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 PASTOR’S ARTICLE FOR MARCH: 

 

Before lent began, we journeyed up on the mountain (Matthew 17:1-9), 
where we encountered significant historical figures and Jesus glowing 
brightly as the sun. During our mountain-top experience, we want to stay, 
set up shop and build a shrine to the moment. We want to live there  
forever. A mountain is a place of significance, power, prestige, and  
comfort. But we soon find out we can't stay there. Jesus' transformation 
empowers him to travel back down the mountain, bringing us with him. If 
given a choice, we would have stayed on the mountain, a place of  
significance. Instead, Jesus brings us down into the valley of everyday life. 
A place of sickness, poverty, work, hopelessness,  and insignificance. But it 
is in the valley where we have an opportunity to engage in the mysteries 
of ministry. Lent is a time when we are walking down the mountain, a time 
of preparation to engage in the matters of life and ready ourselves to 
bring the blessings of God to the valley of life. To remind people where 
they feel insignificant that they are acknowledged, known, and chosen by 
a creator God, who loves them. Moving them to a place of significance, 
importance, and great value in the valley. We are driven to find our  
mountain-top experiences in the valley as a place of connection and 
meaning. 
 
Blessings during this Lenten season 
 
Pastor Justin  
 

Tune in our Daily Texts, Monday through Saturday on our Facebook 
Page @immanuellutheranchurchofalmenlund  
A daily devotional time based on an Old and New Testament bible verse 
based on a Moravian Church tradition and Ground Up Grace Publica-
tions  Daily Texts 2023 books are found in the back of  Sanctuary by  
Welcome (Guest)  book. 
 
The Zoom Bible Study. Send the office your email to get started watching 
each Monday evening at 7:00 pm. Watch the first three episodes before the 
Bible Study on March 6th 
 
Checks of $3,000 were given to the Fairbanks and Julik families. They 
were given from Tithing Outside Our Walls. 
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Gofundme: Brad & Stacy Fairbanks 

Brad was diagnosed with stage 3 colon cancer in September and is  
currently going through radiation and chemotherapy. Brad's health care 
benefits will end mid-January as he has been unable to work full time.  
Stacy has had major back problems preventing her from working.  
Whenever there is a need for help in the Almelund community - both Brad 
and Stacy are there to donate time. Please help us help this family - they 
need our financial support. For questions, call Casey at (612)710-3622 
The Fairbanks Family Benefit  is Saturday, March 25th from 4-8pm  
      @ Amador Town Hall  
      37562 Park Trail 
      Almelund, MN 55012 

Pulled Pork Sandwich 
Potato Salad 

Coleslaw and Dessert 
$15.00 per plate 

 
Benefit For Doug Julik March 4, 2023 @ 12 Noon  
Cushing Community Center - 2510 241st St. Cushing WI  
Live Auction - Raffles - Live Music - Great Food - Silent Auction - Gun 
Raffle  
 

Donations of cut bars [in disposable pans] would be welcomed - donations 
for the live & silent auction would also be gladly accepted - please have 
bars and auction items to Immanuel's kitchen by 9:00 Thursday morning, 
March 2nd. Any questions, contact Shannon 651-334-7853 or  
Pat 651-583-2100. Your support would be greatly appreciated!  
 

The Julik family are long-time members of our Almelund Community. 
Doug was diagnosed with stage four cholangiocarcinoma, a rare and  
aggressive cancer that forms in the bile ducts of the liver. Doug had under-
gone many treatments of chemo, immunotherapy, and had to travel to see 
multiple specialists to fight this disease. Unfortunately, he lost his battle 
February 15, 2023.  
Please keep the Julik family in your thoughts and prayers.   
 
COFFEE SERVERS NEEDED FOR  
March 26th, and April; please sign up next to kitchen, Thank you 
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Attention 2023’ Graduates 
 

Please notify the church office at (651)583-2340, if you are graduating 
from High School or College. We would like to know. Also, please fill out 
a scholarship form outside the church office. 
  
Confirmation Schedule: 

March 12th - Can you accept the theory of evolution and still be a  
 Christian? Psalm 19:1-4 
March 26th—Why does God let bad things happen?  Romans 8:28 
 
Youth Group: 
Youth Meetings: March 15th @ 6:30 March 29th @ 6:30  
 

Our Heggies Fundraiser will be starting soon. Start thinking of what great 
pizzas you'd like to stock your freezer with!  
 
The Immanuel quilting group will meet Tuesday, March 14th,  
10am to 2pm. Everyone welcome. Potluck lunch at noon.  
Our room is all sorted.....fabric ready to sew & quilts ready to tie.  
 
Sarah Circle meeting on Thursday, March 9 at 4:00 pm at church.   
 
We are planning to have a Sunday school teacher meeting on Thursday 
March 9th at 6pm. 
Here are the Sunday School teachers for March: 
  

3/5:  Pre-K-1st     - Kristi Johnson 
        Grade 2-5    - Julie Abrahamson 
  

3/12: Pre-K-1st    - Teresa Carlson 
         Grade 2-5   - Kris Koran 
  

3/19: Pre-K- 1st    - Soua Carlson 
         Grade 2-5    - Kris Koran 
  

3/26: Pre-K - 1st   - Cami Peltier 
         Grade 2-5    - Teresa Carlson 
 
"NOISY OFFERINGS BEGINNING IN MARCH"  
At the February Worship & Music meeting we expressed our thanks to all 
those who provide special music with a Special Thank You to Momoh's 
friends who travel a distance to share their talents. We would like to show 
our appreciation by gifting these musicians with a gas card. How will we 
fund this - with a "Noisy Offering" beginning March 5th and continuing the 
first Sunday of the month thereafter. So - SAVE YOUR CHANGE and let's 
make a Joyful Noise Unto The Lord!!!!  
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Parish Care Team is having a lunch-in, March 3rd after the  
National Day of Prayer Service @ 1:00 pm 

 
Baptisms 
Raelynn and Kase Salokar, are being baptized on Saturday, March 4th at 
11:00. Their parents are, Shelby (Zemke) Salokar and Jacob (Jake)  
Salokar. 
Lets keep this family in our prayers. 
 
