
 

A welcoming community rooted in Christ, growing in faith and serving with joy! 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
37515 Park Trail, Center City, MN 55012 
Email:  immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

Phone:  651-583-2340 
Website:  www.immanuelalmelund.org 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/

immanuellutheranchurchofalmelund 
 

Rev. Matt Saarem, Interim Pastor 
pmssaarem@yahoo.com 

715-553-2670 
 

  

Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant 
immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

651-431-8941 
 
 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 
jfredlund@frontiernet.net 

Jason 651-208-5915 

DeeDee 651-206-1190 
 

 

Judy Nelson, Prayer Chain 
jlnelson62@centurylink.net 

651-674-5920 
 

Office Hours: M-W 9-5 unless otherwise noted.  

Cell phone is always available @ 651-431-8941 

 

IMMANUEL STAFF 
 

Rev. Matt Saarem 
  

Momoh Freeman, Organist 
 

Pat Remer, Accompanist 
 

Volunteers Church Custodian 
Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant &

  

Financial Recorder/Secretary 
 

Daryl Abrahamson, Cemetery Groundskeeper 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
37515 Park Trail, Almelund, MN 55012 

Interim Pastor Matt Saarem 
Day of Pentecost 13  
September 4, 2022 



GATHERING 
Today’s Service is using With One Voice; Blue Book 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by 
translating Paul's request to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Re-
fresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company and forgiveness 
of Christ in holy communion and recalling God's grace in remembrance 
of baptism, we can be strengthened in this hour to "choose life"—to 
choose life in God as our own. 
 

OPENING HYMN:                Seek Ye First                          #783 WOV 
 

KYRIE:                           p. 28 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:                                                            pp. 29 & 30 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
Direct us, O Lord God,  
in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, be-
gun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; 
and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Je-
sus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 
 

FIRST READING:                                             Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised 
to their ancestors. In this passage, he lays out the stark choice before 
them: choose life by loving and obeying the Lord; or choose death by 
following other gods. 
 
15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversi-
ty. 16If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I am 
commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his 
ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then 
you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will 
bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17But if your heart 
turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other 
gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you 
shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter 
and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I 
have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so 
that you and your descendants may live, 20loving the LORD your God, 
obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and 
length of days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to 
give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

Welcome to  
Immanuel! 

 
 

Thank you for joining 
us for our worship  

service. Whoever you 
are, whatever you’ve 
done, or where ever 
you are in life. You 
are loved by God 

which means, You are  
welcome here at  
Immanuel. God’s 

grace is given freely, 
not earned.  So what-
ever journey you are 
on, God led you here  
today. We thank you 
for coming and hope 

to see you again soon. 
 
Visitors, welcome to 
worship!  If you are 
interested in knowing 
more about our con-
gregation please speak 
to Interim Pastor Matt 
Saarem or call the 
church office!   
Contact info is on the 
back of this bulletin. 
 
We Encourage all  
Children who can 
read, to follow along 
in the bulletin during 
our worship service. 

PSALM:                                                                                       Psalm 1 
 

R: Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,  
     nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the  
     scornful! 
C: Their delight is in the law of the LORD, and they meditate on   
     God's teaching day and night. 
R: They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due  
     season, with leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall  
     prosper. 
C: It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind  
     blows away. 
R: Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
     nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
C: For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of  
     the wicked shall be destroyed. 
 
SECOND READING:                                                  Philemon     1-21 
While Paul was in prison, he was aided by Onesimus, a man who had 
run away from Philemon, a slaveowner and a Christian friend of Paul. 
Paul told Onesimus to return to Philemon and encouraged Philemon to 
receive Onesimus back as a Christian brother. 
 
1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon 
our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our 
fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 3Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4When I remember you 
in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I hear of your love for 
all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the  
sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive all the 
good that we may do for Christ. 7I have indeed received much joy and 
encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have 
been refreshed through you, my brother. 8For this reason, though I am 
bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, 9yet I would 
rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old 
man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10I am appealing to you 
for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my  
imprisonment. 11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed 
useful both to you and to me. 12I am sending him, that is, my own heart, 
back to you. 13I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of  
service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; 
14but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your 
good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. 15Perhaps this 
is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might 
have him back forever,  

We invite you to  
follow the service and 
take part in a way that 
feels right to you. 
 
Hearing devices are  
available from an  
usher. 
 
P  = Leader 
C = Congregation 
R = Reader 
 

Sections in bold are to 
be read by the  
congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today’s Scripture 
 

Deuteronomy  
30:15-20 

Psalm           Psalm 1 
Philemon     1-21 
Luke           14:25-33 
 

Today’s Hymns 
 

Hymn     #783 (WOV) 
Hymn     #462 (WOV) 
Hymn     #699 (WOV) 



16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—
especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the 
Lord. 17So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would 
welcome me. 18If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, 
charge that to my account. 19I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I 
will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. 
20Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my 
heart in Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, 
knowing that you will do even more than I say. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:                                                          p. 31 

 

GOSPEL:                                                                           Luke 14:25-33 
 

Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who follow 
him should know from the outset that completing the course of  
discipleship will finally mean renouncing all other allegiances. 
 
25Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said 
to them, 26"Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, 
wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot 
be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my 
disciple. 28For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit 
down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 
29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all 
who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, 'This fellow began to 
build and was not able to finish.' 31Or what king, going out to wage war 
against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is 
able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with 
twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he 
sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none 
of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your posses-
sions. 
 
