
 

A welcoming community rooted in Christ, growing in faith and serving with joy! 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
37515 Park Trail, Center City, MN 55012 
Email:  immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

Phone:  651-583-2340 
Website:  www.immanuelalmelund.org 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/

immanuellutheranchurchofalmelund 
 

Justin Fenger, Pastor 
revjfenger@gmail.com 

651-308-7717 
 

  

Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant 
immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

651-431-8941 
 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 
jfredlund@frontiernet.net 

Jason 651-208-5915 

DeeDee 651-206-1190 
 

 

Judy Nelson, Prayer Chain 
jlnelson62@centurylink.net 

651-674-5920 
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Momoh Freeman, Organist 
 

Pat Remer, Accompanist 
 

Volunteers Church Custodian 
Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant &

  

Financial Recorder/Secretary 
 

Daryl Abrahamson, Cemetery Groundskeeper 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 
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37515 Park Trail, Almelund, MN 55012 

Pastor Justin Fenger 
Third Sunday in Lent 
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GATHERING 
Today’s Service is using ELW; Red Book 

 
PRELUDE:                       Song Over the Waters                  By Amy Stender 
 
WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
In today's gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of our 
thirst for God. Jesus offers living water, a sign of God's grace flowing from 
the waters of baptism. The early church used this gospel and those of the next 
two Sundays to deepen baptismal reflection during the final days of prepara-
tion before baptism at Easter. As we journey to the resurrection feast, Christ 
comes among us in word, bath, and meal—offering us the life-giving water of 
God's mercy and forgiveness. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 
 

Thirsty for refreshment we come to you, Lord of the barren Lenten  
Landscape of the desert. Along with the followers of Moses we bring our  
grumbles our demands and our complaints. Help us now to find the  
refreshing water in the rocks of our lives. Let us approach God, open to his 
refreshing water of life, putting our quarrels behind us, we come to God to be 
refreshed.  
 

L: Are you thirsty?  
All: We thirst for God’s word.  
L: Have you left your grumbles behind?  
All: We left them at the door.  
Leader: Can you learn a new way of being?  
All: Yes, refreshed by God we are willing to be led.  
L: Come as we follow God out of the desert, into worshiping him— the one  
     who quenches our thirst.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 
 

P: We confess our sins before God and one another.  
 

Pause for silence and reflection.  
 

P: God of mystery and grace,  
C: We admit to you, to ourselves, and to this community that we have 
caused harm to others through our actions and through our failure to 
act. We have stored up treasures for ourselves on earth, we have given 
into temptation, we have failed to heed your call to cross boundaries in 
the name of your love and justice. Give us the humility to accept our fail-
ings and make things right where we can. Forgive us and help us to for-
give ourselves.  

Welcome to  
Immanuel! 

 

Thank you for joining 
us for our worship  
service. Whoever you 
are, whatever you’ve 
done, or where ever 
you are in life. You 
are loved by God 
which means, You 
are  
welcome here at  
Immanuel. God’s 
grace is given freely, 
not earned.  So what-
ever journey you are 
on, God led you here  
today. We thank you 
for coming and hope 
to see you again 
soon. 
 
Visitors, welcome to 
worship!  If you are 
interested in knowing 
more about our con-
gregation please 
speak to Pastor or 
call the church office!   
Contact info is on the 
back of this bulletin. 
 
We Encourage all  
Children who can 
read, to follow along 
in the bulletin during 
our worship service. 

P: Hear these words: God so loved the world that God came and dwelt among 
us in the person of Jesus, and through him all people are redeemed. Know 
that you are more deeply loved than you can imagine, and that through Jesus 
Christ your sins are forgiven. Amen.  
 
OPENING HYMN:   I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say                     #611 ELW 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash 
away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that 
flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC:  
 
HOLY BAPTISM:                                                                               Pg. 227 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON: 
 
FIRST READING:                                                                    Exodus 17:1-7 
Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, 
Moses cried out in desperation to God. God commanded Moses to strike the 
rock to provide water for the people. The doubt-filled question—"Is the Lord 
among us or not?"—received a very positive answer. 
 
