
 

A welcoming community rooted in Christ, growing in faith and serving with joy! 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church 
37515 Park Trail, Center City, MN 55012 
Email:  immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

Phone:  651-583-2340 
Website:  www.immanuelalmelund.org 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/

immanuellutheranchurchofalmelund 
 

Justin Fenger, Pastor 
revjfenger@gmail.com 

651-308-7717 
 

  

Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant 
immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

651-431-8941 
 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 
jfredlund@frontiernet.net 

Jason 651-208-5915 

DeeDee 651-206-1190 
 

 

Judy Nelson, Prayer Chain 
jlnelson62@centurylink.net 

651-674-5920 
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Pat Remer, Accompanist 
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Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
37515 Park Trail, Almelund, MN 55012 

Pastor Justin Fenger 
Fourth Sunday After Epiphany 

January 29, 2023 



GATHERING 
Today’s Service is using ELW; Red Book 

 

WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

PRELUDE:                           Blessed Assurance  
by; Pastor Johnny Russell & Alfreda Rambal 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, 
love kindness, and walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who 
find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, the 
meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and 
those who hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity 
and calling in this countercultural way of living and serving. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP: 
L: How shall we come before God on this day?  
C: How will God recognize our faithfulness?  
L: God has told you what God desires above all else.  
C: We will do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God.  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

Trusting in God's mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. We 
have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away 
from you. For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may 
be reconciled to one another for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Thus says our God: "The former things have come to pass and new things I 
now declare." God's mercy makes us new. 
We are forgiven in the name of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
OPENING HYMN:     Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty      #413 ELW 
 
HOLY BAPTISM:     For: William Nelson Flanery      Pg. 227 
 
HYMN:             What A Fellowship, What A Joy Divine               #774 ELW 

Welcome to  
Immanuel! 

 

Thank you for joining 
us for our worship  
service. Whoever you 
are, whatever you’ve 
done, or where ever 
you are in life. You 
are loved by God 
which means, You 
are  
welcome here at  
Immanuel. God’s 
grace is given freely, 
not earned.  So what-
ever journey you are 
on, God led you here  
today. We thank you 
for coming and hope 
to see you again 
soon. 
 
Visitors, welcome to 
worship!  If you are 
interested in knowing 
more about our con-
gregation please 
speak to Pastor or 
call the church office!   
Contact info is on the 
back of this bulletin. 
 
We Encourage all  
Children who can 
read, to follow along 
in the bulletin during 
our worship service. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
Holy God,  
you confound the world's wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly 
and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and 
perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world 
may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON: 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC:   Lord I Need You  by; Pastor Russell & Alfreda Rambal 
 
FIRST READING:                                                                        Micah 6:1-8 
With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a 
lawsuit against Israel. God has "wearied" Israel with a long history of saving 
acts. God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices to attempt to earn divine 
favor. Rather God empowers the people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, 
and to walk shrewdly in God's service. 
 
1Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and 
let the hills hear your voice. 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the 
LORD, and you enduring foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a con-
troversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel. 3"O my people, 
what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 4For I 
brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of 
slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 5O my people, re-
member now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor 
answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know 
the saving acts of the LORD." 6"With what shall I come before the LORD, 
and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt of-
ferings, with calves a year old? 7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of 
rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my 
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?" 8He has told you, 
O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

 

We invite you to  
follow the service and 
take part in a way that 
feels right to you. 
 
Hearing devices are  
available from an  
usher. 
 
P = Pastor 
L = Leader 
C = Congregation 
R = Reader 
 
Sections in bold are 
to be read by the  
congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today’s Scripture  
 

Micah              6:1-8 
Psalm               15 
1 Corinthians  1:18-31 
Matthew          5:1-12 
 

Today’s Hymns 
 

Hymn     #413 (ELW) 
Hymn     #774 (ELW) 
Hymn     #661 (ELW) 
 



PSALM:                                                                                       Psalm 15 
 

R: LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle?  
     Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
C: Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 
     who speak the truth from their heart; 
R: they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 
     they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 
C: In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear  
     the LORD. They have sworn upon their health and do not take back  
     their word. 
R: They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes  
     against the innocent. Those who do these things shall never be  
     overthrown.  
 
SECOND READING:                                                    1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
According to the world's standards of power and might, the message of the 
cross seems stupid and offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way 
God has chosen to work power and salvation through weakness, rejection, 
and suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes true wisdom and pow-
er for believers. 
 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, "I will  
destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will 
thwart." 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For 
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, 
God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 
believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we  
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to  
Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God's foolishness is wiser than 
human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger than human strength.  
26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by 
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 
27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose 
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and 
despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 
29so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your 
life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness 
and sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, "Let the one 
who boasts, boast in the Lord." 
 

The word of the Lord                     Thanks be to God 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:          Blest Are They  v. 5            #728 ELW 
 

GOSPEL:                                                                            Matthew 5:1-12                                
 

Glory to you, O Lord 

Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in 
the reign of God. 
 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, 
saying: 3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5"Blessed are 
the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6"Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7"Blessed are the merciful, 
for they will  
receive mercy. 8"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God 
9"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 11"Blessed are you when people revile you and per-
secute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account 
12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you." 

 

The Gospel of the Lord                Praise to you, O Christ 
 

SERMON: 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  I Love To Tell The Story                    #661 ELW 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 

 

God of light,                      hear our prayer. 
 
OFFERTORY:            

 “I Love the Man From Galilee/Glory Be to God in The Highest” Medley 
by; Pastor Russel & Alfreda Rambal 

 
OFFERING PRAYER: 
 

Lord take us as we are, and take what we bring to you as a sign of our  
devotion to you.  
We are blessed— we are the lucky ones. During the different phases of 
our lives and amidst the different challenges, you bless us in providing 
us with what we need. Friendship, security, wisdom, comfort, love; 
many different expressions of blessing that are appropriate for our par-
ticular needs. Thank you Lord.  
These gifts we bring are yours, Bless them and bless us.  
Amen.  

