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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
37515 Park Trail, Center City, MN 55012 
Email:  immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

Phone:  651-583-2340 
Website:  www.immanuelalmelund.org 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/

immanuellutheranchurchofalmelund 
 

Justin Fenger, Pastor 
revjfenger@gmail.com 

651-308-7717 
 

  

Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant 
immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

651-431-8941 
 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 
jfredlund@frontiernet.net 

Jason 651-208-5915 

DeeDee 651-206-1190 
 

 

Judy Nelson, Prayer Chain 
jlnelson62@centurylink.net 

651-674-5920 

 

IMMANUEL STAFF 
 

Justin Fenger, Pastor 
 

Momoh Freeman, Organist 
 

Pat Remer, Accompanist 
 

Volunteers Church Custodian 
Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant &

  

Financial Recorder/Secretary 
 

Daryl Abrahamson, Cemetery Groundskeeper 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
37515 Park Trail, Almelund, MN 55012 

Pastor Justin Fenger 
First Sunday in Lent 
February 26, 2023 



GATHERING 

Today’s Service is using ELW; Red Book 
 

PRELUDE: 

I Want Jesus, To Walk With Me   

by Tyler Olson 
 

WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
Today's gospel tells of Jesus' temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast be-
comes the basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a 
time of intense preparation for those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This 
catechetical focus on the meaning of faith is at the heart of our Lenten jour-
ney to the baptismal waters of Easter. Hungry for God's mercy, we receive 
the bread of life to nourish us for the days ahead. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 
 

P: Good or bad,  
C: all are welcome.  
P: To stay the same or choose again,  
C: all are welcome.  
P: Empty or full to bursting,  
C: all are welcome, to choose life, to worship you,  
     Lord God, of our conscience.  
 
PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION:  

 

P: God of counsel and companionship, we gather to embark on yet another 
journey. A journey through another season filled with choices. A journey 
with many forks on the road where decisions both right and wrong will be 
made.  
C: And yet you travel alongside us. Even when we ignore the compass 
and take the prettier route; even when we leave the map folded up and 
go where the terrain is smoother, you are there. Lord, you share in our 
every experience. You have known us since before we knew ourselves 
and you know us now… You know that we each have a different lesson 
to learn and a different route to tread.  
P: Compassionate companion, forgive us when we let our desires and crav-
ings overpower our prudence; when we have blamed our downfall on others’ 
when we have no one else to blame but ourselves, forgive us…  
C: We are on another journey, a journey we have been on before. Be 
with us once more as we set off and help us not to make the same mis-
takes again… So be it. Amen  

Welcome to  
Immanuel! 

 

Thank you for joining 
us for our worship  
service. Whoever you 
are, whatever you’ve 
done, or where ever 
you are in life. You 
are loved by God 
which means, You 
are  
welcome here at  
Immanuel. God’s 
grace is given freely, 
not earned.  So what-
ever journey you are 
on, God led you here  
today. We thank you 
for coming and hope 
to see you again 
soon. 
 
Visitors, welcome to 
worship!  If you are 
interested in knowing 
more about our con-
gregation please 
speak to Pastor or 
call the church office!   
Contact info is on the 
back of this bulletin. 
 
We Encourage all  
Children who can 
read, to follow along 
in the bulletin during 
our worship service. 

OPENING HYMN:  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God    v.v.v1,2,3   #504 ELW 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
 

Lord God, our strength,  
the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us, and the 
devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep 
us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC:           Jesus! What A Friend                     A Joyous Noise 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON: 
 
FIRST READING:                                                       Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
Human beings were formed with great care, to be in relationship with the 
creator, creation, and one another. The serpent's promise to the first couple 
that their eyes would be opened led, ironically, to the discovery only that they 
were naked. 
 
15The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it 
and keep it. 16And the LORD God commanded the man, "You may freely eat 
of every tree of the garden; 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die." 
3:1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD 
God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God say, 'You shall not eat from 
any tree in the garden'?" 2The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the 
fruit of the trees in the garden; 3but God said, 'You shall not eat of the fruit of 
the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall 
die.'" 4But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die; 5for God knows 
that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil." 6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired 
to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, 
and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and 
made loincloths for themselves. 
                   
PSALM:                                                                                         Psalm 32 
 

R: Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, 
     and whose sin is put away! 
C: Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, 
     and in whose spirit there is no guile! 

We invite you to  
follow the service and 
take part in a way that 
feels right to you. 
 
Hearing devices are  
available from an  
usher. 
 
P = Pastor 
L = Leader 
C = Congregation 
R = Reader 
 
Sections in bold are 
to be read by the  
congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today’s Scripture  
 

Genesis         2:15-17;  
                3:1-7 

Psalm                      32 
Romans          5:12-19 
Matthew           4:1-11 
 

Today’s Hymns 
 

Hymn     #504 (ELW) 
Hymn     #320 (ELW) 
Hymn     #624 (ELW) 
 



R: While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, 
     because of my groaning all day long. 
C: For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; 
     my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer. 
R: Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. I  
     said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD."  
     Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin. 
C: Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of  
     trouble; when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 
R: You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; 
     you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
C: "I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; 
     I will guide you with my eye. 
R: Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; who  
     must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you." 
C: Great are the tribulations of the wicked; 
     but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD. 
R: Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; 
     shout for joy, all who are true of heart. 
 