1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites jour-
neyed by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but 
there was no water for the people to drink. 2The people quarreled with Moses, 
and said, "Give us water to drink." Moses said to them, "Why do you quarrel 
with me? Why do you test the LORD?" 3But the people thirsted there for wa-
ter; and the people complained against Moses and said, "Why did you bring 
us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?" 4So 
Moses cried out to the LORD, "What shall I do with this people? They are 
almost ready to stone me." 5The LORD said to Moses, "Go on ahead of the 
people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the 
staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be standing there in front 
of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so 
that the people may drink." Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 
7He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled 
and tested the LORD, saying, "Is the LORD among us or not?" 

We invite you to  
follow the service and 
take part in a way that 
feels right to you. 
 
Hearing devices are  
available from an  
usher. 
 
P = Pastor 
L = Leader 
C = Congregation 
R = Reader 
 
Sections in bold are 
to be read by the  
congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today’s Scripture  
 

Exodus             17:1-7 
Psalm                95 
Romans            5:1-11 
John                  4:5-42 
 

Today’s Hymns 
 

Hymn     #611 (ELW) 
Hymn     Insert 
Hymn     #777 (ELW) 
Hymn     #592 (ELW) 
Hymn     #870 (ELW) 



PSALM:                                                                                            Psalm 95 

R: Come, let us sing to the LORD; let us shout for joy to the rock of  
     our salvation. 
C: Let us come before God's presence with thanksgiving  
     and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms. 
R: For you, LORD, are a great God, and a great ruler above all gods. 
C: In your hand are the caverns of the earth;  
     the heights of the hills are also yours. 
R: The sea is yours, for you made it,  
     and your hands have molded the dry land. 
C: Come, let us worship and bow down, 
     let us kneel before the LORD our maker. 
R: For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God's pasture and the  
     sheep of God's hand. Oh, that today you would hear God's voice! 
C: "Harden not your hearts, as at Meribah,  
     as on that day at Massah in the desert. 
R: There your ancestors tested me, they put me to the test,  
     though they had seen my works. 
C: Forty years I loathed that generation, saying, 
     'The heart of this people goes astray; they do not know my ways.' 
R: Indeed I swore in my anger, 'They shall never come to my rest.'" 
 
SECOND READING:                                                            Romans 5:1-11 
Though we often hear that God helps those who help themselves, here Paul 
tells us that through Jesus' death God helps utterly helpless sinners. Since we 
who had been enemies are reconciled to God in the cross, we now live in hope 
for our final salvation. 
 
1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Je-
sus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we 
stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only 
that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces en-
durance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 
5and hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.6For while we were 
still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will 
anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person some-
one might actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while 
we still were sinners Christ died for us. 9Much more surely then, now that we 
have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath 
of God. 10For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through 
the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be 
saved by his life. 11But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 

The word of the Lord                     Thanks be to God 

Happy Birthday  
this week!   

 

12 

Jacob Flodquist 

Doris Guentzel 

13 

Mark Weslander 

17 

Valerie Lutz 

18 

Rose Rambo 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:         Jesus, Name Above All Nations 

GOSPEL:                          Dramatic Dreaming                            John 4:5-42 
Woman: Diane Rothe ; Jesus: Norm Peterson; Narrator: Pastor Justin 

 
People: “It is no longer because of what you said that we Believe, for we  
              have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly  
              the Savior of the world” 
 
SERMON: 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty         #777 ELW 

(v.v.1,2,3) 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 
 

God of grace,                      hear our prayer. 
 
OFFERTORY:       Just As I Am, without One Plea  (v.v.1,3,4)  #592 ELW 

 

Thank you for helping 
lead worship today! 

