
 

A welcoming community rooted in Christ, growing in faith and serving with joy! 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
37515 Park Trail, Center City, MN 55012 
Email:  immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

Phone:  651-583-2340 
Website:  www.immanuelalmelund.org 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/

immanuellutheranchurchofalmelund 
 

Justin Fenger, Pastor 
revjfenger@gmail.com 

651-308-7717 
 

Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant 
immanuelalmelund@gmail.com 

651-431-8941 
 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 
jfredlund@frontiernet.net 

Jason 651-208-5915 

DeeDee 651-206-1190 
 

 

Judy Nelson, Prayer Chain 
jlnelson62@centurylink.net 

651-674-5920 
 

Office Hours: M-W 9-5 unless otherwise  

noted. Cell phone is  

always available @ 651-431-8941 

 

IMMANUEL STAFF 
 

Justin Fenger, Pastor 
  

Momoh Freeman, Organist 
 

Pat Remer, Accompanist 
 

Volunteers Church Custodian 
Mark Weslander, Administrative Assistant &

  

Financial Recorder/Secretary 
 

Daryl Abrahamson, Cemetery Groundskeeper 
 

Jason & DeeDee Fredlund, Youth Directors 
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GATHERING 
Today’s Service is using the ELW; Red Book 

    
DEDICATION OF FIRE-PIT & BLESSING OF YOUTH  
(on behalf of Rambow Family) 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
Jesus sent his disciples into the world to share the incredible love of God 
with all they would meet, and invite everyone into God’s family.  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP: 
 

P: Creation: the moon, the stars, the sun, the sky, the hills, the seas,  
     beauty abounds before our eyes.  
C: Gather round as we come before our Creator God,  
     maker of all we see and hear, smell and touch.  
P: Gather round as we wonder again at our story of how it began  
     and who we are.  
 

C: May the stories we share, the memories of loved ones we hold  will  
     sustain you, encourage you, inspire you, transform you,  
     accompany you wherever you go, whatever you do— because these   
     are the stories, these memories  
 

P: Use those memories as a beacon to guide you on your path.  
     Don’t look back; continue only forward, while using those memories to  
     create a new path. 
C: We pray that God will give you strength and determination to  
     develop new relationships that will help to strengthen and sustain  
     your faith. 
P: Because we are made in the image of God we have been blessed with free  
     will to make choices and decisions. 
C: We pray that you make wise and rational decisions, always turning to  
     God for help. God hears, God listens, God is always with you. Do not  
     forget that. Always keep in mind that God is around and if you turn  
     to him, he will guide you. 
            A reading from the Book of Matthew: 28:16-20 
P: Just as Jesus commissioned the disciples to go out and spread his word  
     with the world, so do we commission you to do the same through the way  
     you live your life. Always keep Christ in your heart. 
C: We send you forth with all our love, all our reverence, all of our  
     perseverance, and all of our support. Strive for only the best rewards  
    that life has to offer you and may the love of Christ shine through you. 
P: Christ is the light of all people. Let him shine in you during tough times  
     and always keep that light alive. 
C: Let Christ’s light shine always. Thanks be to God. 
                        Thanks be to God. 

Welcome to  
Immanuel! 

 

Thank you for joining 
us for our worship  
service. Whoever you 
are, whatever you’ve 
done, or where ever 
you are in life. You 
are loved by God 
which means, You 
are welcome here at  
Immanuel. God’s 
grace is given freely, 
not earned.  So what-
ever journey you are 
on, God led you here  
today. We thank you 
for coming and hope 
to see you again 
soon. 
 
Visitors, welcome to 
worship!  If you are 
interested in knowing 
more about our  
congregation please 
speak to Pastor Justin 
or call the church 
office! Contact info is 
on the back of this 
bulletin. 
 
We Encourage all  
Children who can 
read, to follow along 
in the bulletin during 
our worship service. 