SECOND READING:                                              Romans          5:12-19 
 Through Adam's disobedience, humanity came under bondage to sin and 
death, from which we cannot free ourselves. In Christ's obedient death, God 
graciously showers on us the free gift of liberation and life. 
 
12Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through 
sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned—13sin was indeed in the 
world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. 14Yet death 
exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were 
not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to come. 
15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one 
man's trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in 
the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 16And the free 
gift is not like the effect of the one man's sin. For the judgment following one 
trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses 
brings justification. 17If, because of the one man's trespass, death exercised 
dominion through that one, much more surely will those who receive the 
abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life 
through the one man, Jesus Christ. 18Therefore just as one man's trespass led 
to condemnation for all, so one man's act of righteousness leads to justification 
and life for all. 19For just as by the one man's disobedience the many were 
made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous. 
                     

The word of the Lord                     Thanks be to God 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:   Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley 

Happy Birthday  
this week!   

 

26 

Marty Johnson 

Thomas Minar 

Jasper Muggli 

27 

Bob Stirling 

28 

TJ Flanery 

29 

Dennis Betterly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL:                                                                            Matthew 4:1-11 

Glory to you, O Lord 
Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness. 
As the Son of God, he endures the testing of the evil one. 
 
1Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. 2He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was fam-
ished. 3The tempter came and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, com-
mand these stones to become loaves of bread." 4But he answered, "It is 
written, 'One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.'" 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and 
placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6saying to him, "If you are the 
Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, 'He will command his 
angels concerning you,' and 'On their hands they will bear you up, so that 
you will not dash your foot against a stone.'" 7Jesus said to him, "Again it 
is written, 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'" 8Again, the devil 
took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their splendor; 9and he said to him, "All these I will give you, if 
you will fall down and worship me." 10Jesus said to him, "Away with you, 
Satan! for it is written, 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.'" 
11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord                Praise to you, O Christ 

Thank you for helping 
lead worship today! 

 
Pastor: 
Justin Fenger 
 

Organist: 
Momoh Freeman 
 

Special Music: 
Tyler Olson &  
A Joyous Noise 
 

Reader: 
Pat Remer 
 

Ushers:  
Linda & Norm Peterson 
 

Sound Tech:  
Julie Johnson 
 

Camera Tech: 
Vern Johnson 
 

Children’s Sermon: 
Youth Group 
 

Teachers: 
Cami Peltier & 
Teresa Carlson 
 

Altar Guild: Purple 
Jennifer Abbott 
 

Coffee Servers: 
Bob & Diane Rothe 



SERMON: 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  Shout to the Lord                         #821 ELW 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 

 

Merciful God                      hear our prayer. 
 
OFFERTORY:             Peace Like A River                A Joyful Noise 

 
PRESENTATION OF GIFTS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER: 
 

God of grace,  
accept these gifts of ourselves and our offerings. May we be sensi-
ble stewards of our church and our communities as we seek to of-
fer a house of acceptance, forgiveness and unconditional support. 
Support us as we strive to support others both this day and every 
day. Amen.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER: 
 
 

Immanuel Church  
Calendar This Week 

 
Sunday, February 26 

8:00 Choir @ Trinity 

9:30 Worship Service Live  

        and Online. W/Choir 

10:30 Coffee Servers:  

11:00 Counters count offering 
 

Monday, February 27 
9-5 Office Hours 
10:00 Newsletter Assembly 
6:00 Worship & Music 
7:00 Zoom Bible Study 
 

Tuesday, February 28 
9-5 Office Hours 
9:00 Worship Team meets 
6:00 Choir Practice @ ILC 
 

Wednesday, March 1 
9-5 Office Hours 
11:00 Lenten Service w/soup  
        & sandwich 
12:00 Deadline for bulletin  
        Info 
2:00 Bulletins Printed 
5:30 Soup & Sandwich 
6:30 Lenten Service 
 

Thursday, March 2 
 

Friday, March 3 
1:00 National World Prayer 
 

Saturday, March 4 
 

Sunday, March 5 

9:30 Communion Worship  

        Service Live and Online,  

        Sunday School is after  

        children’s sermon 

10:30 Coffee Servers:  

11:00 Counters count offering 

SENDING: 
 

P: God send us out:  
C: out to the gardens of the world;  
P: out to be with the people of the world;  
C: out to live and love and breathe;  
P: out into your world resisting that which will do us ill, accepting that 
which will nurture us and always to be your people,  
C: this day and always.  
 
BLESSING 
God, the giver of love, Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy 
Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. 
Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN:        Jesus Still Lead On  v.v. 1,2,4         #624 ELW 
 

DISMISSAL: 
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.                  Thanks be to God. 

