
 

A welcoming community rooted in Christ, growing in faith and serving with joy! 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
37515 Park Trail, Center City, MN 55012 
Email:  immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

Phone:  651-583-2340 
Website:  www.immanuelalmelund.org 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/

immanuellutheranchurchofalmelund 
 

Justin Fenger, Pastor 
revjfenger@gmail.com 

651-308-7717 
 

Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant 
immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

651-431-8941 
 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 
jfredlund@frontiernet.net 

Jason 651-208-5915 

DeeDee 651-206-1190 
 

 

Judy Nelson, Prayer Chain 
jlnelson62@centurylink.net 

651-674-5920 
 

Office Hours: M-W 9-5 unless otherwise  

noted. Cell phone is  

always available @ 651-431-8941 

 

IMMANUEL STAFF 
 

Justin Fenger, Pastor 
  

Momoh Freeman, Organist 
 

Pat Remer, Accompanist 
 

Volunteers Church Custodian 
Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant &

  

Financial Recorder/Secretary 
 

Daryl Abrahamson, Cemetery Groundskeeper 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
37515 Park Trail, Almelund, MN 55012 

Pastor Justin Fenger 
Second Sunday in Lent 

March 5, 2023 



GATHERING 
Today’s Service is using the ELW; Red Book 

 

PRELUDE:        
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized 
at the Easter Vigil. In today's gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be 
born of water and Spirit. At the font we are a given a new birth as children of 
God. As God made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises to 
raise us up with Christ to new life. From worship we are sent forth to pro-
claim God's love for all the world. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 
 

P:  The Psalmist writes:  
C: ‘I look to the hills… where does my help come from?’  
P: The hills: a place not only of sheer beauty, but also of mystery and uncer-
tainty. Yet even in the most remote parts of this world or our own little 
worlds; even in the places of darkness and desperation  
C: ‘My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth’: our 
Lord who sustains us, supports us, accompanies us…  
P: Let us pray.  
 
PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION: 
 

Ever-attending God, we come before you not only with praise and thanks, but 
also with trust. Trust that each day we awaken, you care for us. Each day we 
journey through life, you watch over us. Each night in our slumber, you keep 
us close. We are reminded daily of your abiding presence, which never gives 
up nor fails us. Forgive us when we have doubted this. Forgive us when we 
have shaken our heads, sighed and written you off… Pause As we leave the 
valleys of turmoil and testing, embrace us once more, calm us once more, 
bless us once more… Amen.  
 
OPENING HYMN:               We Are Called                                  #720 ELW 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
 

P: Light of the world,  
C: Nothing can be hidden from you. Shed light on all the corners of our 
lives, and make us honest to bring our whole selves to you. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen.  
 

Welcome to  
Immanuel! 

 
Thank you for joining 
us for our worship  
service. Whoever you 
are, whatever you’ve 
done, or where ever 
you are in life. You 
are loved by God 
which means, You 
are welcome here at  
Immanuel. God’s 
grace is given freely, 
not earned.  So what-
ever journey you are 
on, God led you here  
today. We thank you 
for coming and hope 
to see you again soon. 
 
Visitors, welcome to 
worship!  If you are 
interested in knowing 
more about our con-
gregation please 
speak to Pastor or call 
the church office!   
Contact info is on the 
back of this bulletin. 
 
We Encourage all  
Children who can 
read, to follow along 
in the bulletin during 
our worship service. 

SPECIAL MUSIC:              No Body Knows                      by Marco Sherve 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON: 
 
NOISY OFFERING: 
 
FIRST READING:                                                                 Genesis 12:1-4a 
 

God's call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all 
the families of the earth would gain a blessing. As they set out on their jour-
ney, they are accompanied by promises of land, nation, and a great reputa-
tion. 
 
1The LORD said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and 
your father's house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a 
great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will 
be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I 
will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." 4So 
Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 
 
PSALM:                                                                                           Psalm 121 

 

R: I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? 
C: My help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth. 
R: The LORD will not let your foot be moved nor will the one who watches  
     over you fall asleep. 
C: Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep; 
R: the LORD watches over you; the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 
C: the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
R: The LORD will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life. 
C: The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in, from  
     this time forth forevermore. 
 
SECOND READING:                                                    Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship 
with God does not involve earning a reward from God but entails trusting 
God's promises. Abraham is the forebear and model for both Jews and Gen-
tiles, because we too trust that ours is a God who gives life to the dead. 
 
1What are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the 
flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast 
about, but not before God. 3For what does the scripture say? "Abraham  
believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness." 4Now to one 
who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5But to 
one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is 
reckoned as righteousness.  

We invite you to  
follow the service and 
take part in a way that 
feels right to you. 
 