Dear Prayer Chain members, 
 

This evening (2/18/2023) we received an update on Merrie Tolzmann  
from her husband, Tracy, along with permission to use the information on 
the prayer chain and in prayers of the church on Sunday. Merrie is out of 
intensive care and has been moved to the sixth floor at the U of Minneso-
ta Hospital. She is also off oxygen, great signs that she is improving. She 
is finding the meals delicious. She will receive OT and PT in order to 
gain the skills necessary to go home (eight steps must be negotiated at 
home). 
 

Please thank the Lord for bringing Merrie through this crisis and pray for 
healing, comfort and strength to gain the necessary mobility. At this time, 
(2/20/23) she does not want to have visitors or phone calls. She  
appreciates the prayers and well wishes. Her return home was Tuesday, 
February 21st!!! 
 

Update on Dave Nelson after his total knee replacement: his surgery on 
February 13 went well and he was able to achieve 85 degree bend with 
tolerable pain at his first PT session yesterday. He thanks you for your 
prayers and would appreciate prayers for healing, tolerable pain level and 
a good night's sleep. He would like to be included in the prayers of the 
church on Sunday. 
 

 God bless you. 
  Judy  

Thrivent Action Team Dollars 

This is a reminder that those in the congregation that are eligible members 
of Thrivent can apply for Thrivent Action Team dollars. If your  
application is accepted, and most are, up to $250 will be given in the form 
of a voucher/card to be used for the church activity such as VBS or other 
events. For more information on the process go to: 

thrivent.com/actionteam. 

http://thrivent.com/actionteam
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"Unexpected Company Chorale, your community chorus, will be starting 
rehearsals for their spring concert, Heaven and Earth Sing, on Monday, 
March 6th at Trinity Lutheran Church in Lindstrom.  Rehearsal starts at 
7PM … please arrive at 6:30 to register and collect music.  Previous  
singing experience is helpful, but formal training is not required."  
Thank you. We truly appreciate your help in sharing this information.  
 Mike Leadholm  
  UCC Board member  
 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 
Saturday, March 11, 2023 @ 4:30-7:00 

The First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Rush City 
1000 South Jay Avenue, Rush City, MN 55069 
Adults, $10, Kids 12 & Under, 1 cent per inch! 

Electric Mountain Bike Tickets, $10  
(only 200 bike raffle tickets will be sold) 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lenten Services 
 
Are 11:00 am With Soup & Sandwich; And Soup & Sandwich at 5:30— 
With a 6:30 Holden Evening Prayer Service, in the Sanctuary. 
 
Serving Groups for 5:30 are: March 1st Group A 
     March 8th Group B 
     March 15th Group C 
     March 22nd Group D 
     March 29th Group E 
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THANKYOU 
 
Thank you to Dave Nelson for donating the ten ear buds for the hearing  
impaired. They’re working out great. Just ask an usher how to use them 
for each service and they will help you. 
 
Dear Immanuel Lutheran Church. 
Thankyou for letting my family and friends use the church on 2-18-2023. 
We had a great time eating and visiting. Please accept this donation for 
the use of the church. 
 

 Gwendolyn Swenson 
 

CALENDAR OBSERVANCES 
Lent 2023 

 

Wednesday, March 1 
George Herbert, hymnwriter, died 1633 
As a student at Trinity College, Cambridge, England, George Herbert excelled in lan-
guages and music. He went to college with the intention of becoming a priest, but his 
scholarship attracted the attention of King James I. Herbert served in parliament for two 
years. After the death of King James and at the urging of a friend, Herbert's interest in 
ordained ministry was renewed. He was ordained a priest in 1630 and served the little 
parish of St. Andrew Bremerton until his death. He was noted for unfailing care for his 
parishioners, bringing the sacraments to them when they were ill, and providing food 
and clothing for those in need. Herbert is best remembered, however, as a writer of po-
ems and hymns such as "Come, my way, my truth, my life" (ELW 816). 
 

Thursday, March 2 
John Wesley, died 1791; Charles Wesley, died 1788; renewers of the church 
The Wesleys were leaders of a revival in the Church of England. Their spiritual disci-
pline (or method) of frequent communion, fasting, and advocacy for the poor earned 
them the name "Methodists." The Wesleys were missionaries in the American colony of 
Georgia for a time, but returned to England discouraged. Following a conversion experi-
ence while reading Luther's Preface to the Epistle to the Romans, John was perhaps the 
greatest force in eighteenth-century revival. The brothers' desire was that the Methodist 
Societies would be a movement for renewal in the Church of England, but after their 
deaths the societies developed a separate status. 
 Charles wrote more than six hundred hymns, including "Hark! The herald an-
gels sing" (ELW 270), "Christ, whose glory fills the skies" (ELW 553), and "Love di-
vine, all loves excelling" (ELW 631). 
 

