
 

A welcoming community rooted in Christ, growing in faith and serving with joy! 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
37515 Park Trail, Center City, MN 55012 
Email:  immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

Phone:  651-583-2340 
Website:  www.immanuelalmelund.org 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/

immanuellutheranchurchofalmelund 
 

Justin Fenger, Pastor 
revjfenger@gmail.com 

651-308-7717 
 

Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant 
immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

651-431-8941 
 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 
jfredlund@frontiernet.net 

Jason 651-208-5915 

DeeDee 651-206-1190 
 

 

Judy Nelson, Prayer Chain 
jlnelson62@centurylink.net 

651-674-5920 
 

Office Hours: M-W 9-5 unless otherwise  

noted. Cell phone is  

always available @ 651-431-8941 

 

IMMANUEL STAFF 
 

Justin Fenger, Pastor 
  

Momoh Freeman, Organist 
 

Pat Remer, Accompanist 
 

Volunteers Church Custodian 
Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant &

  

Financial Recorder/Secretary 
 

Daryl Abrahamson, Cemetery Groundskeeper 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
37515 Park Trail, Almelund, MN 55012 

Pastor Justin Fenger 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

February 5, 2023 



GATHERING 
Today’s Service is using the ELW; Red Book 

 

PRELUDE:                         Surely The Presence           by Momoh & Dianne 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
Jesus preached his great sermon to a crowd of weary commoners. In doing 
so, he challenged them and us to become what we can only become by God’s 
grace. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 
 

L: We are here to be light.  
C: Prisms for bringing out God’s colors.  
L: We are here to make God public.  
C: Bearers of light to the world.  
L: We are here to shine brightly,  
C: salt to bring out God’s flavors  
L: with our hearts, our minds and our senses... let us open up to God.  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Trusting in God's mercy, let us confess our sin.  
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away 
from you. For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may 
be reconciled to one another for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

Thus says our God: 
"The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare." 
God's mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of Christ  
our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

God you bring beauty and light and splendor into all of life. Your beauty  
cannot be hidden nor your glory diminished. Here in the beauty of this  
sanctuary we bring our praise for all the ways that you allow us to experience  
your beauty, to live in your light and rest in your splendor. You do not hide  
yourself from us nor do you dazzle us with your beauty.  

Welcome to  
Immanuel! 

 
Thank you for joining 
us for our worship  
service. Whoever you 
are, whatever you’ve 
done, or where ever 
you are in life. You 
are loved by God 
which means, You 
are  
welcome here at  
Immanuel. God’s 
grace is given freely, 
not earned.  So what-
ever journey you are 
on, God led you here  
today. We thank you 
for coming and hope 
to see you again soon. 
 
Visitors, welcome to 
worship!  If you are 
interested in knowing 
more about our con-
gregation please 
speak to Pastor or call 
the church office!   
Contact info is on the 
back of this bulletin. 
 
We Encourage all  
Children who can 
read, to follow along 
in the bulletin during 
our worship service. 

Instead, you invite us into relationship with you and you allow us to reflect  
all that you are so that others may be drawn to worship you. Gathered here,  
ordinary people, may we take on your nature and be transformed so that we  
too can change the world. Amen.  
 
OPENING HYMN:                 Gather Us In  v.v. 1-3                    #532 ELW 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: God who sees, 
C: You proclaim to us that we are salt and light—not that we might be-

come these things by our own merit, but that even in our imperfec-
tion we can bear your goodness, mercy, and justice to the whole 
world. Remind us each moment that we are enough and inspire us to 
affirm one another in love. Amen. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC:               Here I Am Lord              by; Momoh & Dianne 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON: 
 
FIRST READING:                                                       Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12] 
Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were trou-
bled by the ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds them that outward ob-
servance is no substitute for genuine fasting that results in acts of justice, 
such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked. 
 
1Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to 
my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 2Yet day after day 
they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that 
practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they 
ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. 3"Why do 
we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?" 
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your 
workers. 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a 
wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on 
high. 5Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow 
down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call 
this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? 6Is not this the fast that I choose: 
to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the op-
pressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7Is it not to share your bread with 
the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the 
naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 8Then 
your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up 
quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be 
your rear guard.  

We invite you to  
follow the service and 
take part in a way that 
feels right to you. 
 