P = Pastor 
L = Leader 
C = Congregation 
R = Reader 
 
Sections in bold are to 
be read by the  
congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s Scripture 
 

Genesis     12:1-4a 
Psalm        121 
Romans    4:1-5, 13-17 
John          3:1-17 
 

Today’s Hymns 
 

Hymn        #720 ELW 
Hymn        #456 ELW 
Hymn        #445 ELW 
Hymn        #790 ELW 
Hymn        #677 ELW 



13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or 
to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If 
it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the 
promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither 
is there violation. 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the  
promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only 
to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham 
(for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, "I have made you the father 
of many nations")—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who 
gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
 

The word of the Lord                     Thanks be to God 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:              Baptized in Water  v.1        #456ELW 

 
GOSPEL:                              Dramatic Reading                             John 3:1-17 
 

Nicodemus: Marco Sherve; Jesus: Norm Peterson; Narrator: Pastor Justin 
 

SERMON: 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters #445 ELW 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 

 

God of grace,                           hear our prayer. 
 
OFFERTORY:                    Marco Sherve 
 
PRESENTATION OF GIFTS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday  
this week!   

 

2 

Kelsey Andersen 

3 

Janice Elkerton 

4 

Carol Freed 

8 

Kurt Wyandt 

Charlotte Newman 

10 

Teresa Carlson 

Mikayla Johnson 

Jessica Thelander 

Deborah Olson 

11 

Lori Haag 

OFFERING PRAYER: 
 

With myriad choices before us,  
should we stay or should we go, should we give or should we keep, 
should we speak out or should we keep silent, should we hurt or should 
we love? May we, amidst these choices, be guided in our service and 
offering, that the choices we make, the path we travel, whether we are 
young or old or in the middle, would best bring witness to your  
Kingdom. Amen.  
 
HOLY  COMMUNION: 
 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION: 
 

Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see. 
 
DISTRIBUTION: 
 
COMMUNION HYMN:         Day By Day                                 #790 ELW 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: 
 

Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With 
the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs 
of our neighbors and touch the world with your love. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 

L: We come to our God with questions.  
C: Some things just don’t make sense to us.  
L: We hear the words of Jesus and wonder.  
C: We follow the traditions of our faith and are confused.  
L: But we don’t always ask, and remain in doubt.  
C: We are afraid to be judged for what we don’t already know.  
L: We are afraid to be criticized for questioning.  
C: We are afraid we might not like the answers we get.  
L: Open our hearts and our minds, O God.  
C: Give us courage to be honest with you.  
L: Give us ears to really hear what you have to say.  
C: Give us eyes to see the truth of your actions.  
L: And give us the strength to bear your saving love to all the world.  
C: Holy God, give us new life in you.  

Thank you for helping 
lead worship today! 
 
Pastor:  
Justin Fenger 
 

Organist: 
Momoh Freeman 
 

Special Music: 
Marco Sherve 
 

Reader:  
Marco Sherve 
 

Ushers:  
Pat & Don Noyes 
 

Sound Tech:  
Dave Rue 
 

Camera Tech: 
Matt Oknich 
 

Communion Ushers: 
Bob Rothe 
Julie Weller 
Dave Rue 
 

Children’s Sermon: 
Pastor Justin 
 

Altar Guild: Purple 
Loraine Rue 
 

Teachers: 
Kristi Johnson & 
Julie Abrahamson 
 

Coffee Servers: 
Youth Group 



SENDING:  
 

God send us up: up to the mountains and cities; up to be with the peo-
ple of the world; up to come and go, to follow and leap; up into your 
world stepping out in faith, following where we would prefer not to 
go, trusting your leading and always to be your people this day and 
always...  
 
CLOSING HYMN:    This Little Light of Mine                  #677 ELW 
 
DISMISSAL: 
 

Go in peace. Serve in love.                       Thanks be to God. 
 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Used by 
permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian  
Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights re-
served. Used by permission. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
"NOISY OFFERINGS BEGINNING IN MARCH"  
At the February Worship & Music meeting we expressed our thanks to 
all those who provide special music with a Special Thank You to 
Momoh's friends who travel a distance to share their talents. We 
would like to show our appreciation by gifting these musicians with a 
gas card. How will we fund this - with a "Noisy Offering" beginning 
March 5th and continuing the first Sunday of the month thereafter. So 
- SAVE YOUR CHANGE and let's make a Joyful Noise Unto The 
Lord!!!!  
 
