
 

A welcoming community rooted in Christ, growing in faith and serving with joy! 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
37515 Park Trail, Center City, MN 55012 
Email:  immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

Phone:  651-583-2340 
Website:  www.immanuelalmelund.org 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/

immanuellutheranchurchofalmelund 
 

Rev. Matt Saarem, Interim Pastor 
pmssaarem@yahoo.com 

715-553-2670 
 

  

Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant 
immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

651-431-8941 
 
 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 
jfredlund@frontiernet.net 

Jason 651-208-5915 

DeeDee 651-206-1190 
 

 

Judy Nelson, Prayer Chain 
jlnelson62@centurylink.net 

651-674-5920 
 

Office Hours: M-W 9-5 unless otherwise  

noted. Cell phone is  

always available @ 651-431-8941 
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Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant &
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Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 
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GATHERING 

Today’s Service is using the ELW; Red Book 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
INTRODUCTION: 

Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and wins the attention of 
God when Abraham intercedes for Sodom. The life of the baptized—to 
be rooted and built up in Christ Jesus—is to be nurtured with prayer. 
God hears and answers prayer and so strengthens God's own. "When I 
called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me." 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 

 

L: God of compassion, kindness, and generosity  
C: your hands are open wide to all who ask.  
L: God of majesty, mystery, and mercy  
C: your way can be found by all who seek.  
L: God of welcome,  
C: hospitality, and sanctuary your door is always open to those who  
     knock.  
L: Giver of all good gifts  
C: may your Spirit move among us as we worship.  
L: Source of all knowledge  
C: may we find in you that which we seek.  
L: Key to the door of life  
C: may we enter into your presence with open hearts this day.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our 
own way. Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take 
the best seats at the table. When met by those in need, we have too 
often passed by on the other side. Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 
 

Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. In the name of Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 

Welcome to  
Immanuel! 

 
 

Thank you for joining 
us for our worship  

service. Whoever you 
are, whatever you’ve 
done, or where ever 
you are in life. You 
are loved by God 

which means, You are  
welcome here at  
Immanuel. God’s 

grace is given freely, 
not earned.  So what-
ever journey you are 
on, God led you here  
today. We thank you 
for coming and hope 

to see you again soon. 
 
Visitors, welcome to 
worship!  If you are 
interested in knowing 
more about our con-
gregation please speak 
to Interim Pastor Matt 
Saarem or call the 
church office!   
Contact info is on the 
back of this bulletin. 
 
We Encourage all  
Children who can 
read, to follow along 
in the bulletin during 
our worship service. 

We invite you to  
follow the service and 
take part in a way that 
feels right to you. 
 
 
P  = Leader 
C = Congregation 
R = Reader 
 

Sections in bold are to 
be read by the  
congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today’s Scripture 
 

Genesis        18:20-32 
Psalm           138 
Colossians    2:6-19 
Luke             11:1-13 
 

Today’s Hymns 
 

Hymn     #742 (ELW) 

OPENING HYMN:                  Surely The Presence 
 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, I can feel his might power 
and his grace. I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each 

face; Surley the presence of the Lord is in this place. x(2) 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

Loving God,  
thank you for being in our lives for showing us and telling us that you 
love us just as we are, and for who we are, and for sending  
Jesus to us to make our lives and the world better more loving, and 
more caring. Amen.  

 
FIRST READING:                                                  Genesis        18:20-32 
In today's reading, Abraham undertakes the role of a mediator between 
God and sinful humanity. Appealing to God's justice, Abraham boldly 
asks for mercy for the city of Sodom for the sake of the few righteous peo-
ple there, including Abraham's nephew, Lot. 
20Then the LORD said, "How great is the outcry against Sodom and Go-
morrah and how very grave their sin! 21I must go down and see whether 
they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me; 
and if not, I will know." 22So the men turned from there, and went toward 
Sodom, while Abraham remained standing before the LORD. 23Then 
Abraham came near and said, "Will you indeed sweep away the righteous 
with the wicked?" 24Suppose there are fifty  
righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the place and not for-
give it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 25Far be it from you to do such 
a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as 
the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
what is just?" 26And the LORD said, "If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in 
the city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake." 27Abraham an-
swered, "Let me take it upon myself to speak to the LORD, I who am but 
dust and ashes. 28Suppose five of the fifty  
righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?" 
And he said, "I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there." 29Again he 
spoke to him, "Suppose forty are found there." He answered, "For the 
sake of forty I will not do it." 30Then he said, "Oh do not let the LORD be 
angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there." He answered, "I will not 
do it, if I find thirty there." 31He said, "Let me take it upon myself to 
speak to the LORD. Suppose twenty are found there." He  
answered, "For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it." 32Then he said, 
"Oh do not let the LORD be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten 
are found there." He answered, "For the sake of ten I will not  
destroy it." 



