
 

A welcoming community rooted in Christ, growing in faith and serving with joy! 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
37515 Park Trail, Center City, MN 55012 
Email:  immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

Phone:  651-583-2340 
Website:  www.immanuelalmelund.org 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/

immanuellutheranchurchofalmelund 
 

Rev. Matt Saarem, Interim Pastor 
pmssaarem@yahoo.com 

715-553-2670 
 

  

Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant 
immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

651-431-8941 
 
 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 
jfredlund@frontiernet.net 

Jason 651-208-5915 

DeeDee 651-206-1190 
 

 

Judy Nelson, Prayer Chain 
jlnelson62@centurylink.net 

651-674-5920 

 

IMMANUEL STAFF 
 

Rev. Matt Saarem 
  

Momoh Freeman, Organist 
 

Pat Remer, Accompanist 
 

Volunteers Church Custodian 
Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant &

  

Financial Recorder/Secretary 
 

Daryl Abrahamson, Cemetery Groundskeeper 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 
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GATHERING 

Today’s Service is using the ELW; Red Book 

 

PRELUDE:         “Majesty;”   “Jesus Is Your Name”        WOW Group 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
This Sunday's texts paint startling pictures of the horrific nature of sin. 
The church's repeated celebration of holy communion counters that 
tragic reality in a continued showing forth of the death of Jesus until he 
comes again. It is a dramatic declaration of "how much God has done 
for you." 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP: 

 

L: Come  
C: all who long to know your maker more.  
L: Come  
C: all who are thirsty for a deeper relationship.  
L: Come  
C: and join with your brothers and sisters.  
L: Come  
All: let us worship the one who loves us and calls us to be here.  
 
OPENING HYMN:               “Amazing Grace”                     #779 ELW 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
 

O Lord God,  
we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your mercy 
set us free from the chains that bind us, and defend us from every-
thing that is evil, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
FIRST READING:                                                              Isaiah 65:1-9 
The prophet announces God's impatience. The people's self-absorption 
is idolatry, and images of practices that displease God fill this reading. 
Like a vintner who crushes the grape to release the wine, God will use 
Israel's exile to establish a new community of the faithful. 
 
1I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, to be found by 
those who did not seek me. I said, "Here I am, here I am," to a nation 
that did not call on my name. 2I held out my hands all day long to a  
rebellious people, who walk in a way that is not good, following their 
own devices;  

Welcome to  
Immanuel! 

 
 

Thank you for joining 
us for our worship  

service. Whoever you 
are, whatever you’ve 
done, or where ever 
you are in life. You 
are loved by God 

which means, You are  
welcome here at  
Immanuel. God’s 

grace is given freely, 
not earned.  So what-
ever journey you are 
on, God led you here  
today. We thank you 
for coming and hope 

to see you again soon. 
 
Visitors, welcome to 
worship!  If you are 
interested in knowing 
more about our con-
gregation please speak 
to Interim Pastor Matt 
Saarem or call the 
church office!   
Contact info is on the 
back of this bulletin. 
 
We Encourage all  
Children who can 
read, to follow along 
in the bulletin during 
our worship service. 

We invite you to  
follow the service and 
take part in a way that 
feels right to you. 
 
Hearing devices are  
available from an  
usher. 
 
P  = Leader 
C = Congregation 
R = Reader 
 

Sections in bold are to 
be read by the  
congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today’s Scripture 
 

Isaiah            65:1-9 
Psalm            22:19-28 
Galatians       3:23-29 
Luke              8:26-39 
 

Today’s Hymns 
 

Hymn     #779 (ELW) 
Hymn     #634 (ELW) 
Hymn     #536 (ELW) 

3a people who provoke me to my face continually, sacrificing in  
gardens and offering incense on bricks; 4who sit inside tombs, and 
spend the night in secret places; who eat swine's flesh, with broth of 
abominable things in their vessels; 5who say, "Keep to yourself, do not 
come near me, for I am too holy for you." These are a smoke in my nos-
trils, a fire that burns all day long. 6See, it is written before me: I will 
not keep silent, but I will repay; I will indeed repay into their laps 7their 
iniquities and their ancestors' iniquities together, says the LORD;  
because they offered incense on the mountains and reviled me on the 
hills, I will measure into their laps full payment for their actions. 8Thus 
says the LORD: As the wine is found in the cluster, and they say, "Do 
not destroy it, for there is a blessing in it," so I will do for my servants' 
sake, and not destroy them all. 9I will bring forth descendants from  
Jacob, and from Judah inheritors of my mountains; my chosen shall  
inherit it, and my servants shall settle there. 
 
