
 

A welcoming community rooted in Christ, growing in faith and serving with joy! 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
37515 Park Trail, Center City, MN 55012 
Email:  immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

Phone:  651-583-2340 
Website:  www.immanuelalmelund.org 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/

immanuellutheranchurchofalmelund 
 

Rev. Matt Saarem, Interim Pastor 
pmssaarem@yahoo.com 

715-553-2670 
 

  

Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant 
immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

651-431-8941 
 
 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 
jfredlund@frontiernet.net 

Jason 651-208-5915 

DeeDee 651-206-1190 
 

 

Judy Nelson, Prayer Chain 
jlnelson62@centurylink.net 

651-674-5920 
 

Office Hours: M-W 9-5 unless otherwise  

noted. Cell phone is  

always available @ 651-431-8941 

 

IMMANUEL STAFF 
 

Rev. Matt Saarem 
  

Momoh Freeman, Organist 
 

Pat Remer, Accompanist 
 

Volunteers Church Custodian 
Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant &

  

Financial Recorder/Secretary 
 

Daryl Abrahamson, Cemetery Groundskeeper 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
37515 Park Trail, Almelund, MN 55012 

Interim Pastor Matt Saarem 
Pentecost 15 

September 18, 2022 



GATHERING 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

PRELUDE:                 The Love of God                by Dianne & Momoh 
                                   Morning has Broken 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers 
(rather than owners) of all that we have, it is crucial to recognize that 
we are bought with a price. "Christ Jesus, himself human, . . . gave him-
self a ransom for all." Apart from the generosity of God we have noth-
ing—we are nothing. By God's gracious favor we have everything we 
need. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:                                                        

L: We come today to worship God:  
C: to focus ourselves on what is good.  
L: We live in a world full of chancers:  
C: those who try to twist the rules and deny the evidence of our own  
     eyes.  
L: We come seeking to be children of the light:  
C: help us to be wise to the world’s ways and open to your Way for  
     us.  
L: Let us worship God.  
 
OPENING HYMN:            How Great Thou Art              #856 ELW 

Agnis Horton v.v. 1,2,3 
Congregation v. 4 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God among us,  
we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. 
Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and 
our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our  
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING:                                                                Amos 8:4-7 
Amos was called by God to prophesy in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. 
Peace and prosperity in Israel led to corrupt business practices and op-
pression of the poor. The prophet declares that God will not tolerate 
such a situation. 
 
4Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of 
the land, 5saying, "When will the new moon be over so that we may sell 
grain; and the sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale? We will 
make the ephah small and the shekel great, and practice deceit with 
false balances,  

Welcome to  
Immanuel! 

 
 

Thank you for joining 
us for our worship  

service. Whoever you 
are, whatever you’ve 
done, or where ever 
you are in life. You 
are loved by God 

which means, You are  
welcome here at  
Immanuel. God’s 

grace is given freely, 
not earned.  So what-
ever journey you are 
on, God led you here  
today. We thank you 
for coming and hope 

to see you again soon. 
 
Visitors, welcome to 
worship!  If you are 
interested in knowing 
more about our con-
gregation please speak 
to Interim Pastor Matt 
Saarem or call the 
church office!   
Contact info is on the 
back of this bulletin. 
 
We Encourage all  
Children who can 
read, to follow along 
in the bulletin during 
our worship service. 

6buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling 
the sweepings of the wheat." 7The LORD has sworn by the pride of Ja-
cob: Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 
 
PSALM:                                                                                      Psalm 113 
 

R: Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the LORD; praise the name of  
     the LORD. 
C: Let the name of the LORD be blessed, from this time forth  
     forevermore. 
R: From the rising of the sun to its going down let the name of the LORD  
     be praised. 
C: The LORD is high above all nations, God's glory above the  
     heavens. 
R: Who is like the LORD our God, who sits enthroned on high, 
C: but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth? 
R: The LORD takes up the weak out of the dust and lifts up the poor from  
     the ashes, 
C: enthroning them with the rulers, with the rulers of the people. 
R: The LORD makes the woman of a childless house to be a joyful  
     mother of children. Hallelujah! 
 
