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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
37515 Park Trail, Center City, MN 55012 
Email:  immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

Phone:  651-583-2340 
Website:  www.immanuelalmelund.org 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/

immanuellutheranchurchofalmelund 
 

Justin Fenger, Pastor 
revjfenger@gmail.com 

651-308-7717 
 

  

Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant 
immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

651-431-8941 
 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 
jfredlund@frontiernet.net 

Jason 651-208-5915 

DeeDee 651-206-1190 
 

 

Judy Nelson, Prayer Chain 
jlnelson62@centurylink.net 

651-674-5920 

 

IMMANUEL STAFF 
 

Justin Fenger, Pastor 
 

Momoh Freeman, Organist 
 

Pat Remer, Accompanist 
 

Volunteers Church Custodian 
Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant &

  

Financial Recorder/Secretary 
 

Daryl Abrahamson, Cemetery Groundskeeper 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
37515 Park Trail, Almelund, MN 55012 

Pastor Justin Fenger 
Sixth Sunday After Epiphany 

February 12, 2023 



GATHERING 
Today’s Service is using ELW; Red Book 

 

WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
In today's reading from Deuteronomy we are called to choose life by loving 
and obeying God. Much of today's gospel reading echoes portions of the Ten 
Commandments. Jesus' instructions to the crowd reveal a pattern of behavior 
that honors both God and the neighbor, resulting in life and health for the 
whole community. We too are invited to embrace these commandments, not 
out of fear of retribution, but because God has promised that to do so means 
life for us. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 
 

L: The world sets before us the way of life and the way of death. 
C:  We call upon our God to lead us in the way of life. 
L: The way of life is not always the easier path. 
C: Our God is faithful, and will guide our steps. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 
 

P: We confess our sins before God and one another. 
 

Pause for silence and reflection. 
 

P: God of wilderness, 
 

God, we confess our quickness to judge and condemn our unforgiving  
natures rarely take time to look beneath the surface. We are too quick to  
pass sentence, we fail to see the cracks in others’ armor, the wounds that  
make them brittle or the hurts that leave their mark. We also close  
ourselves down to passing scrutiny, preferring to keep others at arms  
length than to be involved in intimacy. Amen.  
 

P: Just as God the Creator is pleased with Jesus and calls him beloved, God 
is pleased with you and calls you the same. Through Christ, your sins 

have been washed away and you have been forgiven. 
 
OPENING HYMN:      Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing       #807 ELW 
 

Welcome to  
Immanuel! 

 

Thank you for joining 
us for our worship  
service. Whoever you 
are, whatever you’ve 
done, or where ever 
you are in life. You 
are loved by God 
which means, You 
are  
welcome here at  
Immanuel. God’s 
grace is given freely, 
not earned.  So what-
ever journey you are 
on, God led you here  
today. We thank you 
for coming and hope 
to see you again 
soon. 
 
Visitors, welcome to 
worship!  If you are 
interested in knowing 
more about our con-
gregation please 
speak to Pastor or 
call the church office!   
Contact info is on the 
back of this bulletin. 
 
We Encourage all  
Children who can 
read, to follow along 
in the bulletin during 
our worship service. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
 

P: God of flourishing, 
C: Your law is a gift to us. Make us accountable to you and one another 

not out of fear, but out of profound love for ourselves and the whole 
of creation. In Jesus name. Amen. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC:           “I Can Only Imagine” by; Mercyme 

Momoh Freeman 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON: 
 
FIRST READING:                                                      Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
The Lord sets before the people of God a clear choice. Life and prosperity 
will come to the faithful; loss of the land will be the consequence of disobedi-
ence. Choosing life entails loving and holding fast to the Lord. Life in God's 
presence presupposes the promise made to the ancestors. 
 

[Moses said to the people:] 15See, I have set before you today life and pros-
perity, death and adversity. 16If you obey the commandments of the LORD 
your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God, 
walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordi-
nances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God 
will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17But if your heart 
turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods 
and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not 
live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I 
call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you 
life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your de-
scendants may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding 
fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live 
in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob.       
 