PSALM:                                                                          Psalm 22:19-28 
 

R: But you, O LORD, be not far away; O my help, hasten to my aid. 
C: Deliver me from the sword, my life from the power of the dog. 
R: Save me from the lion's mouth! From the horns of wild bulls you  
     have rescued me. 
C: I will declare your name to my people; in the midst of the  
     assembly I will praise you. 
R: You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob's line, give  
     glory. Stand in awe of the LORD, all you off-spring of Israel. 
C: For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their  
     poverty; neither is the LORD's face hidden from them; but  
     when they cry out, the LORD hears them. 
R: From you comes my praise in the great assembly; I will perform my  
     vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
C: The poor shall eat and be satisfied. Let those who seek the  
     LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever! 
R: All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; all  
     the families of nations shall bow before God. 
C: For dominion belongs to the LORD, who rules over the nations. 
 
SECOND READING:                                                 Galatians 3:23-29 
 

For Paul, baptism is a powerful bond that unites people not only with 
God but with other believers. Those who call themselves children of 
God experience a transformation that removes prejudices of race,  
social class, or gender in favor of true unity in Christ. 
 

 
(continued next page) 



23Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the 
law until faith would be revealed. 24Therefore the law was our discipli-
narian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. 25But 
now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, 
26for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 27As many 
of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 
28There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there 
is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 
29And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs 
according to the promise. 

 

The word of the Lord                     Thanks be to God 
 

GOSPEL:                                                                          Luke 8:26-39 
 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

Jesus' mission includes foreigners and his authority extends to the cast-
ing out of demons. Some who witness Jesus' work are seized with confu-
sion and fear, but the man who was healed is commissioned to give testi-
mony to God's mercy and power. 
 
26Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, 
which is opposite Galilee. 27As he stepped out on land, a man of the city 
who had demons met him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and 
he did not live in a house but in the tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he fell 
down before him and shouted at the top of his voice, "What have you to 
do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment 
me"— 29for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the 
man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and 
bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be 
driven by the demon into the wilds.) 30Jesus then asked him, "What is 
your name?" He said, "Legion"; for many demons had entered him. 
31They begged him not to order them to go back into the abyss. 32Now 
there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons 
begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 
33Then the demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the 
herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 34When 
the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the 
city and in the country. 35Then people came out to see what had  
happened, and when they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom 
the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right 
mind. And they were afraid. 36Those who had seen it told them how the 
one who had been possessed by demons had been healed. 37Then all the 
people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave 
them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and 
returned.  

38The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be 
with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39Return to your home, and 
declare how much God has done for you. So he went away,  
proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord                Praise to you, O Christ 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC:                “Will Run to You”             WOW Group 

 

SERMON: 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:         All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!” 

#634 ELW 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 
 

God of grace,                        hear Our Prayer 
 
OFFERTORY:     “We Bring the Sacrifice of Praise”      WOW Group 
 
OFFERING PRAYER: 
 

L: Loving God,  
C: our offerings are here before you, but if money is all we bring, 
we might as well stop pretending to be followers of Jesus, who gave 
nothing less than himself to everyone he met. He tested boundaries, 
challenged preconceptions and put his own life on the line in order 
to show what love is really all about, and what it costs.  
L: And so,  
C: if we can, and insofar as we can, we offer our commitment to his 
way of inclusion and acceptance, of breaking down barriers, of  
enabling all people, ourselves included, to find their true identity in 
him. Amen  
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION: 

“Open the Eyes of My Heart”                 WOW Group 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: 
 

Life-giving God, 
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with 
your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and 
stranger, that all may come to know your love. This we pray in the 
name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

Thank you for helping 
lead worship today! 
 
Interim Pastor: 
Matt Saarem 
 

Organist: 
Momoh Freeman 
 

Reader: 
Linda Mielke 
 

Ushers: Dave &  
Loraine Rue 
 

Communion Ushers: 
Lynn Schultz,  
John Sandberg,  
Richard Sellman 
 

Sound Tech:  
Nancy Nadeau 
 

Camera Tech: 
Jodi Johnson-
Waldemar 
 

Altar Guild: 
Merrie Tolzmann 
 

Coffee Servers: 
None 

Happy Birthday  
this week!   