PSALM:                                                                                     Psalm 138 
 

R: I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the  
     gods I will sing your praise. 
C: I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, 
     because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have  
     glorified your name and your word above all things. 
R: When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within  
     me. 
C: All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, when they  
     have heard the words of your mouth. 
R: They will sing of the ways of the LORD, that great is the glory of the  
     LORD. 
C: The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the  
     haughty from afar. 
R: Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch  
     forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall  
     save me. 
C: You will make good your purpose for me; O LORD, your  
     steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your  
     hands. 
 
SECOND READING:                                     Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19] 
The writer of this letter warns the congregation in Colossae about "the 
empty lure" of philosophies and traditions that compromise faith. 
Through the gift of faith, the church is mystically connected with Christ 
in his death and resurrection which is enacted in baptism. 
 
6As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live 
your lives in him, 7rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, 
just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 8See to it that no one 
takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to 
human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and 
not according to Christ. 9For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells 
bodily, 10and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every 
ruler and authority. 11In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual 
circumcision, by putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of 
Christ; 12when you were buried with him in baptism, you were also 
raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from 
the dead. 13And when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumci-
sion of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, when he for-
gave us all our trespasses, 14erasing the record that stood against us with 
its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. 15He disarmed 
the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them,  
triumphing over them in it.  

[16Therefore do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food and 
drink or of observing festivals, new moons, or sabbaths. 17These are 
only a shadow of what is to come, but the substance belongs to Christ. 
18Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting on self-abasement and 
worship of angels, dwelling on visions, puffed up without cause by a 
human way of thinking, 19and not holding fast to the head, from whom 
the whole body, nourished and held together by its ligaments and sin-
ews, grows with a growth that is from God.] 
 

The word of the Lord                     Thanks be to God 
 
GOSPEL:                                                                         Luke 11:1-13 

Glory to you O Lord 
In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus 
on God's coming reign, God's mercy, and the strengthening of the  
community. Jesus encourages his disciples to childlike trust and  
persistence in prayer. 
 
1[Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of 
his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his  
disciples." 2He said to them, "When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be 
your name. Your kingdom come. 3Give us each day our daily bread. 
4And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to 
us. And do not bring us to the time of trial." 5And he said to them, 
"Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and 
say to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6for a friend of mine 
has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.' 7And he answers 
from within, 'Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and 
my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.' 
8I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything  
because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get 
up and give him whatever he needs. 9So I say to you, Ask, and it will 
be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be 
opened for you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who 
searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 
11Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will 
give a snake instead of a fish? 12Or if the child asks for an egg, will 
give a scorpion? 13If you then, who are evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" 
 

The Gospel of the Lord                Praise to you, O Christ 

Thank you for helping 
lead worship today! 
 
Interim Pastor: 
Matt Saarem 
 

Organist: 
Momoh Freeman 
 

Sermon the Story: 
Marco Sherve & 
Norm Peterson 
 

Reader: Matt Carlson 
 

Ushers: Norm & Linda 
Peterson 
 

Sound Tech:  
Julie Johnson 
 

Camera Tech: 
Vern Johnson 
 

Altar Guild: Green 
Diane Rothe & Tora 
Carlson 
 

Coffee Servers: 
Prayer Shawl Group 

Happy Birthday  
this week!   

 

24 

Robert Nelson 

26 

Jennifer Oknich 

Henry Wyandt 

27 

Zachary Wendel 

Wayne Johnson 

Bridgit Olson 

29 

Dana Mary Johnson 

30 

Anthony Koran 



Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Used by 
permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian  
Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

Prayer Concerns.  
Please keep Roger Medin in your prayers as he is in transitional care 
at Parmly for a broken hip. He is in room #202. 
 

The Almelund Farmers Market is in it's 15th Season. 

