
 

A welcoming community rooted in Christ, growing in faith and serving with joy! 

W
elc
om
e  

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
37515 Park Trail, Center City, MN 55012 
Email:  immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

Phone:  651-583-2340 
Website:  www.immanuelalmelund.org 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/

immanuellutheranchurchofalmelund 
 

Justin Fenger, Pastor 
revjfenger@gmail.com 

651-308-7717 
 

Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant 
immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

651-431-8941 
 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 
jfredlund@frontiernet.net 

Jason 651-208-5915 

DeeDee 651-206-1190 
 

 

Judy Nelson, Prayer Chain 
jlnelson62@centurylink.net 

651-674-5920 
 

Office Hours: M-W 9-5 unless otherwise  

noted. Cell phone is  

always available @ 651-431-8941 

 

IMMANUEL STAFF 
 

Justin Fenger, Pastor 
  

Momoh Freeman, Organist 
 

Pat Remer, Accompanist 
 

Volunteers Church Custodian 
Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant &

  

Financial Recorder/Secretary 
 

Daryl Abrahamson, Cemetery Groundskeeper 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
37515 Park Trail, Almelund, MN 55012 

Pastor Justin Fenger 
Transfiguration Of Our Lord 

February 19, 2023 



GATHERING 
Today’s Service is using the ELW; Red Book 

 

PRELUDE:                              Holy Ground                       The WOW Group 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
Three of the disciples find themselves atop a mountain with Jesus and two 
dead prophets in a blaze of light. Under such circumstances, can we really 
blame Peter for talking nonsense? 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 
 

L: Let us go to the mountain. 
C: We will see Jesus transformed. 
L: It is good to be here, 
C: In the presence of our God. 
L: We are fed by God’s holy word, 
C: And we, too, are transformed. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 
 

Prayer of Praise and Adoration: 
God, we stand in your awesome presence with wide eyes and open mouths 
for it is hard for us to take in your beauty and your majesty, but you bid us 
come and worship. As we greet you here may your beauty touch us and in-
spire us to go into our community trailing your garment, witnesses to your 
ability to light up all that you touch, that we might be conductors of your glo-
ry In the world. Amen.  
 

Forgive us, God,  
when we become blasé with all that makes you awesome, forgive us when 
we become used to the dazzle that surrounds you and when we fail to see 
your glory in all creation, draw us gently back into your light until we 
are grounded again in your love. Amen.  
 
OPENING HYMN:     Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                  #836 ELW 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
 

As those who have been moved by your glory,  
fill us with zeal and compassion to reveal you to others on every moun-
tain top and on every street corner until mountains are moved by faith 
and the impossible becomes possible through faith. Amen.  

Welcome to  
Immanuel! 

 
Thank you for joining 
us for our worship  
service. Whoever you 
are, whatever you’ve 
done, or where ever 
you are in life. You 
are loved by God 
which means, You 
are  
welcome here at  
Immanuel. God’s 
grace is given freely, 
not earned.  So what-
ever journey you are 
on, God led you here  
today. We thank you 
for coming and hope 
to see you again soon. 
 
Visitors, welcome to 
worship!  If you are 
interested in knowing 
more about our con-
gregation please 
speak to Pastor or call 
the church office!   
Contact info is on the 
back of this bulletin. 
 
We Encourage all  
Children who can 
read, to follow along 
in the bulletin during 
our worship service. 

SPECIAL MUSIC:                Days of Elijah                              WOW Group 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON: 
 
FIRST READING:                                                               Exodus 24:12-18 
At Mount Sinai, Moses experienced the presence of God for forty days and 
forty nights. The "glory of the Lord" settled on the mountain, and on the sev-
enth day God called out to Moses. On the mountain God gave Moses the 
stone tablets inscribed with the Ten Commandments. 
 
12The LORD said to Moses, "Come up to me on the mountain, and wait 
there; and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the com-
mandment, which I have written for their instruction." 13So Moses set out 
with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. 14To 
the elders he had said, "Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for  
Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them." 15Then 
Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16The 
glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six 
days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. 17Now the  
appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of 
the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18Moses entered the cloud, 
and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and 
forty nights. 
 
