
 

A welcoming community rooted in Christ, growing in faith and serving with joy! 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
37515 Park Trail, Center City, MN 55012 
Email:  immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

Phone:  651-583-2340 
Website:  www.immanuelalmelund.org 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/

immanuellutheranchurchofalmelund 
 

Rev. Matt Saarem, Interim Pastor 
pmssaarem@yahoo.com 

715-553-2670 
 

  

Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant 
immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

651-431-8941 
 
 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 
jfredlund@frontiernet.net 

   651-465-6130 

 

Judy Nelson, Prayer Chain 
jlnelson62@centurylink.net 

651-674-5920 

 

IMMANUEL STAFF 
 

Rev. Matt Saarem 
  

Momoh Freeman, Organist 
 

Pat Remer, Accompanist 
 

Gene Fisk, Church Custodian 
Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant &

  

Financial Recorder/Secretary 
 

Daryl Abrahamson, Cemetery Groundskeeper 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 
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Gathering 
 

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, CHRISTMAS EVE  
 

Prelude            WOW Band 
There’s a Star in the East 

Mary Had a Baby 
The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy 

Jesus, What a Wonderful Child 
Jesus, the Light of the World 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

INTRODUCTION 
In winter's deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isai-
ah declares that the light of the long-promised king will illumine the 
world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the 
grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The 
angels declare that Jesus' birth is good and joyful news for everyone, 
including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, 
we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who sends the word with  
angels, who is made flesh among all peoples, and who breathes peace 
on all the earth. 
Amen. 
 
In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy God, 
We confess our sin before you. 
We replace compassion with competition. 
We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. 
We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. 
We have not put on love in harmony with you. 
Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. 
Swaddle our hearts with your peace, that all we do, in word or 
deed, may reflect your love born among us. 
Amen. 

We invite you to follow 
the service and take part 
in a way that feels right 
to you. 
 
Hearing devices are  
available from an usher. 
 
P  = Leader 
C = Congregation 
R = Reader 
 

Sections in bold are to 
be read by the  
congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today’s Scripture 
 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
Luke 2:1-14 [15–20] 
 
Today’s Hymns 
 

#298 (ELW) 
#282 (ELW) 
#289 (ELW) 
#296 (ELW) 
#276 (ELW) 
#281 (ELW) 
#267 (ELW) 

 

Thank you for helping 
lead worship today! 
 

Interim Pastor: 
Matt Saarem 
 

Reader:  
Abby Johnson 
 

Organist: 
Momoh Freeman 
 

Special Music: 
WOW Band 

Momoh Freeman,  

Pat Remer, 

Dave Nelson,  

Dianne Wiik, 

Tracy & Merrie 

Tolzmann, 

Marco Sherve,  
Quintin Carlson &  
Mark Weslander 

 

Ushers: 
Marty Johnson & Bob 
Stirling 
 

Sound Tech:  
Julie Johnson 
 

Camera Tech: 
Vern Johnson 
 

Communion Servers: 
Dana Johnson 
 

I bring you good news of great joy for all people: God has come among 
us in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. + In Christ your sins are 
forgiven and you are clothed in peace. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of 
the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Je-
sus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Lighting of The Advent Wreathe 

[Reader] This is the night of wonder - light first Advent Candle 
[R] This is the night of anticipation - light second candle 
[R] This is the night of mystery and magic and marvelous Joy - light 
third (pink) candle 
[R] This is the night of celebration - light 4th candle 
C: Come and let us worship the baby born, Emmanuel; the baby 
born for you and me: the baby born this night for all - light Christ 
Candle. 
 

HYMN         The Bells of Christmas vv. 1, 2, 4         #298 ELW (Red) 
 

FIRST READING:     Isaiah 9:2-7 
This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth 
of a royal child with a name full of promise. While Judah's king will practice justice 
and righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in God's passion for the people: The 
zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this! 
 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who  
  lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they re 
  joice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when  
  dividing plunder. 
4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod  
  of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in  
  Blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon  
  his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace 
  for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold  
  it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and  
  forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 



HYMN                It Came Upon a Midnight Clear               #282 ELW 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 
 

God's greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the 
"good news of great joy" and proclaim God's blessing of peace. 
 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the   
  world should be registered.  
2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was  
  governor of Syria.  
3All went to their own towns to be registered.  
4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the   
  city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the  
  house and family of David.  
5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and   
  who was expecting a child.  
6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  
7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of  
  cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them  
  in the inn.  
 