Come Friday afternoons from 3-6pm , @ Rod's Country Corner and 

check out the local items...annuals, perennials and garden plants,  

asparagus, rhubarb, eggs, maple syrup, honey, breads, jams/jellies, 

craft items and other goodies! Products change with the season. New 

vendors are encouraged and welcomed to join this fun community 

get-together. If interested, contact Pat @ 583-2100. 
 

Every Wednesday there are "Patty Melts" at the  

Almelund Lion's Ball Field. It is in its 7th Season. From now 

through July 27th. Serving starts at 5:30. The "crew" will be cooking 

Patty Melts, Cheese Burgers, Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, French Fries, 

Cheese Curds with chips, candy & beverages available. What a Great 

Way to support the Almelund Lion's Club! Don't miss these fun, 

summer nights to meet up with friends and neighbors - See You 

There!! 
 

The 2022 American Cancer Society Relay for Life will be hosting 
our annual event on Wed, Aug 10th at the Chisago Lakes Lutheran 
Church again. We will have teams selling food and display luminar-
ies which we will light at dusk. Seeing all the Luminaries honoring 
or remembering  those with cancer is heartwarming. The money we 
raise goes to Research and supporting those with Cancer. I will be 
selling luminaries after church in July.  
 Thank you for your support!  
  Jeske Noordergraaf, 651-775-1233  
 
 

July 17, 2022   
Attendance: 53 

 

Weekly Giving Update: 

July 17, 2022  
 

General  $2,304.05 

Build Fund         $130.00 

Loose         $9.95 

Cdfee          $1.00               

Total   $2,445.00 

 

Immanuel Church  
Calendar This Week 
 

Sunday, July 24 
8:30 Service Prep for  
        Worship Leaders. 
9:30 Worship Service  
        Live and Online,  
10:30 Coffee Servers: Prayer  
        Shawl Group 
11:00 Counters count offering 
 

Monday, July 25 
9-5 Office Hours 
10:00 NEWSLETTER  
          ASSEMMBLY 
6:00 Worship & Music 
 

Tuesday, July 26 
9-5 Office Hours 
9:00 Worship Team Meets 
 

Wednesday, July 27 
9-5 Office Hours 
9:30 Parish Care Team 
12:00 Deadline for bulletin  
        Info 
2:00 Bulletins Printed 
5:30 Patty Melts @ Ballpark 
        LAST TIME SERVING 
 

Thursday, July 28 
 

Friday, July 19 
3-6 pm Farmers Market @  
        Rod’s 
 

Saturday, July 30 
 

Sunday, July 31 
8:30 Service Prep for  
        Worship   
        Leaders. 
9:30 Worship Service Live  
        and Online,  
10:30 Coffee Servers: Youth  
        Group 
11:00 Counters count offering 

SERMON: The Story  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:   What A Friend We Have In Jesus    #742 
 

OFFERTORY:                     by; Momoh Freeman 
 
OFFERING PRAYER: 
 

L: We come, loving God,  
C: hoping to know you, to be close to you, to find community  
     amongst your beloved children.  
L: We come loving God,  
C: with thanks and praise, to offer these tokens of our time,  
     talent, and money, in the hope that they will be used to bring  
     your message to more people, and your love to the whole  
     world. Amen  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Response is sung 

 

Lord, listen to your children praying 
Lord send your Spirit in this place; Lord, listen to your  
children praying, send us love, send us power send us grace 
 

SENDING: 

 

L: Keep asking,  
C: keep seeking,  
L: keep knocking,  
C: knowing that questions are a sign of faith, not doubt;  
L: knowing that in looking, comes finding;  
C: knowing that you knock on an already open door.  
L: And may the blessing of  
ALL: the One who loves you, hears you, and welcomes  
     you, be yours now and always.  

 

CLOSING HYMN:          Every Time I Feel the Spirit 
Refrain: 
Every time I feel the spirit moving in my heart, I will pray. 
Every time I feel the spirit moving in my heart, I will pray. 
V.1 Upon the mountain my Lord spoke, out of his mouth came 
 fire and smoke. 
V.2 All around me looked so fine, asked my lord if all was mine 
V.3 Jordan river chilly and cold, chills the body but not the soul 
 

DISMISSAL: 
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.          Thanks be to God. 