 

19 

James Mielke 

22 

Carl Sandberg 

Lillian Tauer 

25 

Gary Peterson 

Chad Lindgren 

Coralee Muggli 

Paige Lutz 



Sarah Circle:  
Is collecting NEW socks and underwear (men’s women’s & 
children’s sizes) to be sent to the St Paul Area Synodical 
Women’s Organization 2022 Convention. These items will be 
given to Safe Haven Foster Care in Lindstrom, Refuge  
Women’s Shelter, and Chisago County. Please place items in 
the bin in the gathering area by July 10th. Thank you for your 
donations. 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 
Dear Immanuel Lutheran Church family, 
 Thank you very much for hosting the Memorial Day  
Ceremony and dinner. What joy to fellowship and feast  
together and remember those Americans who gave their all 
for our freedom. We are blessed to have a Community that 
honors the Sacrifice of our brave servicemen and women.  
 God Bless You! 
  In Christs Service, 
   Kristi Johnson 
 
Immanuel Lutheran, 
 Jerry & I want to thank you so much for the generous 
gift, thoughts and prayers. Knowing our church is beside us as 
we walk through this difficult ordeal is such a Blessing. We 
really appreciate it even though this is very humbling. 
 God is blessing us each day as we journey forward. 
  Thank you! 
   Jerry & Linda Meyer 

June 12, 2022   
Attendance: 52 

 

Weekly Giving Update: 

June 12, 2022  
 

General   $1,695.00 

Building Fund  $135.00 

Loose    $40.00 

Memorials  $45.00 

Free Will  Donations $54.00 

Cdfee    $2.80                

Total    $1,971.80 

 

Immanuel Church  
Calendar This Week 
 

Sunday, June 19 
8:30 Service Prep for Worship   
        Leaders. 
9:30 Communion Worship Service  
        Live and Online, With the  
        WOW Group 
10:30 Coffee Servers: None 
 

Monday, June 20 
NEWSLETER DEADLINE 
9-5 Office Hours 
5:00 Stewardship Meeting 
 

Tuesday, June 21 
9-5 Office Hours 
9:30 NAOMI Meeting @ Church 
 

Wednesday, June 22 
9-5 Office Hours 
12:00 Deadline for bulletin Info 
2:00 Bulletins Printed 
5:30 Patty Melts @ Ballpark 
 

Thursday, June 23 
7:00 An evening of jazz w/CC 
Septet @ St. Bridget of Sweden 
Catholic Church, Lindstrom 
 

Friday, June 24 
3-6 pm Farmers Market @ Rod’s 
 

Saturday, June 25 
11:30 Immanuel Connection @ 
China Panda next to McDonald‘s 
 

Sunday, June 26 
8:30 Service Prep for Worship   
        Leaders. 
9:30 Worship Service  
        Live and Online,  
10:30 Coffee Server:  
        Sharon Thiel 

SENDING: 
 

L:   Go home now.  
C:   Go home in peace.  
L:   Go home in wonder.  
C:   Go home with ideas and questions. 
L:  God,  
All: who is light and truth, goes with you  
 
CLOSING HYMN:        God Be With You            #536 ELW 
 
DISMISSAL: 

Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The Almelund Farmers Market is in it's 15th Season. 

Come Friday afternoons from 3-6pm , Rod's Country Corner 

and check out the local items...annuals, perennials and garden 

plants, asparagus, rhubarb, eggs, maple syrup, honey, breads, 

jams/jellies, craft items and other goodies! Products change 

with the season. New vendors are encouraged and welcomed 

to join this fun community get-together. If interested,  

contact Pat @ 583-2100. 

 

Every Wednesday there are "Patty Melts" at the  

Almelund Lion's Ball Field. It is in its 7th Season, now 

through July 27th. Serving starts at 5:30. The "crew" will be 

cooking Patty Melts, Cheese Burgers, Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, 

French Fries, Cheese Curds with chips, candy & beverages 

available. What a Great Way to support the Almelund Lion's 

Club! Don't miss these fun, summer nights to meet up with 

friends and neighbors - See You There!! 

 
Naomi Unit will meet Tuesday, June 21 at 9:30 at church. 
 
Office Hours: M-W 9-5 unless otherwise noted. Cell phone is  
always available @ 651-431-8941 
 
COFFEE SERVERS NEEDED!!! July 17th, 24th & 31st 
Thank you 