SERMON: 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:          Living For Jesus        #462 HFG Lt. Blue 

 

APOSTLES CREED:                                                                       p. 33 
 

THE PRAYERS:                                                                               p. 34 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN & PRAYER:                                                p.35 

GREAT THANKSGIVING:                                                   pp.36-38 
 

LORD’S PRAYER & COMMUNION:                                        p. 39 
 

          Agnus Dei                    Dianne & Momoh Intro: 
 

CANTICLE:  Agnus Dei      Song by Congregation 
 

SENDING:                                                                                       p. 41 
 

CLOSING HYMN:         Blessed Assurance                       #699 WOV 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

Sarah Circle meeting on September 7 at 6:30 at church.  
 

COFFEE SERVERS NEEDED!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  

For the Month of September 

Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall, by the kitchen.  
 

The Almelund Farmers Market is in it's 15th Season. 

Come Friday afternoons from 3-6pm , @ Rod's Country  

Corner. If interested, contact Pat @ 583-2100. 
 

Office Hours: M-W 9-5 unless otherwise noted. Cell phone is  
always available @ 651-431-8941 

 

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES 

St. Bridget of Sweden Catholic Church, is hosting a summer concert 

series open to all! Come enjoy music from great local talent this  

summer! Thursday, September 22nd  @ 7:00—Music and Comedy w/3 

of Lakes Areas own. All concerts are free-will offering admission. 

Concerts held at: St. Bridget of Sweden Catholic Church. 

13060 Lake BLVD, Lindstrom, MN 55045 
 

Apple Festival - Sunday, September 18th 11:00 - 4:00. Volunteers are 

needed Sunday to help set-up, serve and clean-up - if interested, please 

contact Pat @ 583-2100.  

Kitchen Reserved For Apple Festival Prepping: 
 

Monday,    September 12th    @ 5:00 apple butter. 
Thursday, September 15th @ 4:00 apple crisp. 
Friday,      September 16th      @ 4:00 apple bread pudding. 

Thank you for helping 
lead worship today! 
 
Interim Pastor: 
Matt Saarem 
 

Organist: 
Momoh Freeman 
 

Reader: 
Linda Mielke 
 

Ushers:  
Keith Parsons & 
Tora Carlson 
 

Sound Tech:  
Dave Rue 
 

Camera Tech: 
Matt Oknich 
 

Communion Ushers: 
Dave Rue,  
Bob Rothe,  
Perry Lindberg 
 

Coffee Servers: 
None as yet 
 

Altar Guild: 
Jeske Noordergraaf 

Happy Birthday  
this week & Next!   

 

6 

DeeDee Fredlund 

Karen Westlund 

8 

John Brekke 

Scott Fisk 

James Carr 

9 

Esther Tauer 

Grace DeVault 

10 

Jessica Bellin 



Mark Your Calendars for The Almelund Sampler, Sunday, October 

30th @ 2:00pm. You do not want to miss this afternoon event, fea-

turing music of local musicians sharing their talents. Come - invite 

your family and friends! Worship & Music will be serving Layer 

Cakes and Coffee following the concert.  
 

Youth Group: resumes on Wed. Sept. 14th from 6:30pm-8:00pm. 
If you have a child in 6th-12th grade and would like to be a part of 
youth,  please attend a meeting or talk to Jason or DeeDee. 

Immanuel Church  
Calendar This Week 
 
Sunday, September 4 
8:30 Service Prep for  
        Worship Leaders. 
9:30 Communion Worship  
        Service Live and Online,  
10:30 Coffee Servers: None 
11:00 Counters count offering 
 

Monday, September 5 
LABOR DAY 
Office Closed 
5:00 Property Meeting 
6:00 Council Meeting 
 

Tuesday, September 6 
9-5 Office Hours 
9:00 Worship Team Meets 
 

Wednesday, September 7 
9-1:30 Office Hours 
12:00 Deadline for bulletin  
        Info 
1:30-3:00 Prayer Shawl 
2:00 Bulletins Printed 
6:30 Sarah Circle @  
        Church 
 

Thursday, September 8 
 

Friday, September 9 
3-6 pm Farmers Market @  
        Rod’s 
 

Saturday, September 10 
 

Sunday, September 11 
8:30 Service Prep for  
        Worship Leaders. 
9:30 Worship Service Live  
        and Online,  
10:30 Coffee Servers: None 
11:00 Counters count offering 

Vespers Community Chior: 

Starts practicing October 23rd 
 

Attention all Singers!!  If you love to sing, come sing with Unex-

pected Company Chorale! Fall Session rehearsals are starting on Mon-

day, September 12th, at 7PM.  The Chorale rehearses Monday eve-

nings at Trinity Lutheran Church, 13025 Newell Ave, Lindstrom.  For 

the first rehearsal, please arrive at 6:30 PM.  If you have any ques-

tions, check out the website at ucchorale.org. For your safety and for 

the safety of your fellow singers, Unexpected Company Chorale will 

require singers to be vaccinated and boosted this coming season. 

 Mike Leadholm, UCC Boardmember 
 

Labyrinth Dedication: Last Sunday, August 28th, was very nice with 

many members and Chinander family members attending. 
 

Thank you:  

Words cannot express our gratitude for all that Immanuel Lutheran 

has given Robin. Comfort, joy and a wonderful Christian family. All 

things she cherished and valued. 

 With Sincere gratitude, 

  The family of Robin Chinander 

August 28, 2022   
Attendance: 56 

 

Weekly Giving Update: 

August 28, 2022  
 

General  $3,092.10 

Building Fund $32.00 

Benevolence $70.00 

Loose   $48.00 

Cookbook $12.00 

Use of Church $250.00 

Cdfee   $1.00                

Total   $3,505.10 

 

http://ucchorale.org/