Tuesday, March 7 
Perpetua and Felicity and companions, martyrs at Carthage, died 202 
In the year 202 the emperor Septimius Severus forbade conversions to Christianity. Per-
petua, a noblewoman, Felicity, an enslaved woman, and other companions were all cate-
chumens at Carthage in North Africa. They were imprisoned and sentenced to death. 
Perpetua's father, who was not a Christian, visited her in prison and begged her to lay 
aside her Christian convictions in order to spare her life and spare the family from scorn. 
Perpetua responded and told her father, "We know that we are not placed in our own 
power but in that of God." 
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Friday, March 10 
Harriet Tubman, died 1913; Sojourner Truth, died 1883; renewers of society 
Harriet Tubman was born into slavery in Maryland and remained enslaved until about age 
thirty when, fearing she would be sold and moved farther south, she escaped with the help 
of the Underground Railroad. After that, she helped about three hundred others to escape 
until slavery was abolished. After the Civil War, her home in Auburn, New York, became 
a center for women's rights and served the aged and poor. 
 Sojourner Truth, too, was born into slavery, in New York state. Her birth name 
was Isabella. After slavery was abolished in New York in 1827, she was freed and, while 
working as a housekeeper, became deeply involved in Christianity. A number of years 
later, she discerned a call to become a preacher. Taking the name Sojourner Truth, she set 
out on an evangelistic journey, where people found her testimony to be deeply moving. In 
later life, she also became a popular speaker against slavery and for women's rights. 
 

Sunday, March 12 
Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, died 604 
Gregory was born into a politically influential family. At one time he held political office 
and at another time he lived as a monk, all before he was elected to the papacy. Gregory's 
work was extensive. He influenced public worship through the establishment of a lection-
ary and prayers to correlate with the readings. He established a school to train church mu-
sicians. Gregorian chant is named in his honor. He wrote a treatise underscoring what is 
required of a parish pastor serving a congregation. He sent missionaries to preach to the 
Anglo-Saxons who had invaded England. And at one time he organized distribution of 
grain during a shortage of food in Rome. 
 
Friday, March 17 
Patrick, bishop, missionary to Ireland, died 461 
At sixteen, Patrick was kidnapped by Irish pirates and sold into slavery in Ireland. He 
himself admitted that up to this point he cared little for God. He escaped after six years, 
returned to his family in southwest Britain, and began to prepare for ordained ministry. He 
later returned to Ireland, this time to serve as a bishop and missionary. He made his base 
in the north of Ireland and from there made many missionary journeys with much success. 
In his autobiography he denounced the slave trade, perhaps from his own experience of 
being enslaved. Patrick's famous baptismal hymn to the Trinity, "I bind unto myself to-
day" (ELW 450), can be used as a meditation on Lent's call to return to our baptism. 
 

Sunday, March 19 
Joseph, Guardian of Jesus 
The gospels are silent about much of Joseph's life. We know that he was a carpenter or 
builder by trade. The Gospel of Luke shows him acting in accordance with both civil and 
religious law by returning to Bethlehem for the census and by presenting the child Jesus in 
the temple on the fortieth day after his birth. The Gospel of Matthew tells of Joseph's trust 
in God, who led him through visionary dreams. Because Joseph is not mentioned after the 
story of a young Jesus teaching in the temple, it is assumed that he died before Jesus 
reached adulthood. 
 

Tuesday, March 21 
Thomas Cranmer, Bishop of Canterbury, martyr, died 1556 
Cranmer was serving as bishop of Taunton in England when he was chosen by King Hen-
ry VIII to become archbishop of Canterbury, largely because Cranmer would agree to the 
king's divorce from Catherine of Aragon. Cranmer's lasting achievement is contributing to 
and overseeing the creation of the Book of Common Prayer, which in revised form re-
mains the worship book of the Anglican Communion. He was burned at the stake under 
Queen Mary for his support of the Protestant Reformation. 
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Wednesday, March 22 
Jonathan Edwards, teacher, missionary to American Indians, died 1758 
Edwards was a minister in Connecticut and described as the greatest of the New England 
Puritan preachers. One of Edwards's most notable sermons found its way into contempo-
rary anthologies of literature. In this sermon, "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God," he 
spoke at length about hell. However, throughout the rest of his works and his preaching he 
had more to say about God's love than God's wrath. His personal experience of conversion 
came when he felt overwhelmed with a sense of God's majesty and grandeur, rather than a 
fear of hell. Edwards served a Puritan congregation, where he believed that only those 
who had been fully converted ought to receive communion; his congregation thought oth-
erwise. Edwards left that congregation and carried out mission work among the Housaton-
ic Indians of Massachusetts. He became president of the College of New Jersey, later to be 
known as Princeton University. 
Friday, March 24 
Oscar Arnulfo Romero, Bishop of El Salvador, martyr, died 1980 
Romero is remembered for his advocacy on behalf of the poor in El Salvador, though it 
was not a characteristic of his early priesthood. After being appointed as archbishop of 
San Salvador, he preached against the political repression in his country. He and other 
priests and church workers were considered traitors for their bold stand for justice, espe-
cially defending the rights of the poor. After several years of threats to his life, Romero 
was assassinated while presiding at the eucharist. During the 1980s thousands died in El 
Salvador during political unrest. 
 

Saturday, March 25 
Annunciation of Our Lord 
Nine months before Christmas the church celebrates the annunciation. In Luke the angel 
Gabriel announces to Mary that she will give birth to the Son of God, and she responds, 
"Here am I, the servant of the Lord." Ancient scholars believed that March 25 was also the 
day on which creation began and was the date of Jesus' death on the cross. Thus, from the 
sixth to eighth centuries, March 25 was observed as New Year's Day in much of Christian 
Europe. 
 

Wednesday, March 29 
Hans Nielsen Hauge, renewer of the church, died 1824 
Hans Nielsen Hauge was a layperson who began preaching about "the living faith" in Nor-
way and Denmark after a mystical experience that he believed called him to share the as-
surance of salvation with others. At the time, itinerant preaching and religious gatherings 
held without the supervision of a pastor were illegal, and Hauge was arrested several 
times. He also faced great personal suffering: his first wife died, and three of his four chil-
dren died in infancy. 
 