“The Friendly Beasts”                                   Marco Sherve 
 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields,   
  keeping watch over their flock by night.  
9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord  
  shone around them, and they were terrified.  
10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing  
  you good news of great joy for all the people:  
11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the  
  Messiah, the Lord.  
12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of    
  cloth and lying in a manger."  
13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly   
  host, praising God and saying,  
14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those  
  whom he favors!"  
 

Hymn                Angels We Have Heard on  High       #289 ELW 

Visitors, welcome 
to worship!  If you 
are  
interested in know-
ing more about our  
congregation please 
speak to Interim 
Pastor Matt Saarem 
or call the church 
office!  Contact info 
is on the back of this 
bulletin. 
 

   Encourage all  
children who can 
read to follow along 
in the bulletin during 
our  
worship service to-
day!   

Welcome to  
Immanuel! 

 
 

Thank you for joining 
us today for our  
worship service.   

Whoever you are,  
whatever you’ve done, 
or where ever you are 

in life, you are loved by 
God which means you 
are welcome here at 

Immanuel. God’s grace 
is given freely, not 

earned.  So whatever 
journey you are on, 

God led you here to-
day.  We thank you for  
coming and hope to see 

you again soon. 

[15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds  
  said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that  
  has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us."  
16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying  
  in the manger.  
17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about    
  this child;  
18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 
19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had  
  heard and seen, as it had been told them.] 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC  
       “Come See What’s Happening in The Barn”                             WOW 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN                     What Child is This                        #296 ELW (Red) 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    
 

OFFERTORY HYMN  
                          Infant Holy, Infant Lowly         #276 ELW (Red) 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 
As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the 
grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us the song of your 
salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

In Christ's manger, at Christ's table, 
come, see what God makes known for you. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER     To: Away In The Manger (Insert) 
 

“Mary Did You Know”              Momoh, Dianne, Pat 
 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 
God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 
As we have shared this feast of love, 
strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 
In Jesus' name we pray. 
Amen. 
 

Lighting of individual candles 
 

HYMN          Silent Night  (Insert)        #281 ELW (Red)        
 

BLESSING 
 

The God of hope 
fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN             Joy To The World              #267 ELW 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Used by per-
mission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Ver-
sion Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Happy Birthday this 
week!   

  

13 

Gabrielle Beede 

15 

Amelia Oknich-Strock 

16 

Michael Tauer 

17 

Shannon Lindgren 

18 

Declan Bauman 

21 

Mark C. Johnson 

22 

John Mills 

AvaLynn Waldemar 

23 

Suzanne Minar 

25 

Jeanne Burnside 

Immanuel Church  
Calendar This Week 
 
 

Friday, December 24 
5:00 Christmas Eve Service 
Communion Service Live and 
Online 
 

Saturday, December 25 
Christmas Day 
 

Sunday, December 26 
8:30 Service Prep for Worship 
Leaders,  
9:30 Worship Service Live and 
Online; No Sunday School after 
Children’s Sermon 
10:30 Coffee Served 
11:00 Counters Count Offering 
 

Monday, December 27 
9-5 Office Hours 
10:00 Newsletter Assembly 

THANK YOU 
 

Thanks to all who donated to the mitten tree. Donations were 
taken into Santa Anonymous. We had 30 hats, 30 pairs of  
mittens, five sets of hats with mittens, one scarf, three ear 

muffs, 36 pairs of socks and four pajamas.  
 WELCA 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

ELCA World Hunger 

Generous donors have established a matching fund of 
$168,000, inviting you to double your impact when you give 
by Dec. 31. All gifts will be matched dollar for dollar until we 
reach our goal! Will you make a gift today that will go twice 
as far? 
 

WELCA 
 

Next meeting will be Sunday, January 9th after church. This 
will be our planning meeting for 2022. 


