
 

A welcoming community rooted in Christ, growing in faith and serving with joy! 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
37515 Park Trail, Center City, MN 55012 
Email:  immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

Phone:  651-583-2340 
Website:  www.immanuelalmelund.org 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/

immanuellutheranchurchofalmelund 
 

Rev. Matt Saarem, Interim Pastor 
pmssaarem@yahoo.com 

715-553-2670 
 

  

Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant 
immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

651-431-8941 
 
 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 
jfredlund@frontiernet.net 

Jason 651-208-5915 

DeeDee 651-206-1190 
 

 

Judy Nelson, Prayer Chain 
jlnelson62@centurylink.net 

651-674-5920 

 

IMMANUEL STAFF 
 

Rev. Matt Saarem 
  

Momoh Freeman, Organist 
 

Pat Remer, Accompanist 
 

Volunteers Church Custodian 
Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant &

  

Financial Recorder/Secretary 
 

Daryl Abrahamson, Cemetery Groundskeeper 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
37515 Park Trail, Almelund, MN 55012 

Interim Pastor Matt Saarem 
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 15, 2022 



Welcome and Announcements 
 
PRELUDE:                        “Celebrate Love”                     WOW Group 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  

 
L: Come and see, Jesus is here.  
C: The one who humbled himself before others, the one who chose 
to serve rather than be served.  
L; Come and see, Jesus is calling you,  
C: come and sit at his feet, come and learn more about how to love.  
ALL: Come and worship the One who is love.  
 
OPENING HYMN:             All Are Welcome                      #641 ELW 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
 

O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain noth-
ing. Pour into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made 
alive by your Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
FIRST READING:                                                             Acts 11:1-18 
In defense of his earlier baptism of non-Jewish believers, Peter demon-
strates to the members of the Jerusalem church that God's intention to 
love Gentiles as well as Jews is revealed in Jesus' testimony. In this way 
the mission to the Gentiles is officially authorized. 
 
1Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the 
Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to 
Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 3saying, "Why did 
you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?" 4Then Peter began to 
explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5I was in the city of Joppa pray-
ing, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large 
sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and 
it came close to me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, 
beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7I also heard a voice saying 
to me, 'Get up, Peter; kill and eat.' 8But I replied, 'By no means, Lord; 
for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.' 9But a sec-
ond time the voice answered from heaven, 'What God has made clean, 
you must not call profane.' 10This happened three times; then everything 
was pulled up again to heaven. 11At that very moment three men, sent to 
me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were.  

Welcome to  
Immanuel! 

 
 

Thank you for joining 
us for our worship  

service. Whoever you 
are, whatever you’ve 
done, or where ever 
you are in life. You 
are loved by God 

which means, You are  
welcome here at  
Immanuel. God’s 

grace is given freely, 
not earned.  So what-
ever journey you are 
on, God led you here  
today. We thank you 
for coming and hope 

to see you again soon. 
 
Visitors, welcome to 
worship!  If you are 
interested in knowing 
more about our con-
gregation please speak 
to Interim Pastor Matt 
Saarem or call the 
church office!   
Contact info is on the 
back of this bulletin. 
 
We Encourage all  
Children who can 
read, to follow along 
in the bulletin during 
our worship service. 

12The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction  
between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we 
entered the man's house. 13He told us how he had seen the angel  
standing in his house and saying, 'Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who 
is called Peter; 14he will give you a message by which you and your  
entire household will be saved.' 15And as I began to speak, the Holy 
Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16And I  
remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, 'John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.' 17If then God gave 
them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?" 18When they heard this, 
they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, "Then God has given 
even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life." 
 