Friday, March 31 
John Donne, poet, died 1631 
This priest of the Church of England is commemorated for his poetry and spiritual writing. 
Most of his poetry was written before his ordination and is sacred and secular, intellectual 
and sensuous. He saw in his wife, Anne, glimpses of the glory of God and a human revela-
tion of divine love. In 1615 he was ordained and seven years later he was named dean of 
St. Paul's Cathedral in London. By that time his reputation as a preacher was firmly in 
place. In his poem "Good Friday, 1613. Riding westward," he speaks of Jesus' death on 
the cross: "Who sees God's face, that is self life, must die; What a death were it then to see 
God die?" 
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March Birthdays!  

As you celebrate your Birthday, remember to celebrate your Spiritual 

Birthday each year. Light a candle to remember your Baptism, too. God 

Bless you on your special days! 
 

2 Kelsey Andersen 

3 Janice Elkerton 

4 Carol Freed 

8 Kurt Wyandt, Charlotte Newman 

10 Teresa Carlson, Mikayla Johnson, Jessica Thelander, Deborah Olson 

11 Lori Haag 

12 Jacob Flodquist, Doris Guentzel 

13 Mark Weslander 

17 Valerie Lutz 

18 Rose Rambo 

20 Max Swenson 

22 Christine Schumacher, Julie Nygren 

23 Linda Peterson 

24 Kristy Elkerton 

29 Wyatt Wiberg 

30 Alan Olson, Nick Rothe, Franklin Woodruff 

Page 11 



 

Financial Summary as of February 19, 2023 
 

Financial Recorder, Mark Weslander 

Fund Description Total 2023 Past Year 

        

#3 General $23,578.20 $22,708.02 

6 Benevolence $1,141.25 $1,096.75 

4 Building Fund $590.25 $467.00 

#8 Loose $274.79 $42.00 

#7 Initial $0.00 $0.00 

  Memorials $170.00 $401.25 

#10 Fellowship Dinners $0.00 $0.00 

12 Special Donations $63.47 $25.00 

#22 Lent $60.00 $0.00 

#20 Maund. Thr./Good Friday $0.00 $0.00 

#23 Easter $0.00 $30.00 

21 Easter Memorial Garden $0.00 $0.00 

#13 Thanksgiving $0.00 $0.00 

#25 Christmas $100.00 $0.00 

#15 Office Reimbursement $0.00 $0.00 

#16 Use of Church $170.00 $252.00 

#27 Sampler $0.00 $0.00 

#38 Pastor's Elec. Reimb. $0.00 $0.00 

#18 Wedding Fees $0.00 $0.00 

# Online Service Fee $27.95 $40.50 

  Actual Totals $26,175.91 $25,062.52 

TOTAL GENERAL GOAL = FUNDS MARKED #   

  Total 2023 Goal Plus/Minus % 

Gen. Budget $24,210.94 $28,107.17 -$3,896.23 86.1% 

Bene. Budget $1,141.25 $1,746.57 -$605.32 65.3% 

Benevolence (Undesignated)    $485.00 

Synod     $600.00 

Lutheran Social Service      

Luther Point Bible Camp      

Itonya Comp. Cong. in Tanz.    $25.00 

World Hunger     $31.25 

        

        

        

TOTAL       $1,141.25 
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Three Ways to Give!  
 

Thank you so much for your financial gifts which support Immanuel’s  
ministry.  We ask you to prayerfully do what you can to support  
Immanuel’s mission. 
 

Give in Person 
When you attend worship in person, you are welcome to place your  
offering in the offering plate as it is passed during the service. Offering en-
velopes, like the one included in this newsletter, are available in the pews.  
 

Give by Mail 
You can also mail your offering to the church, using the offering envelope 
provided in this newsletter at: 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
37515 Park Trail 
Almelund, MN 55012 
 

Give Online 
Giving through our website is a quick and easy way for you to give and for 
the church to receive your gift. Go to www.ImmanuelAlmelund.org and 
click on “Make a Gift.” You can designate how you want it used and if you 
want to make a one-time gift or ongoing contribution. It is recorded just as 
if you had placed it in the offering plate. 
Whatever way you give your gifts, thank you for your support of  
Immanuel’s ministry. We couldn’t do it without you!  
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March 2023 “Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you your heart’s desires.  Commit everything you do to the Lord. 
Trust him, and he will help you.”  Ps. 37:4-5  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 11:00 Lenten service with soup & 

sandwich following 

1:00 Prayer Shawl Meets 

5:30 soup & sandwich (Group A) 

6:30 Lenten service 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 

1:00  

National Day 

of Prayer 

Service 

W/Lunch-in 

4 Starting @ 

Noon 

Doug Julik  

Benefit @ 

Cushing, WI 

 

11:00 Salokar 

Baptisms 

5  
9:30 Communion Worship Live and 

Online; Sunday School after Children’s 

Sermon.  

10:30 Coffee Served 

11:00 Counters count offering 

 

6 

10:00 WOW Practice 

7:00 ZOOM BIBLE 

STUDY 

 

 

 

7 

9:00 Worship Team  

meets 

6:00 ILC Trinity Choir 

Rehearsal @ Trinity 

8 11:00 Lenten service with soup & 

sandwich following 

5:30 soup & sandwich (Group B) 

6:30 Lenten service 

9 4:00 Sarah 

Circle meeting 

@ church 

6:00 Sunday 

school teachers 

meeting 

10 
 

 

11 

 

12 DAY LIGHT SAVINGS BEGINS 

9:30 Worship Live and Online; Sunday          

School after Children’s Sermon.  