 
Pastor: 
Justin Fenger 
 

Accompanist: 
Amy Stender 
 

Special Music: 
Amy Stender 
 

Reader: 
Bob Stirling 
 

Ushers:  
Clay & Philip Larson 
 

Sound Tech:  
Steve Blomquist 
 

Camera Tech: 
Tracy Tolzmann 
 

Children’s Sermon: 
Teresa Carlson 
 

Teachers: 
Teresa Carlson &  
Kris Koran 
 

Altar Guild: Purple 
Loraine Rue 
 

Coffee Servers: 
Linda Mielke & 
Linda Peterson 



PRESENTATION OF GIFTS: 

OFFERTORY PRAYER: 
 

Lord, you desire worship in spirit and truth, and the honest offerings 
of open hearts.  
Accept these gifts we bring before you, that they may further your 
will in the world, and break down the barriers which we have im-
posed on one another. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER: 
 
Litany  
L: Jesus meets us in the least likely places,  
C: And invites us to know God more deeply.  
L: Jesus crosses boundaries to reach us,  
C: And calls us to do the same.  
L: Jesus offers us living water,  
C: And astonishes us with new ideas.  
L: Jesus fills us with love, hope, and joy,  
C: And we cannot help but run and share it with others.  
L: May we always allow ourselves to be surprised by  
     Jesus’ working in our lives,  
C: And may we always be inspired to action in response.  

Immanuel Church  
Calendar This Week 

 

Sunday, March 12 
DAY LIGHT SAVINGS 
9:30 Worship Service Live  
        and Online. Sunday  
        School is after  
        children’s sermon 
Confirmation is after church 
10:30 Coffee Servers:  
        Linda Mielke &  
        Linda Peterson 
11:00 Counters count offering 
 

Monday, March 13 
9-5 Office Hours 
10:00 WOW Practice 
5:00 Property Meeting 
6:00 Council Meeting 
7:00 Zoom Bible Study 
 

Tuesday, March 14 
9-5 Office Hours 
9:00 Worship Team meets 
10-2 Quilters Meet w/noon 
potluck 
6:00 Joyous Noise Rehearsal 
        @ Almelund 
 

Wednesday, March 15 
9-5 Office Hours 
11:00 Lenten Service W/soup    
        & sandwich following 
12:00 Bulletin Deadline 
1:00 Prayer Shawl Meets 
1:30 Parish Care Meets 
2:00 Bulletins Printed 
5:30 Soup & sandwich (C) 
6:30 Lenten Service 
6:30 Youth Group Meets 
 
 

(Continued on next page) 

SENDING: 
 

God show us your way: show us what we are, show us who we are, re-
mind us as we need so that out in your world we remember that we are 
forever to be your people, this day and always.  
 
CLOSING HYMN:    We Praise You, O God                        #870 ELW 
 

DISMISSAL: 
 

Go in peace. Serve in love.                Thanks be to God. 
 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. Used by per-
mission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Today, we welcome Waylon Anthony and Weston Gregory Schultz in 
Holy Baptism. They were born, May 19, 2022, to Alyssa Tatro and  
Cody Schultz.. Sponsors are; Colleena & Jason Schulz, and Anna  
Abbott 
 
ATTENDANCE FOR: 
Ash Wednesday; 23 
March 1st Lenten Services; 15/32. 
March 8th Lenten Services; 20/40. 

March 5, 2023 
Attendance: 91 

 

Weekly Giving Update: 

March 5, 2023 
 

General               $5,098.00 

Benevolence    $107.00 

Building Fund      $90.00 

Loose      $87.00 

World Day of Prayer 

To World Hunger    $53.80 

Julik Benefit            $40.00 

Lent Supper             $34.50 

Lent                       $281.00 

Maunday Thr.          $33.00 

Good Friday            #33.00 

Noisy Offering       $137.18 

Online Serv. Fee        $9.70               

Total               $6,004.18 

 

Thursday, March 16 
 

Friday, March 17 
ST. PATRICKS DAY 
 

Saturday, March 18 
11:00 ILC Connection  
        meets @ Stone Inn in  
        Chisago 
 

Sunday, March 19 

9:30 WOW Communion  

        Worship Service Live  

        and Online, Sunday  

        School is after  

        children’s sermon 

10:30 Coffee Servers:  

        WOW Group 

11:00 Counters count  

        offering 



 
 

