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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
37515 Park Trail, Center City, MN 55012 
Email:  immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

Phone:  651-583-2340 
Website:  www.immanuelalmelund.org 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/

immanuellutheranchurchofalmelund 
 

Rev. Matt Saarem, Interim Pastor 
pmssaarem@yahoo.com 

715-553-2670 
 

  

Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant 
immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

651-431-8941 
 
 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 
jfredlund@frontiernet.net 

Jason 651-208-5915 

DeeDee 651-206-1190 
 

 

Judy Nelson, Prayer Chain 
jlnelson62@centurylink.net 

651-674-5920 
 

Office Hours: M-W 9-5 unless otherwise noted.  

Cell phone is always available @ 651-431-8941 

 

IMMANUEL STAFF 
 

Rev. Matt Saarem 
  

Momoh Freeman, Organist 
 

Pat Remer, Accompanist 
 

Volunteers Church Custodian 
Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant &

  

Financial Recorder/Secretary 
 

Daryl Abrahamson, Cemetery Groundskeeper 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
37515 Park Trail, Almelund, MN 55012 

Interim Pastor Matt Saarem 
Pentecost 14 

September 11, 2022 



GATHERING 
Today’s Service is using the HFG; Lt. Blue Book 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
The grumbling of the religious leaders in today's gospel is actually our holy 
hope: This Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks 
and saves the lost is not only a holy hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 1 
Timothy reminds us, "The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners." Thanks be to God. 
 

God, so much violence, so much pain, so much heartache. 
May our remembrances of this day instill within us a horror of war, 
And help us stand against the atrocities caused by terrorism.  
As we grieve with those who still mourn, 
And share memories with those who cannot forget, 
May we be stirred by your love and compassion for all. 
As we remember those who bravely responded, 
And gave their lives to save others, 
May we draw strength from their selfless sacrifice. 
As we stand with strangers who became neighbors that day, 
Sharing and caring for people they did not know, 
We give thanks for their generosity and hospitality. 
May it remind us of the call to be good Samaritans, 
Reaching out across race and culture to other victims of violence. 
So many in our world have lost loved ones to terrorism and war, 
So many have been displaced from homes and country, 
May their plight fill us with a longing for peace. 
Let us seek for understanding and reconciling, 
And not turn from your kingdom ways. 
Above all God, may we remember your faithfulness, 
And learn to trust in your unfailing love.  Amen  
 
OPENING HYMN:       God Bless America 
 

God bless America, land that I love Stand beside her and guide her 
Through the night with the light from above From the mountains to the 
prairies To the oceans white with foam God bless America, my home 
sweet home God bless America, my home sweet home. 
 

A Prayer remembering 9/11/2001  
L: God, so much violence, so much pain, so much heartache. 
C: May our remembrances of this day instill within us a horror of  
     war, And help us stand against the atrocities caused by terrorism.  
L: As we grieve with those who still mourn, And share memories with  
     those who cannot forget, 

Welcome to  
Immanuel! 

 
 

Thank you for joining 
us for our worship  

service. Whoever you 
are, whatever you’ve 
done, or where ever 
you are in life. You 
are loved by God 

which means, You are  
welcome here at  
Immanuel. God’s 

grace is given freely, 
not earned.  So what-
ever journey you are 
on, God led you here  
today. We thank you 
for coming and hope 

to see you again soon. 
 
Visitors, welcome to 
worship!  If you are 
interested in knowing 
more about our con-
gregation please speak 
to Interim Pastor Matt 
Saarem or call the 
church office!   
Contact info is on the 
back of this bulletin. 
 
We Encourage all  
Children who can 
read, to follow along 
in the bulletin during 
our worship service. 

C: May we be stirred by your love and compassion for all. 
L: As we remember those who bravely responded, 
     And gave their lives to save others, 
C: May we draw strength from their selfless sacrifice. 
L: As we stand with strangers who became neighbors that day, Sharing  
     and caring for people they did not know, We give thanks for their  
     generosity and hospitality. 
C: May it remind us of the call to be good Samaritans, Reaching out   
     across race and culture to other victims of violence. 
L: So many in our world have lost loved ones to terrorism and war, 
     So many have been displaced from homes and country, 
C: May their plight fill us with a longing for peace. 
L: Let us seek for understanding and reconciling, 
     And not turn from your kingdom ways. 
ALL: Above all God may we remember your faithfulness, And learn  
          to trust in your unfailing love. Amen  
 
FIRST READING:                                                          Exodus 32:7-14 
While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a 
golden calf to worship. Today's reading shows Moses as the mediator 
between an angry God and a sinful people. Moses reminds God that the 
Israelites are God's own people, and boldly asks for mercy for them. 
 