Confirmation is after church 

10:30 Coffee Served  

11:00 Counters count offering 
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10:00 WOW Practice 

5:00 Property Meeting 

6:00 Council  Meeting 

7:00 ZOOM BIBLE 

STUDY 

14 9:00 Worship Team 

meets 

10:00-2:00 Quilters 

meet W/Potluck @ 

noon 

6:00 ILC Trinity Choir 

Rehearsal @ Almelund 

15 11:00 Lenten service with soup 

& sandwich following 

5:30 soup & sandwich (Group C) 

6:30 Lenten service 

1:30 Parish Care Meets 

1:00 Prayer Shawl Meets 

6:30 Youth Group meeting 

16 
 

 

17  

ST. Patricks 

Day 
 

 

18 

11 am ILC  

Connection 

meets @ Stone 

Inn in Chisago 

19  

9:30 WOW Communion Worship Live 

and Online;  Sunday School is after  

Children’s Sermon 

10:30 Coffee Served 

11:00 Counters count offering 

20 

Newsletter Deadline 

5:00 Stewardship 

Meeting 

7:00 ZOOM BIBLE 

STUDY 

21 9:00 Worship Team   

meets 

9:30 Naomi meets @  

Kris Kroan’s 

6:00 ILC Trinity Choir  

Rehearsal @ Trinity 

22 11:00 Lenten service with soup 

& sandwich following 

5:30 soup & sandwich (Group D) 

6:30 Lenten service 

1:00 Newsletter is ready for 

proofreading. 

23 10:00  

Filling  

newsletter with 

offering  

envelope & 

sealed 

24 

 

25 4-8 PM 

Fairbanks Family  

Benefit @  

Amador Town 

Hall 

26 9:30 Worship Live and Online; Sun-

day School after Children’s Sermon.  

Confirmation is after church 

10:30 Coffee Served  

11:00 Counters count offering 

Choirs’ sing @ Trinity & ILC @ 8 & 9:30 

27 

10:00 Newsletter  

 Labeling for Mailing 

6:00 Worship & Music 

7:00 ZOOM BIBLE 

STUDY 

28 

9:00 Worship Team 

meets 

6:00 ILC Trinity Choir 

Rehearsal @ Almelund 

29 11:00 Lenten service with soup 

& sandwich following 

5:30 soup & sandwich (Group E) 

6:30 Lenten service 

6:30 Youth Group meeting 

30 31  
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Thank you to those helping with the Worship Services! 
 

 
Head Usher:    March Deb Krengel 
 

Communion Servers:  
 

 March 5   Bob Rothe, Julie Weller, Dave Rue 
 March 19 Steve Peterson, Tora Carlson, Marty Johnson 
 

Communion Wine - Wild Mountain Winery  
 
Communion Wafers now used 
 
Reader Coordinator:  March: Pat Noyes 
 
Altar Guild:    March: Loraine Rue 

 Mar 5 Mar 12 Mar 19 Lent Serv. Mar 26 

Scripture 

Reader 

Marco Sherve Bob Stirling Dianne Wiik  Julie Weller 

Ushers Pat & Don 

Noyes 

Pat & Don 

Noyes 

Pam & Clay  

Larson 

11:00: Jim & 

Linda Mielke 
6:30: Deb Krengel 

& Julie Weller 

Pat & Don 

Noyes 

Sound 

Tech 

Dave Rue Steve 

Blomquist 

Nancy 

Nadeau 

 Julie  

Johnson 

Camera 

Tech 

Matt Oknich Tracy 

Tolzmann 

Jodi Johnson-

Waldemar 

 Vern  

Johnson 

Children’s 

Sermon 

Pastor Justin Tersa Carlson   Youth Group 

Coffee  

Servers 

Youth Group Linda Mielke 

& Linda  

Peterson 

WOW Group Soup &  

Sandwich 

 

Teachers Kristi Johnson 

& Julie  

Abrahamson 

Teresa  

Carlson & 

Kris Koran 

Soua Carlson 

& Kris Koran 

No Sunday 

School 

Cami Peltier 

& Teresa 

Carslon 
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Worship & Music Minutes ~ January 23, 2023  
 

Present:  Pastor Justin Fenger, Tora Carlson, Laurie Peterson, Pat Remer, 
Diane Rothe, Dave & Loraine Rue, Mark Weslander 
Absent:  Momoh Freeman, Sharon Thiel 
Diane called the meeting to order. Pastor Justin gave devotions. 
Old Business: 
Reviewed November 24th minutes: MSP to accept. 
 

Communion Wine Report: 
Pastor Justin, Diane & Pat went to Wild Mountain Winery – Mark Olson 
will continue to donate the Wild Mountain Sweet Red Wine for  
communion. His wife, Jenni was there also, and was very enthusiastic – 
had a lot of good ideas involving worship services, youth activities, Bible 
studies. It was a good connection with our neighbors! 
 

Children’s Sermons: 
- Jan. 29th – Youth Group 
- Feb. 5th – Pastor Justin 
- Feb. 12th – Jeske 
- Feb. 19th – Teresa 
- Feb. 26th – Youth Group 
 