We invite you to  
follow the service and 
take part in a way that 
feels right to you. 
 
Hearing devices are  
available from an  
usher. 
 
P = Pastor 
L = Leader 
C = Congregation 
R = Reader 
 
Sections in bold are 
to be read by the  
congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today’s Scripture  
 

Deuteronomy  
                     30:15-20 
Psalm             119:1-8 
1 Corinthians     3:1-9 
Matthew        5:21-37 
 

Today’s Hymns 
 

Hymn     #807 (ELW) 
Hymn     #697 (ELW) 
Hymn     #712 (ELW) 
Hymn     #656 (ELW) 



  Happy Birthday  
this week!   

 

12 

Laurie Peterson 

Marshall Johnson 

Justin Johnson 

14 

Gannon Dockendorf 

16 

Tracy Tolzmann 

Tara Rothe 

Ashley Thielen 

Joe Woodruff 

17 

Kari Johnson 

Rylee Flanery 

18 

Luke Nadeau 

PSALM:                                                                                       Psalm 119:1-8 
 

R: Happy are they whose way is blameless,  
     who follow the teaching of the LORD! 
C: Happy are they who observe your decrees  
     and seek you with all their hearts, 
R: who never do any wrong, but always walk in your ways. 
C: You laid down your commandments, that we should fully keep them. 
R: Oh, that my ways were made so direct that I might keep your statutes! 
C: Then I should not be put to shame,  
     when I regard all your commandments. 
R: I will thank you with a true heart,  
     when I have learned your righteous judgments. 
C: I will keep your statutes; do not utterly forsake me. 
 
SECOND READING:                                                         1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
Human leaders in the church are not the ones who control ministry. Rather 
they are coworkers who belong to God, the one who truly controls and contin-
uously empowers the ministry of the church. 
 
1Brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as 
people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, 
for you were not ready for solid food. Even now you are still not ready, 3for 
you are still of the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and quarreling among 
you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving according to human inclinations? 
4For when one says, "I belong to Paul," and another, "I belong to Apollos," are 
you not merely human? 5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants 
through whom you came to believe, as the Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, 
Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7So neither the one who plants nor 
the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8The one 
who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and each will 
receive wages according to the labor of each. 9For we are God's servants, 
working together; you are God's field, God's building. 
 

The word of the Lord                     Thanks be to God 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:        Just a Closer Walk with Thee   #697 ELW 

(Refrain, verse-1, Refrain) 
 
GOSPEL:                                                                                Matthew 5:21-37                                                          
 

Glory to you, O Lord 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus exhorts his followers to embrace standards 
of righteousness that exceed legal requirements and traditional expectations. 
 

  Thank you for helping 
lead worship today! 

 
Pastor: 
Justin Fenger 
 

Organist: 
Momoh Freeman 
 

Special Music: 
Momoh Freeman 
 

Reader: 
Jeske Noordergraaf 
 

Ushers:  
Trent & Kristi Johnson 
 

Sound Tech:  
Steve Blomquist 
 

Camera Tech: 
Tracy Tolzmann 
 

Children’s Sermon: 
Jeske Noordergraaf 
 

Altar Guild: Green 
Jennifer Abbott 
 

Teachers: 
Soua Carlson &  
Kristi Johnson 
 

Coffee Servers: 
Youth Group 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 21"You have heard that it was said to those of 
ancient times, 'You shall not murder'; and 'whoever murders shall be liable 
to judgment.' 22But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, 
you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister, you will 
be liable to the council; and if you say, 'You fool,' you will be liable to the 
hell of fire. 23So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remem-
ber that your brother or sister has something against you, 24leave your gift 
there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and 
then come and offer your gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your accuser 
while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you 
over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into 
prison. 26Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the last 
penny. 27You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit adultery.' 
28But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to 
sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your 
members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30And if your 
right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you 
to lose one of your members than for your whole body to go into hell. 31It 
was also said, 'Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of 
divorce.' 32But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the 
ground of unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a 
divorced woman commits adultery. 33Again, you have heard that it was said 
to those of ancient times, 'You shall not swear falsely, but carry out the 
vows you have made to the Lord.' 34But I say to you, Do not swear at all, 
either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is his 
footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36And do not 
swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37Let your 
word be 'Yes, Yes' or 'No, No'; anything more than this comes from the evil 
one." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord                Praise to you, O Christ 
 
SERMON: 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:    Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 

#712 ELW 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 
 

God of light,             hear our prayer. 
 

