
 

A welcoming community rooted in Christ, growing in faith and serving with joy! 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
37515 Park Trail, Center City, MN 55012 
Email:  immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

Phone:  651-583-2340 
Website:  www.immanuelalmelund.org 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/

immanuellutheranchurchofalmelund 
 

Justin Fenger, Pastor 
revjfenger@gmail.com 

651-308-7717 
 

Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant 
immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

651-431-8941 
 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 
jfredlund@frontiernet.net 

Jason 651-208-5915 

DeeDee 651-206-1190 
 

 

Judy Nelson, Prayer Chain 
jlnelson62@centurylink.net 

651-674-5920 
 

Office Hours: M-W 9-5 unless otherwise  

noted. Cell phone is  

always available @ 651-431-8941 

 

IMMANUEL STAFF 
 

Justin Fenger, Pastor 
  

Momoh Freeman, Organist 
 

Pat Remer, Accompanist 
 

Volunteers Church Custodian 
Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant &

  

Financial Recorder/Secretary 
 

Daryl Abrahamson, Cemetery Groundskeeper 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
37515 Park Trail, Almelund, MN 55012 

Pastor Justin Fenger 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

May 21, 2023 



GATHERING 
Today’s Service is using the ELW; Red Book 

 

PRELUDE:     
    
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the disciples 
in the upper room, waiting for the Spirit to transform the church around the 
world. In today's gospel Jesus prays for his followers and for their mission in 
his name. Amid religious, social, and economic divisions, we seek the unity 
that Jesus had with his Father. Made one in baptism, we go forth to live our 
faith in the world, eager for the unity that God intends for the whole human 
family. 
 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION: 
 

P: God of glory, God of grace, we praise you.  
C: God beyond time, God beyond space, we bless you.  
P: God of the heavens, God made human, we worship you.  
C: God of compassion, God of creation you have shaped us  
     and made us your own.  
P: Forgive us when we reshape you and make you in our own image to better  
     serve our own ends. Forgive us when we deny the light of your glory in  
     others preferring instead the wounding word or cutting comment,  
     or promoting our own needs while ignoring our sisters and brothers.  
     Forgive us when our thoughts, our words, our actions have failed to bring  
     glory to your name. Forgive us, also, when we fail to forgive ourselves.  
C: God of restoration, God of reconciliation we place our regrets at your  
     feet trusting in the power of your great mercy, to cleanse us, heal us,  
     and restore us that we may be beacons of light, reflecting your glory,  
     this day and always. Amen.  
 

L: Sing to God.  
C: We sing praises to God’s name!  
L: Lift up a song, be exultant before God.  
C: We sing praises to God’s name!  
L: God protects the vulnerable and frees the oppressed.  
C: We sing praises to God’s name!  
 
OPENING HYMN: When Morning Guilds The Skies (v.v.2,4,5) #853 ELW 
 
PRESENTATION OF BIBLES: 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC:                    “Who Am I”    Momoh & Dave 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON: 

Welcome to  
Immanuel! 

 

Thank you for joining 
us for our worship  
service. Whoever you 
are, whatever you’ve 
done, or where ever 
you are in life. You 
are loved by God 
which means, You 
are welcome here at  
Immanuel. God’s 
grace is given freely, 
not earned.  So what-
ever journey you are 
on, God led you here  
today. We thank you 
for coming and hope 
to see you again 
soon. 
 
Visitors, welcome to 
worship!  If you are 
interested in knowing 
more about our  
congregation please 
speak to Pastor Justin 
or call the church 
office! Contact info is 
on the back of this 
bulletin. 
 
We Encourage all  
Children who can 
read, to follow along 
in the bulletin during 
our worship service. 

FIRST READING:                                                                        Acts 1:6-14 
Today's reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring 
of the Spirit on Pentecost. These verses tell of the risen Lord's conversation 
with his disciples on the eve of his ascension, in which he promises that they 
will receive the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
6When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], "Lord, is this the 
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7He replied, "It is not for 
you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 
8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth." 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was 
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and 
they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood 
by them. 11They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward 
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come 
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." 12Then they returned to 
Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath 
day's journey away. 13When they had entered the city, they went to the room 
upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and 
Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14All these were constantly devot-
ing themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the 
mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 

SECOND READING:                                               1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others. Nev-
ertheless, we are to resist the designs of evil when we experience disparage-
ment from others because we trust God's grace will strengthen and guide us. 
 