Recap Worship Services/Events: 
- December 4th …Second Sunday of Advent/Communion/Holiday 
Brunch, Craft & Bake Sale – all went well! Plan to do this December 
2023.  
- December 11th …Third Sunday of Advent/Installation of Pastor Justin 
by Pastor Justin Grimm who also preached that day/Dedication of the 
Prayer Shawls. Another good day! 
- December 18th …Fourth Sunday of Advent/ School Christmas Program/
WOW service/Communion/Sunday – Fun Service – Great Sunday School 
program!!  
- December 24th …Christmas Eve Candlelight/Communion services at 
4:30 and 10:00. WOW participation at 4:30 service with Audra Rambow 
doing special music. Marco provided special music for the 10:00 service. 
Both beautiful services – glad we went back to the two services. Great 
Attendance – 182/4:30 and 40/10:00!  
- December 25th …“Christmas In Amador” Lessons And Carols Service 
@ 9:30. Tracy with his Busker’s Organ & German Tanzbar and Pat  
provided service music – Tracy did a children’s sermon – he and Scott  
provided lovely special music. Very nice service! 
- January 1st …New Years Day Worship/Communion 
- January 2nd…Pastor Justin begins a Daily Texts facebook connection 

which is amazing! 
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- April 2nd…Palm Sunday/Communion – Pat to check with Jason & Dee if 
Youth will serve breakfast. 
- April 6th…Maundy Thursday/Communion – 2 services? We’ll see. 
- April 7th…Good Friday 
- April 9th…Early Easter Morning – Pastor Justin MAY do something at 
the Labrynth for Sunrise Service – Worship & Music would serve coffee & 
rolls after that.  
 9:30 Festive Easter Service! 
 

Confirmation/Acolytes:  Pastor Justin & Jason are teaching Confirmation 
on an alternate basis and it’s going well. Would like to include the seven 
confirmands in the worship services – ushers, readers, communion servers, 
etc.   
 -  Acolyltes – 2 confirmation parents have expressed the desire to 
resume the acolyte program – they would like to have their kids do this. 
Deb Krengel did a good job showing McCoy & Mitchell how to usher – 
they did a GREAT job!! Thanks to Deb for doing this! 
 

Cradle Roll –Christian Education will be discussing this as it needs to get 
started again. 
 

“Simplified Sampler” – looking at April/after Easter. Momoh & Pat will 
work on getting participants. Concert only with Worship & Music serving 
coffee/dessert after. 
 

Other:  Tora informed us that Matt & Soua had donated a 32” flat screen 
TV November, 2018. It was meant for the nursery, however, it was never 
hung on the wall and so never used. This needs immediate attention!! 
Someone also donated a TV to the Youth – Pastor Justin will check to see 
if wall mounts are needed.  
 

New Business: 
Worship Team: 
 - Worship Services are planned through January 22nd. 
 - Amy Stender is available to provide service music March 12th or 
26th. Momoh was going to contact her.    
 

Immanuel Choir Rehearsals began Wednesday, January 4th @ 6:00. 
Choir will sing the 4th Sunday of the month. Momoh & Tyler Olson will 
get together to plan the details & rehearsal schedule for the combined Trin-
ity, North Branch and Immanuel choirs - rehearsals will begin Tuesday, 
February 7th @ 6:00 – an email will go out to choir participants with infor-
mation. 
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- January 8th …Worship/Special Music by Marco 
- January 15th …WOW Service/Communion 
- January 18th…Trinity Choir, North Branch meet with ILC choir on  
possibility of a combined choir.  
- January 22nd …Worship/Choir sings – Our Thanks to Momoh’s friend, 
Gordon Mitchell who provided special music and directed the choir. It 
was wonderful! It would be good to give our “special music” musicians a 
stipend – a gas card would be good! Something to show our appreciation, 
especially when they travel a distance. Thinking of having a Noisy Offer-
ing the 1st Sunday of the month, starting in March. We’ll put an explana-
tion in the bulletins/newsletters giving people time to save up their 
change.  
 

Upcoming Dates: 
- January 29th …Special Music by Johnny Russell for Hymn Sing Appre-
ciation Sunday/Baptism of William Flanery.  
 - February 5th…Worship/Communion 
- February 12th…Worship 
- February 19th…WOW Service/Communion 
- February 22nd…Ash Wednesday – 2 services…11:00 & 6:30 – NO Soup 
& Sandwich! 
- February 26th…Worship/Joint Choir sings 
- March 1st…11:00 Lenten Service with Soup & Sandwich 
  5:30 Soup & Sandwich/Gr. A 
 6:30 Holden Evening Prayer Lenten Service in the sanctuary 
- March 5th…Worship/Communion 
- March 8th…11:00 Lenten Service with Soup & Sandwich  
 5:30 Soup & Sandwich/Gr. B 
 6:30 Holden Evening Prayer Lenten Service in the sanctuary 
- March 12th…Worship [Daylight Savings Time Begins] 
- March 15th…11:00 Lenten Service with Soup & Sandwich  
 5:30 Soup & Sandwich/Gr. C 
 6:30 Holden Evening Prayer Lenten Service in the sanctuary 
- March 19th...WOW Service/Communion 
- March 22nd…11:00 Lenten Service with Soup & Sandwich  
 5:30 Soup & Sandwich/Gr. D 
 6:30 Holden Evening Prayer Lenten Service in the sanctuary 
- March 26th…Worship/Joint Choir sings 
- March 29th…11:00 Lenten Service with Soup & Sandwich  
 5:30 Soup & Sandwich/Gr. E 
 6:30 Holden Evening Prayer Lenten Service in the sanctuary 



  IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
                                                       February 13, 2023 
 
First order of business was to elect officers for 2023. Richard Sellman and Steve Peterson 
will remain President and Vice President respectively. Tora Carlson was elected secretary. 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Richard Sellman at 6:00 PM. Members 
present: Richard Sellman, Steve Peterson, Bob Rothe, Marty Johnson, David Rue, Todd 
Peltier, Julie Weller,  Tora Carlson and Pastor Justin Fenger. Also present Mark 
Weslander. 
 
         MSP to approve the minutes of the January 9, 2023 council meeting. 
 
         MSP to approve the agenda. 
 