OFFERTORY:                 We Are an Offering                          #692 ELW 



Immanuel Church  
Calendar This Week 

 
Sunday, February 12 

9:30 Worship Service Live  

        and Online. Sunday  

        School is after  

        Children’s Sermon 

        Confirmation Class is     

        after service 

10:30 Coffee Servers:  

ANNUAL MEETING 

11:00 Counters count  

        offering? 
 

Monday, February 13 
9-5 Office Hours 
10:00 WOW Practice 
5:00 Property Meeting 
6:00 Council Meeting 
 

Tuesday, February 14 
9-5 Office Hours 
9:00 Worship Team meets 
10-3 Quilters Meet W/Potluck 
6:00 Choir Rehearsal  @ ILC 
 

Wednesday, February 15 
9-5 Office Hours 
12:00 Deadline for bulletin  
        Info 
2:00 Bulletins Printed 
1:30 Parish Care Meets 
1:30 Prayer Shawl Meets 
 

Thursday, February 16 
 

Friday, February 17 
 

Saturday, February 18 
11:00 ILC Connection @ 
Pizza Pub, North Branch 
9-6 Swenson family gathering 
        At Church 
 

Sunday, February 19 

9:30 WOW Communion  

        Worship Service Live  

        and Online, Sunday  

        School is after  

        children’s sermon 

10:30 Coffee Servers:  

11:00 Counters count offering 

OFFERING PRAYER: 

 

Gracious God,  
you have caused the work of our hands to prosper, and given us 
all that we need and more. We return now our gifts in humble 
gratitude, that all might receive in full measure your generous 
abundance. In Jesus name we pray. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER: 
 
SENDING: 
 

L: Happy are those whose delight is in God’s law. 
C: We are grateful for God’s guidance in our lives. 
L: God calls us to follow the spirit of the law, 
C: Not just the letter of the law. 
L: It is not enough to simply not murder. 
C: We must not harm another person in any way, 
L: By what we say and do, and by what we don’t say and don’t do. 
C: We must work for the good of others, even our enemies. 
L: God calls us into a rich and full understanding of the law, 
C: And invites us to go further and dig deeper into our commit-

ment to it. 
L: Happy are those whose delight is in God’s law. 
C: We are grateful for God’s guidance in our lives. 
 
BLESSING: 
 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor's 
rod bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. 
Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN:       Blest Be the Tie That Binds          #656 ELW 
 
DISMISSAL: 

 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.           Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. Used by 
permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Coun-
cil of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

February 5, 2023 
Attendance: 75 

 

Weekly Giving Update: 

February 5, 2023 
 

General               $2,094.50 

Benevolence      $41.25 

Building Fund    $152.25 

Loose      $23.00  

Lent      $60.00 

Online Serv. Fee        $4.75               

Total               $2,375.75 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The Annual Meeeting is TODAY February 12th right after church. 

 

The Annual Reports are in the gathering area. 

 

Luther Point Bible Camp’s Annual Meeting. 

Sunday, February 19, 2023 at 2:00p.m. 

Join us in person at Luther Point’s Dining Hall or via Zoom. Visit 

www.LutherPoint.org for more info. 

Our new Luther Point Delegate’(s) will represent us at this meeting. 