PSALM:                                                                                             Psalm 99 

 

R: The LORD is king; let the people tremble. 
     The LORD is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake. 
C: The LORD, great in Zion, is high above all peoples. 
R: Let them confess God's name, which is great and awesome; 
     God is the Holy One. 
C: O mighty king, lover of justice, you have established equity; 
     you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob. 
R: Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and fall down before God's footstool; 
     God is the Holy One. 
C: Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among those who    
     call upon your name, O LORD, they called upon you, and you  
     answered them, 
R: you spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; 
     they kept your testimonies and the decree that you gave them. 
C: O LORD our God, you answered them indeed; you were a God who  
     forgave them, yet punished them for their evil deeds. 
R: Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and worship upon God's holy hill; 
     for the LORD our God is the Holy One. 

We invite you to  
follow the service and 
take part in a way that 
feels right to you. 
 
P = Pastor 
L = Leader 
C = Congregation 
R = Reader 
 
Sections in bold are to 
be read by the  
congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s Scripture 
 
Exodus           24:12-18 
Psalm             99  
2 Peter            1:16-21 
Matthew         17:1-9 
 

Today’s Hymns 
 
Hymn        #836 ELW 
Hymn        #315 ELW 
Hymn        #336 HFG 
Hymn        #618 ELW 



SECOND READING:                                                               2 Peter 1:16-21 
At the transfiguration, God's voice was heard declaring Jesus to be the be-
loved Son. By the activity of Holy Spirit, God's voice continues to be heard 
through the word of scripture. 
 
16We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of 
his majesty. 17For he received honor and glory from God the Father when that 
voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my Son, 
my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased." 18We ourselves heard this voice 
come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain. 19So we 
have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be  
attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and 
the morning star rises in your hearts. 20First of all you must understand this, 
that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, 21because 
no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the 
Holy Spirit spoke from God. 
 

The word of the Lord                     Thanks be to God 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:    How Good, Lord, to Be Here!      #315 ELW 
v.v. 1,2,5 

 
GOSPEL:                                                                                  Matthew 17:1-9 

Glory to you O Lord 
 
Shortly before he enters Jerusalem, where he will be crucified, Jesus is re-
vealed to Peter, James, and John in a mountaintop experience of divine glory 
called the transfiguration. 
 
1Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a 
high mountain, by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and his 
face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. 3Suddenly 
there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4Then Peter said 
to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three 
dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." 5While he 
was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the 
cloud a voice said, "This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; 
listen to him!" 6When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were 
overcome by fear. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, "Get up and do 
not be afraid." 8And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus him-
self alone. 9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, 
"Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from 
the dead." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord                Praise to you, O Christ 

Happy Birthday  
this week!   

 

20 

Brandalyn Bourasa 

Kelly Donahue 

21 

William Chinander 

22 

Stephanie Wendel 

25 

Alice Burnside 

 

SERMON: 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:    Oh, Worship the King                         #336 HFG 

Thank you for helping 
lead worship today! 
 
Pastor:  
Justin Fenger 
 

Organist: 
Momoh Freman 
 

Special Music: 
WOW Group 
 

Reader:  
Kaitlin Carlson 
 

Ushers:  
Linda & Norm Peterson 
 

Sound Tech:  
Nancy Nadeau 
 

Camera Tech: 
Jodi Johnson-Waldemar 
 

Communion Ushers: 
Steve Peterson 
Perry Lindberg 
Marty Johnson 
 

Children’s Sermon: 
Teresa Carlson 
 

Altar Guild: White 
Jennifer Abbott 
 

Coffee Servers: 
WOW Group 



Immanuel Church  
Calendar This Week 

 

Sunday, February 19 
9:30 WOW Communion  
        Worship Service Live  
        and Online, Sunday  
        School is after  
        children’s sermon 
Youth Mission Trip Meeting 
After church 
10:30 Coffee Servers:  
11:00 Counters count offering 
 

Monday, February 20 
        NEWSLETTER  
        DEADLINE 
9-5 Office Hours 
5:00 Stewardship Meeting 
 

Tuesday, February 21 
9-5 Office Hours 
9:00 Worship Team Meets 
6:00 Choir Practice @ Trinity 
 