Tune in our Daily Texts, Monday through Saturday on our Facebook 
Page @immanuellutheranchurchofalmenlund  
A daily devotional time based on an Old and New Testament bible 
verse based on a Moravian Church tradition and Ground Up Grace 
Publications  Daily Texts 2023 books are found in the back of  Sanctu-
ary by Welcome (Guest)  book   
 
Zoom Bible Study. 
Send the office your email to get started watching each Monday  
evening @ 7:00. Watch the first three episodes before the Bible Study 
on March 6th 

Immanuel Church  
Calendar This Week 

 

Sunday, March 5 
9:30 Communion Worship  
        Service Live and Online,  
        Sunday School is after  
        children’s sermon 
10:30 Coffee Servers:  
        Youth Group 
11:00 Counters count offering 
 

Monday, March 6 
9-5 Office Hours 

10:00 WOW Practice 

7:00 Zoom Bible Study 
 

Tuesday, March 7 
9-5 Office Hours 
9:00 Worship Team Meets 
6:00 Joyous Noise Rehearsal 

        @ Trinity 
 

Wednesday, March 8 
9-5 Office Hours 
11:00 Lenten Service W/soup    
        & sandwich following 
12:00 Deadline for bulletin 
        Info 
2:00 Bulletins Printed 
5:30 Soup & sandwich (B) 
6:30 Lenten Service 
 

Thursday, March 9 
4:00 Sarah Circle @ Church 
6:00 Sunday school teacher’s  
        meeting 
 

Friday, March 10 
 
Saturday, March 11 
 
Sunday, March 12 
DAY LIGHT SAVINGS 

9:30 Worship Service Live  

        and Online. Sunday  
        School is after  
        children’s sermon 
Confirmation is after church 

10:30 Coffee Servers:  

        Linda Mielke & Linda  

        Peterson 

11:00 Counters count offering 

Gofundme: Brad & Stacy Fairbanks 

Brad was diagnosed with stage 3 colon cancer in September and is cur-
rently going through radiation and chemotherapy. Brad's health care ben-
efits will end mid-January as he has been unable to work full time. Stacy 
has had major back problems preventing her from working. Whenever 
there is a need for help in the Almelund community - both Brad and Sta-
cy are there to donate time. Please help us help this family - they need our 
financial support.  
 
The Fairbanks Family Benefit is Saturday, March 25th from 4-8pm @ 
Amador Town Hall  
37562 Park Trail 
Almelund, MN 55012 
For questions, call Casey at (612)710-3622 
 

Pulled Pork Sandwich 
Potato Salad 
Coleslaw and Dessert 
$15.00 per plate 
 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 
Saturday, March 11, 2023 @ 4:30-7:00 
The First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Rush City 
1000 South Jay Avenue, Rush City, MN 55069 
Adults, $10, Kids 12 & Under, 1 cent per inch! 
Electric Mountain Bike Tickets, $10 ( only 200 bike raffle tickets will be 
sold) 
 

TEA EVENT 
May 13, 2023 @ noon to 5:00  
It is hosted by the Sarah Circle. 
Please watch for any more future updates. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS on the baptisms of  Kase Salokar and Raelynn 
Salokar. They were baptized yesterday, Saturday March 4th. Their  
parents are Jacob & Shelby Salokar. Their Sponsors are; Cristina 
Boehning and Luke LaBossiere for Kase. And Thomas Zemke and  
Danielle Urman for Raelynn. 

February 26, 2023 
Attendance: 85 

 
Weekly Giving Update: 

February 26, 2023 
 
General             $3,321.70 
Building Fund     $130.00 
Benevolence    $10.00 
Lent                     $317.00 
Loose    $75.00 
Sunday School to 
Food Shelves         $25.75 
Online Serv. Fee     $1.00               
Total             $3,880.45 
 



  

  

  

  

  

  

 
Funds will be used for altar flowers & worship supplies throughout the year; or you may give to 
a memorial fund of your choice. Please return this form to the church, along with your contribu-
tion by or before Palm Sunday, April 2, 2023.  Make check to  
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Easter Memorial Garden. Thank you.   
 
Note:  Forms turned in by the deadline will be included in the Easter Sunday memorials bro-
chure in the bulletin, those turned in after Palm Sunday will be listed in the bulletin on the Sun-
day after Easter.  
        Thank You. 
  
Your Name: ________________________________________ 
  
Name of person(s) to be remembered or honored: 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
  
Easter Memorial Garden Fund 
___ Sanctuary Flowers & Worship Supplies, including 
  Candles, Communion Supplies, Linen upkeep, etc. 
___ Other memorial fund, please note: 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Undesignated donations will be placed in the Easter Memorial Garden Fund. 

Easter  

Memorial  

Garden 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lenten Services 
 
Are 11:00am With Soup & Sandwich following; And Soup & Sandwich at 5:30. Followed 
With a 6:30 Holden Evening Prayer Service, in the Sanctuary. 
 

Serving Groups for 5:30 are: March 1st Group A 
     March 8th Group B 
     March 15th Group C 
     March 22nd Group D 
     March 29th Group E 