Opening Devotions was read by Richard. Because of new members on council there was 
no discussion about U-TURN CHURCH. Pastor will order new members the book and will 
continue with this when received. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
         Credit card update - Mark requested to get a new credit card for church supplies. A 
                debit card will not work as Mark does not have authorized signature at bank.  
      Pastor Justin will get new credit card with his name on it and will have a    
      $500.00 maximum.  
         Realm Accounting - Mark has been doing a great job doing this on his own. Will not         
                use. The cost was $48.00 a month. 
         Property Insurance - Richard Sellman and Marlin Ness will be meeting with Church 
                      Mutual as soon as Marlin is home to update our Property Insurance needs. 
                      The March meeting council will decide what insurance company to go with 
                      as current insurance expires end of March. 
         Web Site -this needs to be updated as we have a lot of information to get out 
                      such as Lent, Bible studies etc. Pastor said it is very hard to have help on 
                      this and he is on top of it. There are some issues but being worked on. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
         Local Benefits - There are two family benefits coming up in our community. Doug 
                      Julik and family and Brad and Stacy Fairbanks. Council recommends 
                      donating  to each family with funds from Tithing outside our walls. 
                      MSP was made to give $3000.00 to each family. 
         -   These families are in need and Mark will issue checks ASAP. Checks 
                      will be hand delivered this week. Todd Peltier will deliver the Julik 
                      check, and Marty Johnson and Steve Peterson will deliver the 
                      Fairbanks check. 
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Resume “Sharing of the Peace”:  Not everyone is on board with this - 
tabled for six months. 
 

Request for another headset for those giving the Children’s Sermons:  
It’s too hard to give the children’s sermon, holding props and a micro-
phone! There could be another head set somewhere, but not sure – decid-
ed to just get another.  
- Pastor Justin advocates looking for a new sound board. He will do some 
checking on this. 
 

Purchase a new Bible for the Lectern:  Not needed as the readings are 
printed in the bulletin. 
 
 

Prayer Concerns:  Jen Marshall and Dave Nelson/upcoming knee surger-
ies; Brad & Stacy Fairbanks; Doug Julik Family; Skip Buck & Vicki 
Johnson on the news of Skip’s mother’s death; Dory Johnson; Shawn 
Fredrickson; Chris Topper. 
 

Next Scheduled Meeting:  Monday, February 27, 2023    
Devotions: Momoh 

 
Stewardship Committee Meeting Minutes For 

February 20, 2023 
 
Members: Steve Peterson; Sharon Thiel; Julie Weller; Cami Peltier; Kris 
Koran; Mark Weslander and Pastor  Justin Fenger 
 

Present: Julie, Cami, Steve, Mark & Pastor. Steve and Pastor Justin left 
eary for the personnel meeting. 
 

Opened meeting @ 5:05 pm. Julie read devotions. 
 

Continued discussion on Time & Talent sheets. Looking for resources to 
spread stewardship through the year. 
 

Focusing on a holistic view of the church through mental, spiritual and 
emotional issues. 
 

Everyone has a story. Matt Oknich has expressed an interest in interview-
ing members on their faith stories. 
 

Stewardship is not just about money. It is just a small part of stewardship. 
It involves the spiritual part of the  church and community. The less fortu-
nate and group home support for example. We are handicapped accessible 
and welcome all of God’s children who would like to attend 
 

Meeting adjourned @ 6:00 with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

  Submitted by Mark Weslander 



Minutes of Property Committee Meeting 
February 13, 2023 

  
Present:  Pastor Justin, Joanne Johnson, Marty Johnson,  
Perry Lindberg, Don Noyes, Norm Peterson, Bob Rothe 
 
Norm called the meeting to order & Pastor Justin led us in prayer. 
 
Minutes of the December 12, 2022 meeting were reviewed.  
  
OLD BUSINESS: 
Volunteers have finished demolition in the old kitchen except for  
linoleum on the floor.  Scandia Heating & Cooling will take care of piping 
& Dan Anderson will be asked to repair walls.  Waiting for  
direction as to best use of this space before addressing the floor. All floor 
surface in the old basement may be done along with the kitchen floor. 
  

Ten hearing devices are now available. Dave Nelson has offered to assist 
people in using them. 
  
NEW BUSINESS: 
With possible rain tomorrow, Marty offered to remove ice from the north 
parking lot. 
  
Norm received a bill of $2,350 from Dan Anderson for repair work done so 
far.  MSP we pay him this amount.  Dan was asked to submit a bid for fur-
ther work of plaster repair & painting including south sanctuary walls, up-
per north portion & choir area.  His bid of $3,800 was received for that 
work.  MSP we recommend acceptance of Dan’s bid and refer it to Coun-
cil. 
  
Need to assess southwest step area in the spring and possibly do some 
backfill.  
  
Meeting adjourned.  
  
Next Meeting:  March 13, 2023 at 5:00 PM 
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Property - the work in sanctuary, north wall and part of north wall by Altar 
                      is soon completed. The wall looks amazing. The bid of $2350 was exact. 
         MSP -   to pay Dan Anderson. 
                      Another quote was received by Dan to work on south wall on Altar; east 
                      window on Altar and choir area to plaster. Bid was $3800.00. Some 
                      areas will need scaffolding. 
         MSP -   to hire Dan Anderson to work on these repairs. 
                      Mark will pull funds from Thrivent Building Fund. 
         Youth group - it was brought to the council there was no report from youth 
                     group in annual report. Pastor was going to talk to Jason about the 
                     omission. 
                     Also was discussed non-members having names on committees. A 
                     non-member cannot serve on council, but is eligible to serve on other 
                     committees. Pastor will talk to some potential new members and 
                     possibly have a special Sunday for joining. 
 
REPORTS 
         Financial - Mark gave report about Investment funds, had help with gains and 
                     losses also non-general funds when money is withdrawn from Thrivent, 
                     and will keep up with that. Sunday school monies will now go to food 
                     shelf. Doing well with weekly giving and budget is going well. 
         MSP - to approve the Financial Recorder and Financial Secretary's reports. 
 