34th Annual Saint Paul Area Synodical  
Women's Convention  
 
Saturday, April 22, 2023  
8:00 am - 4:30 pm  
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church  
700 Snelling Avenue S, Saint Paul  
 
A friendly reminder that Convention  
registration deadlines are:  

• March 18, 2023 for Voting Members 

• April 1, 2023 for Visitors 
 
Convention activities include:  

• a time for business - election of offic-
ers and Board Members, approval of the 
budget, setting direction for the future 

• a time for community - renewing 
friendships and making new friends, being 
inspired and renewed by speakers and 
workshops 
 
May the Holy Spirit bless us as we gather 
in Christ’s Name.  
Blessings, Dawn Sargent and Becky Maier 
SWO Co-Presidents 

Lenten Services 
 
Are 11:00 am With Soup &  
Sandwich following; And Soup  
& Sandwich at 5:30. Followed 
With a 6:30 Holden Evening  
Prayer Service, in the Sanctuary. 
 

Serving Groups for 5:30 are:  
     

 March 15th Group C 
    

 March 22nd Group D 
    

 March 29th Group E 

Gofundme: Brad & Stacy Fairbanks 

Brad was diagnosed with stage 3 colon cancer in September and is  
currently going through radiation and chemotherapy. Brad's health care benefits will end mid-
January as he has been unable to work full time. Stacy has had major back problems preventing 
her from working. Whenever there is a need for help in the Almelund community - both Brad and 
Stacy are there to donate time. Please help us help this family - they need our financial support.  
The Fairbanks Family Benefit is Saturday, March 25th from 4-8pm @ Immanuel Lutheran 
Church of Almelund 
37515 Park Trail 
Almelund, MN 55012 
For questions, call Casey at (612)710-3622 
 

Pulled Pork Sandwich 
Potato Salad 
Coleslaw and Dessert 
$15.00 per plate 
 
SPAGHETTI DINNER 
Saturday, March 11, 2023 @ 4:30-7:00 
The First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Rush City 
1000 South Jay Avenue, Rush City, MN 55069 
Adults, $10, Kids 12 & Under, 1 cent per inch! 
Electric Mountain Bike Tickets, $10 ( only 200 bike raffle tickets will be sold) 
 
TEA EVENT 
May 13, 2023 @ noon to 5:00  
It is hosted by the Sarah Circle. 
Please watch for any more future updates. 
 
Zoom Bible Study. 
Send the office your email to get started watching each Monday  
evening @ 7:00.  
 
Tune in our Daily Texts, Monday through Saturday on our Facebook Page  
@immanuellutheranchurchofalmelund  
A daily devotional time based on an Old and New Testament bible verse based on a Moravian 
Church tradition and Ground Up Grace Publications  Daily Texts 2023 books are found in the 
back of  Sanctuary by Welcome (Guest) book.   
 

"NOISY OFFERINGS; FIRST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH 
We express our thanks to all those who provide special music with a Special Thank You to 
Momoh's friends who travel a distance to share their talents. We would like to show our apprecia-
tion by gifting these musicians with a gas card. Funded with a "Noisy Offering"  So - SAVE 
YOUR CHANGE and let's make a Joyful Noise Unto The Lord!!!!  



 
 
 

   

  

  

  

  

  

 

Funds will be used for altar flowers & worship supplies throughout the year; or you may give to 
a memorial fund of your choice. Please return this form to the church, along with your  
contribution by or before Palm Sunday, April 2, 2023.  Make check to: 
ILC, Easter Memorial Garden. Thank you.   
 
Note:  Forms turned in by the deadline will be included in the Easter Sunday memorials  
brochure in the bulletin, those turned in after Palm Sunday will be listed in the bulletin on the 
Sunday after Easter.  
 Thank You. 
  
Your Name: ________________________________________ 
  
Name of person(s) to be remembered or honored: 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
  
Easter Memorial Garden Fund 
___ Sanctuary Flowers & Worship Supplies, including Candles, Communion Supplies,  
       Linen upkeep, etc. 
___ Other memorial fund, please note: 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Undesignated donations will be placed in the Easter Memorial Garden Fund. 

Easter  

Memorial  

Garden 