12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among 
you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13But 
rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ's sufferings, so that you may also be 
glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14If you are reviled for the 
name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the 
Spirit of God, is resting on you. 5:6Humble yourselves therefore under the 
mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. 7Cast all your 
anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8Discipline yourselves, keep alert. 
Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for 
someone to devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that 
your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of 
suffering. 10And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all 
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 
support, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the power forever and 
ever. Amen. 

The word of the Lord                     Thanks be to God 

We invite you to  
follow the service and 
take part in a way that 
feels right to you. 
 
P = Pastor 
L = Leader 
C = Congregation 
R = Reader 
 
Sections in bold are to 
be read by the  
congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s Scripture 
 
Acts    1:6-14 
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
John     17:1-11 
 

Today’s Hymns 
 
Hymn        #853 ELW 
Hymn        #434 ELW 
Hymn        #826 ELW 
Hymn        #838 ELW 
Hymn        #855 ELW 



 Class of 2023 Baccalaureate Service  
 

Wednesday, June 7, 7:00 p.m. North Branch Area High School  
Auditorium  
 

All senior students, their families, and the public are invited and  
welcome to this non-denominational service. The service is not required 
but optional.  
Baccalaureate is a time where the community and the area churches gath-
er together to honor the graduating class.  
This year's Baccalaureate will include music, scripture, speaker, prayer, 
and blessing for the Class of 2023.  
 
Youth Group News 
Heggies pizzas are coming in on May 17th!  
Youth has just 2 more meetings left this year.  
May 10th & MAY 31st @ 6:30pm 
MAY 21st Final Mission Trip meeting, after the service. 
 
Next Christian Ed Meeting May 22nd 6:30pm to be put on the  
monthly calendar. 
 
COFFEE SERVERS NEEDED FOR  
July 2nd, 9th, 23rd & 30th; please sign up next to kitchen, Thank you 
 
The Zoom Bible Study. The Chosen Season 2 Bible Study, Mondays 
7:30pm on Zoom.  
If interested please contact Pastor Justin  
 
Tune in our Daily Texts, Monday through Saturday on our Facebook 
Page @immanuellutheranchurchofalmenlund  
A daily devotional time based on an Old and New Testament bible verse 
based on a Moravian Church tradition and Ground Up Grace  
Publications.   
 
NEW ADDRESS: 

Mark & Cindy Weslander 
10826 Austin St NE #105 

Blaine, MN 55449 
 

 

May 14, 2023 
Attendance: 70 

 

Weekly Giving Update: 
May 14, 2023 

 

General             $3,640.00 
Benevolence    $10.00 
Building Fund     $300.00 
Loose    $40.00 
Online Serv. Fee     $2.60               
Total             $3,992.60 
 

May 7 2023 
Noisy Offering  $87.37 
 
Sunday School offering 
of  $41.10, will be split 
between the two food 
shelves. 

BLESSING: 
 

The God of all, who raised Jesus from the dead,  
bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation. 
Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN: Crown Him With Many Crowns         #855 ELW 

 (v.v.1,2,3)  
 
DISMISSAL: 
 
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.                          Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE:      
 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Used by 
permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian  
Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights re-
served. Used by permission. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Sunday School: 
 TODAY!!! Is the last day of Sunday school for this year.  
 
Memorial Day Dinner 
     Group A is in charge of the dinner this year. We are looking for 
more volunteers to help. We are also hopeful that the youth group will 
be available to help with clearing and clean up.   
     Look for the sign up board in the gathering area for food and  
money donations. Please check it and see where you can help.  
 
Almelund Farmers Market Begins its 16th Season on Friday, May 

26th at Rod's Country Corner!  
Come Friday afternoons from 3-6pm and check out the local items…  
annuals, perennials and garden plants, asparagus, rhubarb, eggs,  
maple syrup, honey, breads, jams/jellies, craft items and other good-
ies! Products change with the season. New vendors are encouraged 
and welcomed to join this fun community get-together. If interested, 
contact  
Pat @ 651-583-2100.  