PSALM:                                                                                   Psalm 148 
The splendor of the LORD is over earth and heaven. (Ps. 148:13) 
 

R: Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the  
     heights. 
C: Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of  
     heaven. 
R: Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 
C: Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the  
     heavens. 
R: Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they  
     were created, 
C: who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law   
     that shall not pass away. 
R: Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; 
C: fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God's will; 
R: mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 
C: wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 
R: sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the  
     world; 
C: young men and maidens, old and young together. 
R: Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only is exalted,  
     whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
C: The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for  
     all faithful servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near  
     the LORD. Hallelujah! 

We invite you to  
follow the service and 
take part in a way that 
feels right to you. 
 
Hearing devices are  
available from an  
usher. 
 
P  = Leader 
C = Congregation 
R = Reader 
 

Sections in bold are to 
be read by the  
congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today’s Scripture 
 

Acts         11:1-18 
Psalm         148 
Revelation  21:1-6 
John          13:31-35 
 

Today’s Hymns 
 

Hymn     #641 (ELW) 
Hymn     #708 (ELW) 
Favorite Hymns Sing 



SECOND READING:                                                  Revelation 21:1-6 
John's vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; 
God dwells with us already. Yet we wait for the time when the tears that 
cloud our vision will be wiped away. Then we will see the new heaven, 
new earth, and new Jerusalem. 
 
1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the  
holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, "See, the home of God is among mortals. He 
will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be 
with them; 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no 
more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things 
have passed away." 5And the one who was seated on the throne said, 
"See, I am making all things new." Also he said, "Write this, for these 
words are trustworthy and true." 6Then he said to me, "It is done! I am 
the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I 
will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. 
 

The Word of the Lord                     Thanks Be to God 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:             Jesu, Jesu,                    #708 ELW 
 
GOSPEL:                                                                            John 13:31-35 
After washing the disciples' feet, predicting his betrayal, and then re-
vealing his betrayer, Jesus speaks of his glorification on the cross. This 
deep complicated love of Jesus, even to death on the cross, will be the 
distinctive mark of Jesus' community. 
 
31When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been glo-
rified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in 
him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 
33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; 
and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am going, you 
cannot come.' 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one an-
other. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By 
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another." 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

FAVORITE HYMNS SING: From-“Hymns For the Family of God” 

OFFERTORY:            “All The people Say, Amen”        WOW Group 
 

OFFERING PRAYER: 
 

Gracious God, in love you created and shaped us, put the breath of 

life into us, made us for your own. All that we are, all that we have, 

comes from you. In love, we offer you the gifts of our time, our 

skills, our material comforts, that, through the offering of what we 

have and who we are, your love may be made known and your 

name, be praised. Amen  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 
 

SENDING:  

L: Go in love:  

C: love that is broad and generous;  

     love that is often confusing;  

     love that is a sacrifice;  

     love that is self-giving;  

     love that is rich with others;  

     love that is community;  

     love that is peace.  
 

SENDING HYMN:                I’ve Got Peace Like A River 
 

I’ve got peace like a river, I’ve got peace like a river,  

I’ve got peace like a river in my soul x(2) 
 

I’ve got love like an ocean, I’ve got love like an ocean,  

I’ve got love like an ocean in my soul x(2) 
 

I’ve got joy like a fountain, I’ve got joy like a fountain,  

I’ve got joy like a fountain, in my soul x(2) 
 

DISMISSAL: 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Used by per-
mission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Ver-
sion Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

Thank you for helping 
lead worship today! 
 

Leader: 
Norm Peterson 
 

Organist: 
Momoh Freeman 
 

Reader: 
Dianne Wiik 
 

Special Music: 
WOW Group 
 

Ushers: Tora Carlson 
& Linda Peterson 
 

Sound Tech:  
Nancy Nadeau 
 

Camera Tech: 
Jodi Johnson  
Waldemar 
 

Children’s Sermon: 

Sharon Thiel 
 

Sunday School  

Teacher: 

Kris Koran 

Happy Birthday  
this week!   

 

18 

Pam Olson 

20 

Rev. Marla Amborn 

21 

Bryan Waldemar 



May 22 will be our last day of Sunday School for the 

year.  We will walk down to Rod's for a treat and  play games 

outside-weather permitted.   