 

Choir Practice is, TUESDAY 6:00 pm @ ILC 

 

Tune in our Daily Texts, Monday through Saturday on our Facebook 

Page @immanuellutheranchurchofalmenlund  

A daily devotional time based on an Old and New Testament bible verse 

based on a Moravian Church tradition and Ground Up Grace Publica-

tions  Daily Texts 2023 books are found in the back of  

Sanctuary by Welcome (Guest)  book   
 

Sunday School teachers for February are: February 5th Cami Peltier &  

Julie Abrahamson; 12th Soua Carlson & Kristi Johnson; 19th  

Teresa Carlson & Kris Koran; 26th Cami Peltier & Teresa Carlson 

ALSO: The Sunday School offering is going to the food shelves in 

North Branch & Chisago Lakes 

 

Our new Church Choir will start on February 26th in Trinity @ 8:00 

and in ILC @ 9:30 

 

"NOISY OFFERINGS BEGINNING IN MARCH"  
At the February Worship & Music meeting we expressed our thanks to 
all those who provide special music with a Special Thank You to 
Momoh's friends who travel a distance to share their talents. We would 
like to show our appreciation by gifting these musicians with a $25.00 
gas card. How will we fund this - with a "Noisy Offering" beginning 
March 5th and continuing the first Sunday of the month thereafter. So - 
SAVE YOUR CHANGE and let's make a Joyful Noise Unto The 
Lord!!!!  



  Ash Wednesday is February 22nd. 
Services are at 11:00am & 6:30pm (No Soup & Sandwich) 

 
Lenten Services 

 
March 1st at 11:00 With Soup & Sandwich; And 
Soup & Sandwich at 5:30—Group A serving  
With a 6:30 Holden Evening Prayer Service, in the Sanctuary. 
 
March 8th at 11:00 With Soup & Sandwich; And 
Soup & Sandwich at 5:30—Group B serving  
With a 6:30 Holden Evening Prayer Service, in the Sanctuary. 
 
March 15th at 11:00 With Soup & Sandwich; And 
Soup & Sandwich at 5:30—Group C serving  
With a 6:30 Holden Evening Prayer Service, in the Sanctuary. 
 
March 22nd at 11:00 With Soup & Sandwich; And 
Soup & Sandwich at 5:30—Group D serving  
With a 6:30 Holden Evening Prayer Service, in the Sanctuary. 
 
March 29th at 11:00 With Soup & Sandwich; And 
Soup & Sandwich at 5:30—Group E serving  
With a 6:30 Holden Evening Prayer Service, in the Sanctuary. 

 



THANK YOU 
 
Joanne, 

 

Blessings brighten when we count them!  THANK YOU for 
blessing my life in such a wonderful way! I want to thank you for 
the beautiful prayer shawl you made for me. Your prayer shawl 
group has a wonderful ministry in the community. 

 
Thanks, 

      
  Don 

Benefit For Doug Julik March 4, 2023 @ 12 Noon  

Cushing Community Center - 2510 241st St. Cushing WI  

Live Auction - Raffles - Live Music - Great Food - Silent Auction - Gun Raffle  

Donations of cut bars [in disposable pans] would be welcomed - please have them to Immanu-

el's kitchen by 9:00 Friday morning, March 3rd. Donations for the live & silent auction would  

also be gladly accepted. Any questions, contact Shannon 651-334-7853 or Pat 651-583-2100.  

The Julik family are long-time members of our Almelund Community. Doug was diagnosed with 

stage four cholangiocarcinoma, a rare and aggressive cancer that forms in the bile ducts of the 

liver. Doug has already undergone many treatments of chemo, immunotherapy, and has had to 

travel to see multiple specialists to fight this disease. Your support would be greatly appreciated!  

 

Gofundme: Brad & Stacy Fairbanks 

Brad was diagnosed with stage 3 colon cancer in September and is currently going through radi-

ation and chemotherapy. Brad's health care benefits will end mid-January as he has been unable 

to work full time. Stacy has had major back problems preventing her from working. Whenever 

there is a need for help in the Almelund community - both Brad and Stacy are there to donate 

time. Please help us help this family - they need our financial support.  

The Fairbanks Family Benefit  is Saturday, March 25th from 4-8pm @ Amador Town Hall  

         37562 Park Trail 

         Almelund, MN 55012 
Pulled Pork Sandwich 

Potato Salad 
Coleslaw and Dessert 

$15.00 per plate 