SECOND READING:                                                     1 Timothy 2:1-7 
The pastoral epistles offer insight into how early Christians understood 
many practical matters, such as church administration and worship. The 
church's focused prayer for others is an expression of the single-minded 
passion God has toward us in Jesus. 
 
1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high 
positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness 
and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our  
Savior, 4who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth. 5For there is one God; there is also one mediator between 
God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, 6who gave himself a 
ransom for all—this was attested at the right time. 7For this I was  
appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a 
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
 

The word of the Lord                     Thanks be to God 

We invite you to  
follow the service and 
take part in a way that 
feels right to you. 
 
L  = Leader 
C = Congregation 
R = Reader 
 

Sections in bold are to 
be read by the  
congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today’s Scripture 
 

Amos               8:4-7 
Psalm              113 
1 Timothy       2:1-7 
Luke               16:1-13 
 

Today’s Hymns 
 

Hymn        #856 ELW 
Hymn        Insert 
Hymn        #733 ELW 



GOSPEL:                                                                             Luke 16:1-13 
 

Glory to you O Lord 
 

Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest manager who cheats his  
employer and then is commended by him for having acted so shrewdly.  
Jesus wonders why his own followers are less creative and diligent in 
their stewardship given that they are managers of a far more valuable 
household. 
 
1Then Jesus said to the disciples, "There was a rich man who had a  
manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was squander-
ing his property. 2So he summoned him and said to him, 'What is this 
that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management,  
because you cannot be my manager any longer.' 3Then the manager said 
to himself, 'What will I do, now that my master is taking the position 
away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 
4I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, 
people may welcome me into their homes.' 5So, summoning his master's 
debtors one by one, he asked the first, 'How much do you owe my mas-
ter?' 6He answered, 'A hundred jugs of olive oil.' He said to him, 'Take 
your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.' 7Then he asked another, 
'And how much do you owe?' He replied, 'A hundred containers of 
wheat.' He said to him, 'Take your bill and make it eighty.' 8And his mas-
ter commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; 
for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own 
generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make friends 
for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they 
may welcome you into the eternal homes. 10Whoever is faithful in a very 
little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is 
dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been faithful with the dis-
honest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have 
not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what 
is your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either 
hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the  
other. You cannot serve God and wealth." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord                Praise to you, O Christ 

 
SERMON:           
 
HYMN:                                “Channels Only”                                 Insert 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 

 

God of grace,                           hear our prayer. 

OFFERTORY:               Count Your Blessings               by Agnis Horton 
 

OFFERING PRAYER: 
 

God of abundance:  
in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, 
and make us ready to share with all in need; 
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 
Amen. 
 
HOLY  COMMUNION: 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION: 
 

Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see. 
 
DISTRIBUTION: 

 
COMMUNION HYMN:  Let There Be Peace on Earth   by Dianne Wiik 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: 

 

God of the abundant table, 
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the  
journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our 
neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

BLESSING: 
 

God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with 
truth and peace. And may the holy Trinity, one God, guide you always in 
faith, hope, and love. Amen. 
 
SENDING: 
 

L: God our Maker,  
C: bless us with wonder.  
L: Jesus the story-teller,  
C: bless us with courage.  
L: Holy Spirit of wisdom  
C: bless us with common sense.  
L: God in community, Holy and One,  
C: bless us and keep us on your way.  

Thank you for helping 
lead worship today! 
 

Interim Pastor: 
Matt Saarem 
 

Organist: 
Momoh Freeman 
 

Special Music: 
Agnis Horton 
Dianne Wiik 
 

Reader:  
Sharon Thiel 
 

Ushers: Keith Parsons 
& Lynn Schultz 
 

Sound Tech:  
Nancy Nadeau 
 

Camera Tech: 
Jodi Johnson-
Waldemar 
 

Communion Ushers: 
John Sandberg 
Richard Sellman 
Steve Peterson 
 

Altar Guild: Green 
Jeske Noordergraaf 
 

Coffee Servers: 
No coffee, as it is  
“The Apple Festival” 

Happy Birthday  
this week!   