P = Pastor 
L = Leader 
C = Congregation 
R = Reader 
 
Sections in bold are to 
be read by the  
congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s Scripture 
 
Isaiah  58:1-9a [9b-12] 
Psalm       112:1-9 [10] 
1 Corinthians       2:1-7 
Matthew          5:13-20 
 

Today’s Hymns 
 
Hymn        #532 ELW 
Hymn        #715 ELW 
Hymn        #759 ELW 
Hymn        #677 ELW 
 



9aThen you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and 
he will say, Here I am. [9bIf you remove the yoke from among you, the point-
ing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 10if you offer your food to the hungry 
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness 
and your gloom be like the noonday. 11The LORD will guide you continually, 
and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and 
you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never 
fail. 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of 
many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer 
of streets to live in.] 
 
PSALM:                                                                             Psalm 112:1-9 [10] 
 

R: Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD and have great delight  
     in God's commandments! 
C: Their descendants will be mighty in the land;  
     the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
R: Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their righteousness  
     will last forever. 
C: Light shines in the darkness for the upright;  
     the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 
R: It is good for them to be generous in lending and  
     to manage their affairs with justice. 
C: For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept  
     in everlasting remembrance. 
R: They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is steadfast,  
     trusting in the LORD. 
C: Their heart is established and will not shrink,  
     until they see their desire upon their enemies. 
R: They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast  
     forever; they will hold up their head with honor. 
C: The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and  
     pine away; the desires of the wicked will perish.  
 
SECOND READING:                                                     1 Corinthians 2:1-7 
Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human philosophy 
and wisdom, Paul continuously presents God's hidden wisdom which is Jesus 
Christ crucified. True spiritual maturity involves judging ourselves and others 
in light of God's revelation in the cross. 
 
1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the 
mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. 2For I decided to know 
nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3And I came to 
you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4My speech and my proc-
lamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration 
of the Spirit and of power,  

5so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of 
God. 6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wis-
dom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. 7But 
we speak God's wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the 
ages for our glory.  
 

The word of the Lord                     Thanks be to God 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:   Christ, Be Our Light  v.1           #715 ELW 
 
GOSPEL:                                                                             Matthew 5:13-20 
 

Glory to you O Lord 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of 
the earth and the light of the world, doing good works and keeping God's 
commandments. 
 

[Jesus said:] 13"You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how 
can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown 
out and trampled under foot. 14You are the light of the world. A city built on 
a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel 
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 17Do not think that I have 
come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to 
fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, 
not one stroke of a letter will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 
19Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and 
teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; 
but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the king-
dom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of 
the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord                Praise to you, O Christ 
 
SERMON: 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  My Faith Looks Up to Thee   v.v.1&3  #759 ELW 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 

 

God of light,  hear our prayer. 

 
OFFERTORY:                    Tis So Sweet           by Momoh  
 

Thank you for helping 
lead worship today! 
 
Pastor:  
Justin Fenger 
 

Organist: 
Momoh Freeman 
 

Special Music: 
Momoh Freeman & 
Dianne Wiik 
 

Reader:  
Norm Peterson 
 

Ushers:  
Norm & Linda Peterson 
 

Sound Tech:  
Steve Blomquist 
 

Camera Tech: 
Matt Oknich 
 

Communion Ushers: 
Richard Sellman 
John Sandberg 
Mark Weslander 
 

Children’s Sermon: 
Pastor Justin 
 

Teachers: 
Cami Peltier & 
Julie Abrahamson 
 

Altar Guild: Green 
Jennifer Abbot 
 

Coffee Servers: 
Soua & Tora Carlson’s 

Happy Birthday  
this week!   

 

5 

Kaitlin Carlson 

Pat Noyes 

7 

Harland Carlson 

Wendy DeVault 

Nickolas Betterley 

9 

Jennifer Bauman 

 



CLOSING HYMN:    This Little Light of Mine                  #677 ELW 
 
DISMISSAL: 

 

Go in peace, Follow the way of Jesus.             Thanks be to God. 
 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permis-
sion. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bi-
ble, copyright 1989 Division of Christian  
Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Benefit For Doug Julik March 4, 2023 @ 12 Noon  
Cushing Community Center - 2510 241st St. Cushing WI  
Live Auction - Raffles - Live Music - Great Food - Silent Auction - Gun 
Raffle  

Donations of cut bars [in disposable pans] would be welcomed - please 
have them to Immanuel's kitchen by 9:00 Friday morning, March 3rd. 
Donations for the live & silent auction would also be gladly accepted. 
Any questions, contact Shannon 651-334-7853 or Pat 651-583-2100.  
The Julik family are long-time members of our Almelund Community. 