Immanuel Church  
Calendar This Week 

 

Sunday, May 21 
9:30 Communion Worship  
        Service Live and Online  
        Sunday School is after  
        children’s sermon. 
Youth meet after church! 
10:30 Coffee Served:  
11:00 Counters count offering 
 

Monday, May 22 
9-5 Office Hours 

6:30 Christian Ed Meeting 

7:30 Zoom Bible Study 
 

Tuesday, May 23 
9-5 Office Hours 
9:00 Worship Team Meets 
 

Wednesday, May 24 
9-4:30 Office Hours 
12:00 Deadline for bulletin  
        Info 
2:00 Bulletins Printed 
 

Thursday, May 25 
 

Friday, May 26 
 

Saturday, May 27 
9:00 Memorial Day Dinner  
        setup 
 

Sunday, May 28 
9:30 Worship Service Live  

        and Online.  

11:00 Counters count offering 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Jesus Shall Reign (v.1)                    #434 ELW 
 
GOSPEL:                                                                                       John 17:1-11 
 

Glory to you O Lord 
On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking 
that those who continue his work in this world will live in unity. 
 
1After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven 
and said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may 
glorify you, 2since you have given him authority over all people, to give eter-
nal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they 
may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I 
glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So now, 
Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your pres-
ence before the world existed. 6I have made your name known to those whom 
you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and 
they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given 
me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and 
they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they 
have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking 
on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because 
they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been  
glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the 
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that 
you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord                Praise to you, O Christ 
 

SERMON: 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Thine the Amen (v.v.1,2,3,4)                 #826 ELW 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 

 

God of grace,                           hear our prayer. 
 

OFFERTORY:                       Walk With Me                         Momoh & Dave 
 
PRESENTATION OF GIFTS: 
 

Create  in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit 
from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with 
your free Spirit. 

Happy Birthday  
this week!   

 

21 

Bryan Waldemar 

23 

Jerzie Peterson 

24 

Hailey Swenson 

26 

Brogan Bauman 

 OFFERTORY PRAYER: 
Generous God, 
in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of 
the earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In 
the pouring of this wine pour us out in service to the world; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

HOLY  COMMUNION: 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 
 

EUCHARISTIC INVITATION:  
 

Jesus welcomes everyone to the table of life, no matter who you are, what 
you may have done, or what you might be going through. Our savior greets 
us with open arms and the promise of renewal in the nourishment of his 
body and blood. Come and be filled.  
 

DISTRIBUTION: 
 

COMMUNION HYMN:      Beautiful Savior                              #838 ELW 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: 
 

Gracious God, 
in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this 
meal of grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to 
show your love and serve the world in Jesus' name. 
Amen. 
 
LITANY:  
 

L: God’s timing is not our timing.  
C: Yet we want to know when.  
L: When Jesus will return to make all things right.  
C: When we will see the reign of God.  
L: When there will be justice for all people.  
C: When there will be peace in all the earth.  
L: Jesus tells us it is not for us to know,  
C: But promises us that the Holy Spirit  
     will be with us in our waiting.  
L: Jesus shows us how to pray, turning to God for discernment.  
C: Jesus disciples devoted themselves to prayer.  
L: So we wait, not passively, but actively working through  
     the power of the Holy Spirit to bring near the reign of God.  
C: And at the same time, we answer the call to PUSH:  
     Pray Until Something Happens.  

Thank you for helping 
lead worship today! 
 
Pastor:  
Justin Fenger 
 

Organist: 
Momoh Freeman 
 

Special Music: 
Momoh Freeman & 
Dave Nelson 
 

Reader:  
Steve Peterson 
 

Ushers:  
Steve & Laurie 
Peterson 
 

Sound Tech:  
Dave Rue 
 

Camera Tech: 
Vern Johnson 
 

Communion Ushers: 
Tora Carlson 
Bob Rothe 
Steve Peterson 
 

Children’s Sermon: 
Teresa Carlson 
 

Altar Guild: White 
Tora Carlson & 
Diane Rothe 
 

Teachers: 
Kristi Johnson & 
Teresa Carlson 
 

Coffee Servers: 
 