Thank you for helping 
lead worship today! 

 
Pastor: 
Justin Fenger 
 

Organist: 
Momoh Freeman 
 

Special Music: 
Pastor Johnny Russell 
& Alfreda Rambal 
 

Reader: 
Gwen Swenson 
 

Ushers:  
Youth Group 
 

Sound Tech:  
Merrie Tolzmann 
 

Camera Tech: 
Tracy Tolzmann 
 

Children’s Sermon: 
Youth Group 
 

Teachers: 
Teresa Carlson 
 

Altar Guild: Green 
Loraine Rue 
 

Coffee Servers: 
Swenson & Flanery 

Happy Birthday  
this week!   

 

29 

Joanne Johnson 

Ryan Tauer 

31 

Alexie Koran 

Feb 1 

Dorothy Johnson 

2 

Makenna Thorsen 

4 

Mark C. (Diane)

Johnson 



 Benefit For Doug Julik March 4, 2023 @ 12 Noon  
Cushing Community Center - 2510 241st St. Cushing WI  
Live Auction - Raffles - Live Music - Great Food - Silent Auction - Gun 
Raffle  

Donations of cut bars [in disposable pans] would be welcomed - please 
have them to Immanuel's kitchen by 9:00 Friday morning, March 3rd. 
Donations for the live & silent auction would also be gladly accepted. 
Any questions, contact Shannon 651-334-7853 or Pat 651-583-2100.  
The Julik family are long-time members of our Almelund Community. 

Doug was diagnosed with stage four cholangiocarcinoma, a rare and 
aggressive cancer that forms in the bile ducts of the liver. Doug has  
already undergone many treatments of chemo, immunotherapy, and 
has had to travel to see multiple specialists to fight this disease. . Your 
support would be greatly appreciated!  
 
Gofundme: Brad & Stacy Fairbanks 

 

Brad was diagnosed with stage 3 colon cancer in September and is cur-
rently going through radiation and chemotherapy. Brad's health care 
benefits will end mid-January as he has been unable to work full time. 
Stacy has had major back problems preventing her from working. 
Whenever there is a need for help in the Almelund community - both 
Brad and Stacy are there to donate time. Please help us help this family 
- they need our financial support.  
 The Almelund Community 

 
Luther Point Bible Camp’s Annual Meeting. 

Sunday, February 19, 2023 at 2:00p.m. 
Join us in person at Luther Point’s Dining Hall or via Zoom. Visit 
www.LutherPoint.org for more info. 
Our new Luther Point Delegate will represent us at this meeting. 
 

 
THANK YOU 

 
Thank you for thinking of me - all your thoughts, prayers and cards are 
greatly appreciated!  
  Ellie Olson  

January 22, 2023 
Attendance: 78 

 

Weekly Giving Update: 

January 22, 2023 
 

General               $2,556.70 

Benevolence      $10.00 

Building Fund      $30.00 

Loose      $60.00  

Online Serv. Fee        $1.00               

Total               $2,657.70 

 

LORD’S PRAYER: 
 
BLESSING: 
 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor's 
rod bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. 
Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN:    How Great Thou Art                        #856 ELW 
 
DISMISSAL: 

 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.            Thanks be to God. 

 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture 
quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Congratulations to our newest member of Immanuel, Baptized  
today, January 29, 2023 
William Nelson Flanery, born on August 15, 2021 to TJ & Katherine 
Flanery. Sponsors are; Stephanie Parrow and Jesika Foster  
Zimmerman 
 
Flowers on the plant stand; Are in memory of Jim Swenson who 
passed away ten years ago on January 27, 2013. He is William’s 
Grandpa. 
 
The Annual Meeeting is February 12th right after church. 
 

Prayer Shawl Meeting is Wednesday February 1st @ 1:30 
 

Tune in our Daily Texts, Monday through Saturday on our Facebook 
Page @immanuellutheranchurchofalmenlund  
A daily devotional time based on an Old and New Testament bible 
verse based on a Moravian Church tradition and Ground Up Grace 
Publications  Daily Texts 2023 books are found in the back of  
Sanctuary by Welcome (Guest)  book   
 

Sunday School teachers for February are: February 5th Cami Peltier 
& Julie Abrahamson; 12th Soua Carlson & Kristi Johnson; 19th  
Teresa Carlson & Kris Koran; 26th Cami Peltier & Teresa Carlson 
ALSO: The Sunday School offering is going to the food shelves in 
North Branch & Chisago Lakes 

Immanuel Church  
Calendar This Week 

 
Sunday, January 29 
9:30 Worship Service Live  
        and Online, Sunday  
        School is after children’s  
        Sermon W/A Hymn Sing  
        with Pastor Johnny  
      Russell & Alfreda Rambal 
10:30 Coffee Servers:  
11:00 Counters count offering 
 

Monday, January 30 
9-5 Office Hours 
 

Tuesday, January 31 
9-5 Office Hours 
9:00 Worship Team meets 
 

Wednesday, February 1 
9-5 Office Hours 
12:00 Deadline for bulletin  
        Info 
2:00 Bulletins Printed 
 

Thursday, February 2 
 

Friday, February 3 
 

Saturday, February 4 
 

Sunday, February 5 

9:30 Communion Worship  

        Service Live and Online,  

        Sunday School is after  

        children’s sermon 

Confirmation Class is after  

        church 

10:30 Coffee Servers:  

11:00 Counters count offering 