Doug was diagnosed with stage four cholangiocarcinoma, a rare and ag-
gressive cancer that forms in the bile ducts of the liver. Doug has  
already undergone many treatments of chemo, immunotherapy, and 
has had to travel to see multiple specialists to fight this disease. . Your 
support would be greatly appreciated!  
 
Gofundme: Brad & Stacy Fairbanks 

 

Brad was diagnosed with stage 3 colon cancer in September and is cur-
rently going through radiation and chemotherapy. Brad's health care 
benefits will end mid-January as he has been unable to work full time. 
Stacy has had major back problems preventing her from working. When-
ever there is a need for help in the Almelund community - both Brad and 
Stacy are there to donate time. Please help us help this family - they 
need our financial support.  
 The Almelund Community 

January 29, 2023  
Attendance: 91 

 
Weekly Giving Update: 

January 29, 2023 
 
General                $633.00 
Benevolence    $10.00 
Building Fund   $30.00 
Loose    $60.00 
Online Serv. Fee     $1.00               
Total                $734.00 
 

OFFERING PRAYER: 
God of love, we offer now these gifts to your service. Use them to 

bring salt and light to the world, that those in need might receive heal-

ing and wholeness, and give glory to your holy name. In Jesus Christ, 

our Savior. Amen. 

 

HOLY  COMMUNION: 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION: 
 

Eucharistic Invitation: 
Christ invites you to the table and meets you there just as you are. 
Come and be nourished by the presence of our God. 
 
DISTRIBUTION: 
 
COMMUNION HYMN:       As The Grains of Wheat   

by; Momoh Freeman 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: 

Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly 
from this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and 
journey humbly with you. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING: 
L: You are the salt of the earth. 
C: We are called to a faith full of flavor. 
L: You are the light of the world. 
C: We are called to a faith that shines brightly. 
L: Do not let the salt of your faith become bland. 
C: We so often hold ourselves back, afraid of how we are  
      perceived. 
L: Do not let the light of your faith go unseen. 
C: We so often hide it, afraid of failure. 
L: God does not expect perfection from you. 
C: We know it is impossible. 
L: God only calls you into the fullness of faith you already possess. 
C: God help us to take risks for the sake of the world. 
L: Let your light so shine before others, 
C: That they will see the fruits of our good works and know they 

come from God. 

Immanuel Church  
Calendar This Week 

 

Sunday, February 5 
9:30 Communion Worship  
        Service Live and Online,  
        Sunday School is after  
        children’s sermon 
Confirmation Class is after  
        church 
10:30 Coffee Servers:  
11:00 Counters count offering 
 

Monday, February 6 
9-5 Office Hours 
10:00 WOW Practice 
 

Tuesday, February 7 
9-5 Office Hours 
9:00 Worship Team Meets 
 

Wednesday, February 8 
9-5 Office Hours 
12:00 Deadline for bulletin  
        Info 
2:00 Bulletins Printed 
6:30 YOUTH GROUP          
        MEETS 
Thursday, February 9 
 

Friday, February 10 
 

Saturday, February 11 
 

Sunday, February 12 
9:30 Worship Service Live  

        and Online. Sunday  

        School is after  

        Children’s Sermon 

        Confirmation Class is     

        after service 

10:30 Coffee Servers:  

ANNUAL MEETING 

11:00 Counters count  

        offering? 

 



The Annual Meeeting is February 12th right after church. 

 

Luther Point Bible Camp’s Annual Meeting. 

Sunday, February 19, 2023 at 2:00p.m. 

Join us in person at Luther Point’s Dining Hall or via Zoom. Visit 

www.LutherPoint.org for more info. 

Our new Luther Point Delegate’(s) will represent us at this meeting. 

 

Choir Practice is, TUESDAY 6:00 pm @ Trinity, North Branch. 

 

Youth Group is Wednesday @ 6:30 pm. 

 

 

 

Tune in our Daily Texts, Monday through Saturday on our Facebook 

Page @immanuellutheranchurchofalmenlund  

A daily devotional time based on an Old and New Testament bible verse based on 

a Moravian Church tradition and Ground Up Grace Publications  Daily Texts 2023 

books are found in the back of  

Sanctuary by Welcome (Guest)  book   

 

Sunday School teachers for February are: February 5th Cami Peltier &  

Julie Abrahamson; 12th Soua Carlson & Kristi Johnson; 19th  

Teresa Carlson & Kris Koran; 26th Cami Peltier & Teresa Carlson 

ALSO: The Sunday School offering is going to the food shelves in North Branch 

& Chisago Lakes 


