicians, are the messengers."  
Momoh 

  Sunday School children will have a short skit along with the choir 
concert.  All children are welcome to participate .  Children will meet 
downstairs at 9:00 on Dec. 19.  



     PSALMODY: Isaiah 12:2-6 
In your midst is the Holy One of Israel. (Isa. 12:6) 
 
R: Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for    
     the LORD GOD is my strength and my might, and has become  my  
     salvation. 
C: With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.    
R: And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call on   
     God's name; make known the deeds of the LORD among the  
     nations; proclaim that this name is exalted. 
C: Sing praises to the LORD, who has done gloriously; let this be  
     known in all the earth. 
R: Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is  
     the Holy One of Israel.  
 

SECOND READING: Philippians 4:4-7 
Despite being in prison, Paul is remarkably upbeat as he writes this 
letter. Here, he urges his friends in Philippi to trust God with all their 
worries and concerns with the hope that they will experience God's joy 
and peace. 
 
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentle-
ness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about any-
thing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 3:7-18 
John the Baptist heralds the mighty one who is coming. John teaches 
that preparation for God's reign is not a matter of identity but of bear-
ing fruits of merciful justice, radical generosity, and vocational integri-
ty. 
 
7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, 
'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from 
these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying 
at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit 
is cut down and thrown into the fire." 10And the crowds asked him, 
"What then should we do?" 11In reply he said to them, "Whoever has 
two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food 
must do likewise."  

Visitors, welcome 
to worship!  If you 
are  
interested in know-
ing more about our  
congregation please 
speak to Interim 
Pastor Matt Saarem 
or call the church 
office!  Contact info 
is on the back of this 
bulletin. 
 

   Encourage all  
children who can 
read to follow along 
in the bulletin during 
our  
worship service to-
day!   

Welcome to  
Immanuel! 

 
 

Thank you for joining 
us today for our  
worship service.   

Whoever you are,  
whatever you’ve done, 
or where ever you are 

in life, you are loved by 
God which means you 
are welcome here at 

Immanuel. God’s grace 
is given freely, not 

earned.  So whatever 
journey you are on, 

God led you here to-
day.  We thank you for  
coming and hope to see 

you again soon. 

12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, "Teacher, 
what should we do?" 13He said to them, "Collect no more than the 
amount prescribed for you." 14Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what 
should we do?" He said to them, "Do not extort money from anyone by 
threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages." 15As the 
people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John an-
swered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who is 
more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnow-
ing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat 
into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 18So, 
with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the peo-
ple. 
 

Children’s’ Sermon And Lighting of Advent Wreathe 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN #836 (ELW)  “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our 
lives to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we 
meet you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our 
peace. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

BLESSING 
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Je-
sus for whom we wait. 
Amen. 
 

HYMN # 267  (ELW)  “Joy to the World”  vv. 2, 3, 4 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 