         Pastors report- there was discussion on how the online devotions are going. 
                     Everyone seems to be liking it and is going well.. 
 
         Committee report assignments - Pastor referred to constitution and the following 
                     Committees are required to have liaisons from council.. 
                      Finance - Richard and Steve (council President and VP) 
                      Personnel - Richard and Steve (council President and VP) 
                      Property - Bob, Marty and Todd 
                      Worship & Music - Tora and Dave 
 
Communion servers for Ash Wednesday: 2/22 Richard Sellman A.M service 
                                                                                 Dave Rue P.M. service 
                       servers for March:  3/5 - Julie, Dave & Bob 
                                                        3/19 - Tora, Steve, Marty 
 
Devotions for March -Tora, Pastor will discuss chapter 6. 
 
Closed with the Lord's Prayer 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:30  
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MSP to accept 2023 Resolutions of Immanuel Lutheran Church of  
Almelund and adding Todd Peltier to resolution 4. 
MSP to accept proposed Financial Goals for 2023. 
Old Business – None 
New Business 
MSP Momoh Freeman to grow a beard again. 
Question on World Hunger contribution stating $75 given only $50 paid. 
Mark Weslander explained $25 came in late and would be on 2023 report. 
MSP to accept all Committee Reports. 
MSP to adjourn 11:38 am February 12, 2023. 
Pastor Justin Fenger closed with prayer. 
Respectfully submitted, 
David Rue 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church of Almelund Annual Meeting Minutes 
Minutes of the 2023 Annual Meeting February 12, 2023 
Council President Richard Sellman called the meeting to order at 10:50 am 
February 12, 2023. 
Pastor Justin Fenger led devotions. 
MSP to approve minutes of 2022 annual meeting with correction to Audit 
Committee, Joanne Johnson should read Dana Johnson. 
MSP to approve the agenda for the 2023 annual meeting. 
Council President Richard Sellman spoke about the church in general and 
our congregation. He wanted to thank the congregation, council, the staff, 
Pastor Matt Saarem, Pastor Justin Fenger for all their hard work. Richard 
also explained the call process. 
Election Ballot 
Added Kris Koran to the Stewardship Committee. 
Removed Gwen Swenson from Luther Point Delegate. 
Added Linda Mielke to the Luther Point Delegate. 
MSP White Ballot Vote. 
Voice vote all nominees elected. 
Church Council – Richard Sellman, Tora Carlson, Julie Weller, Todd Peltier 
Auditing Committee – Tara Rothe 
Christian Education – Julie Flodquist, Kristi Johnson 
Head Usher – Deb Krengel, Marty Johnson, Steve Peterson, Marco Sherve 
Memorial Committee – Lowell Carlson, Connie Linder, Gwen Swenson 
Nominating Committee – Julie Weller, Pat Noyes, Pat Remer 
Personnel Committee – Jeske Noordergraaf 
Property Committee – Bob Rothe, Perry Lindberg 
Resolution Committee – Tracy Tolzmann, Linda Mielke, Marlin Ness,  
Dianne Wiik 
Stewardship Committee – Sharon Thiel, Cami Peltier, Kris Koran 
Worship and Music Committee – Tora Carlson, Loraine Rue, Diane Rothe 
Gustavus Adolphus College Representative – Steve Blomquist, Lori 
Blomquist 
Luther Point Delegate – Joanne Johnson, Linda Mielke 
Luther Social Services Ambassador – Mark Weslander 
Synod Convention Delegates – Mark Weslander, Cindy Weslander 
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CHURCH COUNCIL—  Pastor Justin Fenger, Steve Peterson, Bob Rothe, 
   Marty Johnson, Dave Rue, Richard Sellman, 
   Tora Carlson, Julie Weller, Todd Peltier 
AUDITING COMM.— Bob Stirling, Dana Johnson, Tara Rothe 
CHRISTIAN ED.— Valorie Lutz, Teresa Carlson, Julie Flodquist,  
   Kristi Johnson 
HEAD USHER— Deb Krengel, Marty Johnson, Steve Peterson, 
   Marco Sherve 
MEMORIAL COMM. - Dana Johnson, Joanne Johnson, Vicky Johnson, 
   Lowell Carlson, Connie Linder, Gwen Swenson 
NOMINAT. COMM.— Julie Weller, Pat Noyes, Pat Remer 
PERSONNEL COM.— Council President, Council-Vice President, Pastor, 
   Loraine Rue, Jeske Noordergraaf 
PROPERTY COMM.— Marty Johnson – Council Rep, Todd Peltier – Council 
   Rep, Norm Peterson, Bob Rothe – Council Rep, 
   Perry Lindberg 
RESOLUTION COM.— Tracy Tolzmann, Linda Mielke, Marlin Ness,  
   Dianne Wiik 
STEWARDSHIP COM. Mark Weslander, Steve Peterson, Julie Weller –  
   Council Rep, Sharon Thiel, Cami Peltier, Kris Koran 
WORSHIP & MUSIC  
COMMITTEE— Mark Weslander, Laurie Peterson, Sharon Thiel 
   Tora Carlson – Council Rep, Dave Rue – Council Rep 
   Loraine Rue, Diane Rothe 
LUTHER POINT  
DELEGATE—  Joanne Johnson, Linda Mielke 
GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS COLLEGE DELEGATE— 
   Steve & Lori Blomquist 
LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES AMBASSADOR— 
   Mark Weslander 
SYNOD CONVENTION DELEGATES— 
   Mark & Cindy Weslander 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF ALMELUND 
2023 COMMITTEES and ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES 