7The LORD said to Moses, "Go down at once! Your people, whom you 
brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have 
been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have 
cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacri-
ficed to it, and said, 'These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up 
out of the land of Egypt!'" 9The LORD said to Moses, "I have seen this 
people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now let me alone, so that my wrath 
may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will 
make a great nation." 11But Moses implored the LORD his God, and 
said, "O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, 
whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a 
mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, 'It was with evil intent 
that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume 
them from the face of the earth'? Turn from your fierce wrath; change 
your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your 
own self, saying to them, 'I will multiply your descendants like the stars 
of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your  
descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.'" 14And the LORD changed 
his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 

We invite you to  
follow the service and 
take part in a way that 
feels right to you. 
 
P  = Leader 
C = Congregation 
R = Reader 
 

Sections in bold are to 
be read by the  
congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today’s Scripture 
 

Exodus           32:7-14 
Psalm             51:1-10 
1 Timothy      1:12-17 
Luke               15:1-10 
 

Today’s Hymns 
 

Hymn         Insert 
Hymn         #107 HFG 
Hymn         #692 HFG 
Hymn         #681 HFG 
 



PSALM:                                                                               Psalm 51:1-10 
 

R: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in your  
     great compassion blot out my offenses. 
C: Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse  
     me from my sin. 
R: For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me. 
C: Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your    
     sight; so you are justified when you speak and right in your  
     judgment. 
R: Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother's  
     womb. 
C: Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and would have me  
     know wisdom deep within. 
R: Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I  
     shall be purer than snow. 
C: Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken  
     may rejoice. 
R: Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness. 
C: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit  
     within me.  
 

 

SECOND READING:                                              1 Timothy 1:12-17 
The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because 
they contain advice especially intended for leaders in the church. Here 
the mercy shown to Paul, who once persecuted the church, is cited as evi-
dence that even the most unworthy may become witnesses to the grace of 
God. 
 
12I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me,  
because he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even 
though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. 
But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the 
grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in 
Christ Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the  
foremost. 16But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the 
foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an 
example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17To 
the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and  
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The word of the Lord                     Thanks be to God 
 

GOSPEL:                                                                       Luke 15:1-10  

Glory to you O Lord 
 

Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the 
lost being found and sinners repenting. God takes the initiative to find 
sinners, each of whom is so precious to God that their recovery brings 
joy in heaven. 
 
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to 
[Jesus]. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, 
"This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them." 3So he told them 
this parable: 4Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing 
one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go 
after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays 
it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes home, he calls 
together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, 
for I have found my sheep that was lost.' 7Just so, I tell you, there will 
be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 8Or what woman hav-
ing ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, 
sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has 
found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice 
with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.' 10Just so, I tell you, 
there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who 
repents." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord                Praise to you, O Christ 
 

SERMON: 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:               Amazing Grace               #107 #HFG 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 
 

God of grace,                      hear our prayer. 
 

 

OFFERTORY:      Battle Hymn of The Republic v.v 1&4    #692HFG 
 

OFFERING PRAYER: 
Gracious God, 
in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these 
gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in 
need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 
Amen. 

Thank you for helping 
lead worship today! 
 

Interim Pastor: 
Matt Saarem 
 

Organist: 
Momoh Freeman 
 

Reader:  
Richard Sellman 
 

Ushers: Clay Ryberg 
& Mark Weslander 
 

Sound Tech:  
Dave Rue 
 

Camera Tech: 
Matt Oknich 
 

Altar Guild: Green 
Jeske Noordergraaf 
 

Coffee Servers: 
Naomi & Sarah Circles 

 

Happy Birthday  
this week!   