Wednesday, February 22 
9-5 Office Hours 
12:00 Deadline for bulletin  
        Info 
2:00 Bulletins Printed 
 

Thursday, February 23 
 

Friday, February 24 
 

Saturday, February 25 
 

Sunday, February 26 
8:00 Choir @ Trinity 
9:30 Worship Service Live  
        and Online. W/Choir 
10:30 Coffee Servers:  
11:00 Counters count offering 

DISTRIBUTION: 
 
COMMUNION HYMN:         Beautiful Savior                        WOW 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: 

 

L: We have come to the mountain with Jesus. 
C: We’re so glad he invited us to join him. 
L: But suddenly everything is different. 
C: Jesus is different, transformed before us, 
L: And we are afraid because we thought we knew him. 
C: We thought we understood what he was about, 
L: But we have discovered we had no idea. 
C: Jesus is so much more than we could possibly understand. 
L: Jesus touches our shoulder and tells us “Don’t be afraid,” 
C: And invites us to know him yet more deeply. 
L: So we follow him back down the mountain, 
C: Open to learning what he has yet to teach us. 
 
BLESSING: 
 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor's 
rod bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. 
Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN:      Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer        #618 ELW 
 
DISMISSAL: 
 

Go in peace, Follow the way of Jesus.           Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE:     WOW 
 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permis-
sion. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bi-
ble, copyright 1989 Division of Christian  
Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights re-
served. Used by permission. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 
 

Merciful God,                      Hear our prayer. 
 

OFFERTORY:      We Bring The Sacrifice of Praise               WOW  
 
PRESENTATION OF GIFTS: 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER: 
 

Transforming God,  
receive now these gifts we offer out of what you have first given 
us, that your boundless love might turn them to good use for the 
restoration and flourishing of all creation. In the name of your 
beloved Son, with whom you are well pleased. Amen. 
 
HOLY  COMMUNION: 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION: 
 

Eucharistic Invitation 
It is good for us to be here in the presence of our savior, Jesus Christ, 
and all the saints, living and departed. Jesus invites you to the feast of 
all creation. Come and be fed. 

February 12, 2023 
Attendance: 94 

 
Weekly Giving Update: 

February 12, 2023 
 
General             $5,897.00 
Building  $150.00 
Benevolence  $635.00 
Memorials (Gen) $125.00 
Worship & Music  $25.00 
Loose    $15.00 
Online Serv. Fee     $9.60               
Total             $6,856.60 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

Luther Point Bible Camp’s Annual Meeting. 
Today!!! Sunday, February 19, 2023 at 2:00p.m. 

Join us in person at Luther Point’s Dining Hall or via Zoom. Visit www.LutherPoint.org for more 
info. 
Our new Luther Point Delegates will represent us at this meeting. 
 
Our new Church Choir will start on February 26th in Trinity @ 8:00 and in ILC @ 9:30 
 
Parish Care Team is having a lunch-in, March 3rd after the  

National Day of Prayer Service @ 1:00 pm 
 

"NOISY OFFERINGS BEGINNING IN MARCH"  
At the February Worship & Music meeting we expressed our thanks to all those who provide  
special music with a Special Thank You to Momoh's friends who travel a distance to share their 
talents. We would like to show our appreciation by gifting these musicians with a gas card. How 
will we fund this - with a "Noisy Offering" beginning March 5th and continuing the first Sunday 
of the month thereafter. So - SAVE YOUR CHANGE and let's make a Joyful Noise Unto The 
Lord!!!!  
 
Tune in our Daily Texts, Monday through Saturday on our Facebook 
Page @immanuellutheranchurchofalmenlund  
A daily devotional time based on an Old and New Testament bible verse based on a Moravian 
Church tradition and Ground Up Grace Publications  Daily Texts 2023 books are found in the 
back of  Sanctuary by Welcome (Guest)  book. 
 

ZOOM BIBLE STUDY 
“The Chosen” 

Mondays 7:00 pm-7:45 pm 
Starting February 20th 

 
Sunday School teachers for February are: 19th Teresa Carlson & Kris Koran;  
               26th Cami Peltier & Teresa Carlson 
 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 
Saturday, March 11, 2023 @ 4:30-7:00 

The First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Rush City 
1000 South Jay Avenue, Rush City, MN 55069 
Adults, $10, Kids 12 & Under, 1 cent per inch! 