LUTHER POINT CAMPERSHIPS 
It’s that time again. Check out the brochures and send the kids 
to camp. WELCA will pay 2/3rds of the price. If you cannot 
pay the deposit, please contact Diane Rothe (651-583-2402) 
and we will help you out. 
 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

Youth  group meets every other Wednesday from  

6:30-8:00 pm. 

If any child 6th grade on up would like to attend, please do, 

we’d love to have you!! Next meeting is: May 18th. 
 

HEGGIES PIZZAS are now on sale as a fundraiser for our 

upcoming trip. We are preparing for our mission trip this year 

to Milwaukee!! The kids are excited to get out and do God’s 

work and spread his love after 2 long years not being able to 

go. Please contact a youth, Jason or DeeDee if you'd like to 

order some delicious pizza!!  

May 8, 2022   
Attendance: 54 

 

Weekly Giving Update: 

April 17, 2022  
 

General   $2,615.00 

Benevolence   $375.00 

Building Fund  $25.00 

Loose    $7.00 

Special Donations $20.00 

Cookbooks 

Cdfee    $16.40                

Total    $3,058.40 

 

The Apple River Quartet will be leading the service  

May 22, 2022. They will be doing  music featuring Bach.  

Bach Wachet AUF 

Bach Air  

Bach Sheep May Safely Graze 

We will also have special music by Don Moyer and Momoh  

Freeman.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONGREGATION 

Please remember to pick up your MSP (Ministry Site Profile) 

in the gathering area for the May 22nd congregational meet-

ing. 
 

Memorial Day May 30, 2022 

11:30am— Ceremony of Remembrance in the cemetery 

of Immanuel Lutheran Church. 

Following the ceremony in the Cemetery—a delicious 

ham dinner will be served in the church fellowship hall.  

Cost - $10 for adults, $5 for youth 6-12 and free to  

children through age 5.  

All Veterans eat free!  

 
 

Kids & Youth and the dangers of  Apps & Internet 

Are you a parent or grandparent of grade school or middle 

school age kids? 

Did you know that if your child is online or using a phone 

they are exposed to bullying, catfishing, sexting and  

sextortion? 

Did you know you can prevent the exploitation of your 

child? 

We invite you to come and discover the resources that are 

available to you. What to do if your child is 

exploited and learn about the repercussions of 

exploitive material. 

May 18th, 2022, 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

13025 Newell Avenue 

Lindstrom, MN 55045 

trinitylindstrom.org 

Presented by Craig Martin of the Bureau of Criminal  

Apprehension. Martin, a police officer for 28 years and a 

member of the Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force 

for 18 years, will share current information about these  

dangers and be available for questions. 

Immanuel Church  
Calendar This Week 
 

Sunday, May 15 

8:30 Service Prep for Worship   

        Leaders. 
9:30 WOW Worship Service    

     Live and Online with Sunday  

     School after Children’s Sermon 

10:30 Coffee Servers: Needed 
 

Monday, May 16 

9-5 Office Hours 
11:30 Luncheon @ Chisago Lake   
        Lutheran Church, Center City 
 

Tuesday, May 17 
9-5 Office Hours 
9:30 Naomi Unit Meets @  
        Lois Ness’ 
 

Wednesday, May 18 
9-5 Office Hours 
9:00 Worship Team meets 
1:30 Prayer Shawl Meets 
3:30 Parish Care Team 
 

Thursday, May 19 
9-5 Office Hours 
 

Friday, May 20 
 

Saturday, May 21 
11:30 ILC Connection @ Kaffe   
          Stuga, Harris 
 

Sunday, May 22 

8:30 Service Prep for Worship   

        Leaders. 
9:30 Communion Worship Service    

     Live and Online with Sunday  

     School after Children’s Sermon 

10:30 Coffee Servers: Needed 