 

11 

Julie Flodquist 

Jerry Meyer 

12 

Jodi Johnson-

Waldemar 

15 

Amy Stender 

16 

Don Noyes 

Katherine Flanery 

Olivia Loso 

Ella Loso 



LORD’S PRAYER: 

 

SENDING: 

God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you 
with truth and peace. And may the holy Trinity, one God, 
guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 
Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN:      Let There Be Peace on Earth      #681 HFG 
 

DISMISSAL: 
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Used by 
permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by  

permission. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

Men of Immanuel are serving their pancake breakfast on Sunday  

September 25th, here at church in place of coffee time for Rally  

Sunday. 
 

YOUTH NEWS:  
Youth Group will be at this years Apple Fest on Sun. Sept. 18th. 
Youth and parents are needed to help prep Sat. morning and to work  
    the event on Sunday.  
First meeting is Wed. Sept. 14th @ 6:30pm.  
Youth Group Retreat at Luther Point is set for Oct. 28th-30th! 
 

CONFIRMATION:  
Confirmation classes will be starting soon!! Registration is coming 
so stay tuned!  
 
NAOMI CIRCLE September 20th @ 9:30 @ church. Sharon is 
serving 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL teacher’s meeting on Wednesday, Sept 14Th at 
5:30 pm in the gathering area? Still looking for anyone else who 
would like to teach or be a substitute.  

Immanuel Church  
Calendar This Week 
 

Sunday, September 11 
8:30 Service Prep for  
        Worship Leaders. 
9:30 Worship Service Live  
        and Online,  
10:30 Coffee Servers: Naomi  
        & Sarah Circles 
11:00 Counters count offering 
 

Monday, September 12 
9-5 Office Hours 
5:00 Making Apple Butter 
5:00 Property Meeting 
6:00 Church Council 
 

Tuesday, September 13 
9-5 Office Hours 
9:00 Worship Team Meets 
 

Wednesday, September 14 
9-5 Office Hours 
12:00 Deadline for bulletin  
        Info 
2:00 Bulletins Printed 
5:30 Sunday School teachers  
       meeting in gathering area 
6:30-8:00 Youth Meeting 
 

Thursday, September 15 
4:00 Making Apple Crisps 
 

Friday, September 16 
4:00 Making Apple Bread 
        Puddings 
3-6 pm Farmers Market @  
        Rod’s 
 

Saturday, September 17 
 

Sunday, September 18 
8:30 Service Prep for  
        Worship Leaders. 
9:30 Communion Worship  
        Service Live and Online,  
No Coffee 
11:00 Apple Festival 

 

The Almelund Farmers Market is in it's 15th Season. 

Come Friday afternoons from 3-6pm , @ Rod's Country Corner and 

check out the local items...annuals, perennials and garden plants,  

asparagus, rhubarb, eggs, maple syrup, honey, breads, jams/jellies, 

craft items and other goodies! Products change with the season. New 

vendors are encouraged and welcomed to join this fun community get

-together. If interested, contact Pat @ 583-2100. 
 

COFFEE SERVERS NEEDED!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  

For the Month of September & October 

Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall, by the kitchen.  
 

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES 

St. Bridget of Sweden Catholic Church, is hosting a summer  

concert series open to all! Come enjoy music from great local talent 

this summer! Thursday, September 22nd @ 7:00—Music and  

Comedy w/3 of Lakes Areas own. All concerts are free-will  

offering admission. Concerts held at: St. Bridget of Sweden  

Catholic Church. 

13060 Lake BLVD, Lindstrom, MN 55045 
 

Apple Festival - Sunday, September 18th 11:00 - 4:00. Volunteers 

are needed Sunday to help set-up, serve and clean-up - if interested, 

please contact Pat @ 583-2100.  
 

Mark Your Calendars for The Almelund Sampler,  

Sunday, October 30th @ 2:00pm. You do not want to miss this after-

noon event, featuring music of local musicians sharing their talents. 

Come - invite your family and friends! Worship & Music will be 

serving Layer Cakes and Coffee following the concert.  
 

 

September 4, 2022   
Attendance: 53 

 

Weekly Giving Update: 

September 4, 2022  
 

General  $3,110.00 

Benevolence  $50.00 

Building Fund $30.00 

Loose  $32.00 

Memorials $25.00 

Online Serv. Fee $9.40               

Total   $3,256.40 

 