Electric Mountain Bike Tickets, $10 ( only 200 bike raffle tickets will be sold) 

Ash Wednesday is February 22nd. 
Starting our Lenten Journey through the book of Jonah 

Services are at 11:00am & 6:30pm (No Soup & Sandwich) 
 

Lenten Services 
 
Are 11:00am With Soup & Sandwich; And Soup & Sandwich at 5:30— 
With a 6:30 Holden Evening Prayer Service, in the Sanctuary. 
 
Serving Groups for 5:30 are: March 1st Group A 
     March 8th Group B 
     March 15th Group C 
     March 22nd Group D 
     March 29th Group E 



We need your congregation’s help to meet our matching gift and empower more women  
leaders this International Women’s Day! 
International Women’s Day is March 8. The ELCA celebrates this day by uplifting 
the International Women Leaders (IWL) program, which provides scholarships for emerging 
women leaders from our companion churches around the world to study at ELCA colleges and 
universities, ELCA seminaries and other institutions. 
On the following Sunday, March 12, we encourage your congregation to take a special offering 
for IWL. In honor of International Women’s Day, all gifts to IWL will be matched dollar for  
dollar until we reach $50,000 — your gifts will go twice as far! 

Benefit For Doug Julik March 4, 2023 @ 12 Noon  
Cushing Community Center - 2510 241st St. Cushing WI  
Live Auction - Raffles - Live Music - Great Food - Silent Auction - Gun Raffle  

Donations of cut bars [in disposable pans] would be welcomed - please have them to Immanu-
el's kitchen by 9:00 Thursday morning, March 2nd. Donations for the live & silent auction would  
also be gladly accepted. Any questions, contact Shannon 651-334-7853 or Pat 651-583-2100.  
The Julik family are long-time members of our Almelund Community. Doug was diagnosed with 

stage four cholangiocarcinoma, a rare and aggressive cancer that forms in the bile ducts of the 
liver. Doug has already undergone many treatments of chemo, immunotherapy, and has had to 
travel to see multiple specialists to fight this disease. Your support would be greatly appreciated!  
 
Gofundme: Brad & Stacy Fairbanks 

Brad was diagnosed with stage 3 colon cancer in September and is currently going through  
radiation and chemotherapy. Brad's health care benefits will end mid-January as he has been 
unable to work full time. Stacy has had major back problems preventing her from working. 
Whenever there is a need for help in the Almelund community - both Brad and Stacy are there 
to donate time. Please help us help this family - they need our financial support.  
The Fairbanks Family Benefit  is Saturday, March 25th from 4-8pm @ Amador Town Hall  
         37562 Park Trail 
         Almelund, MN 55012 

Pulled Pork Sandwich 
Potato Salad 

Coleslaw and Dessert 
$15.00 per plate 

 
Paul Dean Tubbs 
August 6, 1936 — February 8, 2023 
Chisago City 
Paul Tubbs of Chisago City passed away Wednesday, February 8, 2023 at his home at the age of 
86.  
Paul Dean Tubbs was born August 6, 1936 to Lonnie and Bonnie (Mitchell) Tubbs in  
Boothspoint, Tennessee.  
Pastor Nathan Baker-Trinity will officiate at funeral services for Paul: 11 AM; Saturday (2/18) at 
the First Evangelical Lutheran Church in Rush City. A gathering of family and friends is planned 
for one hour prior to the service.  
Funeral arrangements are entrusted to the: Funeral and Cremation Service of Rush City ~ Olson 
Chapel www.FuneralAndCremationService.com 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2finternational-women-leaders&srcid=329526&srctid=1&erid=b15c0144-b975-474e-8167-9b21ff474126&trid=b15c0144-b975-474e-8167-9b21ff474126
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2finternational-women-leaders&srcid=329526&srctid=1&erid=b15c0144-b975-474e-8167-9b21ff474126&trid=b15c0144-b975-474e-8167-9b21ff474126