 

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. Used by per-
mission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
Our new Joyful Noise Choir will start TODAY February 26th in  
Trinity @ 8:00 and in ILC @ 9:30 
 
"NOISY OFFERINGS BEGINNING IN MARCH"  
At the February Worship & Music meeting we expressed our thanks to 
all those who provide  
special music with a Special Thank You to Momoh's friends who travel 
a distance to share their talents. We would like to show our appreciation 
by gifting these musicians with a gas card. How will we fund this - with 
a "Noisy Offering" beginning March 5th and continuing the first Sunday 
of the month thereafter. So - SAVE YOUR CHANGE and let's make a 
Joyful Noise Unto The Lord!!!!  
 

February 19, 2023  
Attendance: 81 

 

Weekly Giving Update: 

February 19, 2023 
 

General               $2,040.00 

Benevolence      $10.00 

Building Fund      $42.00 

Loose      $43.00  

Memorials     $25.00 

Use of Church        $170.00 

Online Serv. Fee        $1.00               

Total               $2,331.00 

 



Dear Prayer Chain members, 
This evening (2/18/2023) we received an update on Merrie Tolzmann from her husband, Tracy, 
along with permission to use the information on the prayer chain and in prayers of the church on 
Sunday. 
Merrie is out of intensive care and has been moved to the sixth floor at the U of Minnesota Hos-
pital. She is also off oxygen, great signs that she is improving. She is finding the meals delicious. 
She will receive OT and PT in order to gain the skills necessary to go home (eight steps must be 
negotiated at home). 
 

Please thank the Lord for bringing Merrie through this crisis and pray for healing, comfort and 
strength to gain the necessary mobility.   
At this time, (2/20/23) she does not want to have visitors or phone calls. She appreciates the  
prayers and well wishes. 
 

Update on Dave Nelson after his total knee replacement: his surgery on February 13 went well 
and he was able to achieve 85 degree bend with tolerable pain at his first PT session yesterday. 
He thanks you for your prayers and would appreciate prayers for healing, tolerable pain level and 
a good night's sleep. He would like to be included in the prayers of the church on Sunday. 
 

 God bless you. 
  Judy  

Tune in our Daily Texts, Monday through Saturday on our Facebook 
Page @immanuellutheranchurchofalmenlund  
A daily devotional time based on an Old and New Testament bible verse based on a Moravian 
Church tradition and Ground Up Grace Publications  Daily Texts 2023 books are found in the 
back of  Sanctuary by Welcome (Guest)  book   
 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 
Saturday, March 11, 2023 @ 4:30-7:00 

The First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Rush City 
1000 South Jay Avenue, Rush City, MN 55069 
Adults, $10, Kids 12 & Under, 1 cent per inch! 

Electric Mountain Bike Tickets, $10 ( only 200 bike raffle tickets will be sold) 
 

Benefit For Doug Julik March 4, 2023 @ 12 Noon  
Cushing Community Center - 2510 241st St. Cushing WI  
Live Auction - Raffles - Live Music - Great Food - Silent Auction - Gun Raffle  
 

Donations of cut bars [in disposable pans] would be welcomed - donations for the live & silent 
auction would also be gladly accepted - please have bars and auction items to Immanuel's kitchen 
by 9:00 Thursday morning, March 2nd. Any questions, contact Shannon 651-334-7853 or  
Pat 651-583-2100. Your support would be greatly appreciated!  
 

The Julik family are long-time members of our Almelund Community. Doug was diagnosed with 
stage four cholangiocarcinoma, a rare and aggressive cancer that forms in the bile ducts of the 
liver. Doug had undergone many treatments of chemo, immunotherapy, and had to travel to see 
multiple specialists to fight this disease. Unfortunately, he lost his battle February 15, 2023.  
Please keep the Julik family in your thoughts and prayers.   
 
Gofundme: Brad & Stacy Fairbanks 

Brad was diagnosed with stage 3 colon cancer in September and is currently going through  
radiation and chemotherapy. Brad's health care benefits will end mid-January as he has been 
unable to work full time. Stacy has had major back problems preventing her from working. 
Whenever there is a need for help in the Almelund community - both Brad and Stacy are there 
to donate time. Please help us help this family - they need our financial support.  
The Fairbanks Family Benefit  is Saturday, March 25th from 4-8pm @ Amador Town Hall  
For questions, call Casey at (612)710-3622 
         37562 Park Trail 
         Almelund, MN 55012 

Pulled Pork Sandwich 
Potato Salad 

Coleslaw and Dessert 
$15.00 per plate 



Lenten Services 
 
Are 11:00am With Soup & Sandwich; And Soup & Sandwich at 5:30— 
With a 6:30 Holden Evening Prayer Service, in the Sanctuary. 
 
Serving Groups for 5:30 are: March 1st Group A 
     March 8th Group B 
     March 15th Group C 
     March 22nd Group D 
     March 29th Group E 

THANK YOU 
 
Thank you to Dave Nelson for donating the ear buds for the hearing impaired. They’re working 
out great. Just ask an usher how to use them for each service and they will help you. 
 
Dear Immanuel Lutheran Church. 
Thankyou for letting my family and friends use the church on 2-18-2023. We had a great time 
eating and visiting. Please accept this donation for the use of the church. 
 
 Gwendolyn Swenson 
 