 

18 

Lori Carr 

19 

Emma Bergerson 

20 

Bryan Peterson 

21 

Carter Rothe 

Steve Blomquist 

Erin Tauer 

22 

Janet Johnson 

24 

Linda Holm 



CLOSING HYMN:        Great is Thy Faithfulness          #733 ELW 
Agnis Horton v.v. 1&2 

Congregation v. 3               
 

DISMISSAL: 
 

Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE:        “Moments like These” & “Sing Halleluia” 

by Dianne & Momoh 
 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permis-
sion. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
copyright 1989 Division of Christian  
Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. 
 

Immanuel Church  
Calendar This Week 
 

Sunday, September 18 
8:30 Service Prep for  
        Worship Leaders. 
9:30 Communion Worship  
        Service Live and Online,  
10:30 No Coffee today 
11:00 Apple Festival 
 

Monday, September 19 
Newsletter Deadline 
9-5 Office Hours 
5:00 Stewardship Meeting 
 

Tuesday, September 20 
9-5 Office Hours 
9:00 Worship Team Meets 
9:30 Naomi meets @ church 
        Sharon is serving 
 

Wednesday, September 21 
9-1:30 Office Hours 
12:00 Deadline for bulletin  
        Info 
1:30-3:00 Prayer Shawl 
2:00 Bulletins Printed 
 

Thursday, September 22 
7:00 Music & Comedy @ St.  
        Bridget of Sweden 
 

Friday, September 23 
3-6 pm Farmers Market @  
        Rod’s 
 

Saturday, September 24 
 

Sunday, September 25 
8:30 Service Prep for  
        Worship Leaders. 
9:30 Rally Sunday Worship  
        Service Live and Online,  
10:30 Pancake Breakfast by     
        The Men of Immanuel 

CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING!!!!! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

Today is Pastor Matt’s last Service with us. Lets show him our  
Gratitude for his great call this year. 
 

Apple Festival - Sunday, TODAY!!!!! 11:00-4:00 
 

The Almelund Farmers Market is soon coming to an end - last 
day is Friday, September 30th, 3:00-6:00. Thanks for all the great 
support throughout our 15th season - we really appreciated it and 
enjoyed visiting with all our customers!  
 

COFFEE SERVERS NEEDED!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  
For October 2nd & 9th 
Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall, by the kitchen.  
 

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES 
St. Bridget of Sweden Catholic Church, is hosting a summer concert series 
open to all! Come enjoy music from great local talent this summer! Thurs-
day, September 22nd @ 7:00—Music and Comedy w/3 of Lakes Areas 
own. All concerts are free-will offering admission. Concerts held at:  
St. Bridget of Sweden Catholic Church. 
13060 Lake BLVD, Lindstrom, MN 55045 
 

Mark Your Calendars for The Almelund Sampler, Sunday, October 30th 
@ 2:00pm. You do not want to miss this afternoon event, featuring music 
of local musicians sharing their talents. Come - invite your family and 
friends! Worship & Music will be serving Layer Cakes and Coffee follow-
ing the concert.  
 

RALLY SUNDAY 
Is next Sunday. Kids can register on that day. 
 

QUILTING GROUP: 
Meeting to determine future of Quilting Group  
Date: Wednesday,  September 28th  
Potluck at 11 AM  
Dining Room at Church  
Meeting at 11:45 Bring ideas.  Open to all church members and friends in 
the community.  

September 11, 2022   
Attendance: 48 

 

Weekly Giving Update: 
September 11, 2022   

 

General  $3,080.00 
Building Fund   $160.00 
Benevolence    $270.00 
Loose        $20.00 
Online Fee        $8.60               
Total   $3,538.60 
 

THANK YOU!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 

Thank You Pastor Matt, for being awesome this last year as our  

Interim Pastor. You have kept the call process smooth and it has been a 

pleasure working with you. 

Mark Weslander 