Parental Prayer (while holding a rock, after prayer concludes place in baptis-
mal Font) 
 
“God,  another rite of passage has come and gone. This is my child you have 
given me. I am thankful and proud. A mix of emotions, one I’ve known all 
the years I’ve shared this precious child with you. Today, I know you share 
many of these feelings, for you are a father of great passion and joy. You 
share all perhaps except the apprehension. You never fear, because you are 
love, and perfect love drives out fear. You are a parent who knows no fear! I 
need that today. I once again choose to release her to you. I have had to do 
this many times already: the first day of kindergarten, when the driver’s  
license came in the mail, on that first date. All we can do is pray for your 
hand, which reaches to protect when ours cannot. I say in faith, (‘God, bless 
and keep her, make your face shine upon her and be gracious to her, and look 
on her with favor and grant her peace.’ In the name of Jesus…Amen”) 
 

Family and Graduates are given a quilt  
 

Dear Friends in Christ, there was a day when your parents held you in their 
arms and rocked you to sleep. They cuddled you in a blanket to keep you 
warm, safe and comforted. Very soon you will be launching a new life, away 
from the safety and security of this home, family, church and community. As 
you go out into the world, may this quilt be a reminder of your 
parents’ love and the nurture of this Christian community. 
 

(Parents/Friends stand with back to the altar and with child facing them, 
wrap quilt around child’s shoulders, leaving hands on shoulders while they 
repeat the blessing, following the pastor’s prompts.) 
 

Parent(s): __________, I come this day before God to bless you and thank 
Him for your life. You have given my life a deeper meaning and calling. 
Through you, I have experienced God’s love, joy and forgiveness. Wherever 
you go, whatever you do, my love goes with you; you will always be part of 
my heart. May this quilt remind you of the warmth of my love, the care of 
this faith community and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. And on those nights 
when I cannot wrap you in my arms, wrap yourself in this quilt and know 
that in God’s family you are never alone. 
 

We invite you to  
follow the service and 
take part in a way that 
feels right to you. 
 
P = Pastor 
L = Leader 
C = Congregation 
R = Reader 
 
Sections in bold are to 
be read by the  
congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s Scripture 
 

Genesis  1:1-5,25-31 
2:1-2 

Psalm     8 
2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
Matthew        28:16-20 
 

Today’s Hymns 
 
Hymn        #413 ELW 
Hymn        #513 ELW 
Hymn        #412 ELW 
Hymn        #414 ELW 



(Continued Senior Recognition)  
 
P: Lord Jesus, you have said that your followers must be the light to the  
world. Light propagates itself, dispels darkness. It sows rays of joy and hope. 
It is life-giving. Help this Graduate, Lord, to be a light to this world, so that 
their lives radiate your message of love, hope, and joy. May they be the bea-
cons leading to You for those who seek truth. 
 

C: We send you forth with all our love, all our reverence, all of our perse-
verance, and all of our support. Strive for only the best rewards that life 
has to offer you and may the love of Christ shine through you. 
 

P: Christ is the light of all people. Let him shine in you during tough times 
and always keep that light alive. 
 

C: Let Christ’s light shine always. Thanks be to God. 
 
OPENING HYMN: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty           #413 ELW 

(v.v. 2,3,4)  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
We pray for grace to hear God’s voice and a heart to respond. 
I am ready to listen. Help me to listen to the rhythm of each day, day by 
day, so that I am not overwhelmed with thoughts of the future. 
Yet guide me into that future so that I know who and whose I am. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC:  
                 
CHILDREN’S SERMON: 
 
NOISY OFFERING 
 
FIRST READING:                                         Genesis 1:1-5,25-31—2:1-2 
At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God 
the life-giving Spirit form the earth and all its inhabitants. God sees that all 
this created work is good and then rests on the seventh day. 
 

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was 
a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from 
God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, "Let there be light"; 
and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separat-
ed the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
25God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of  
every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And 
God saw that it was good. 26Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our 
image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of  

Happy Birthday  
this week!   
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Philip Larson 
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Diane Rothe 

8 

Stacy Burnside 

Izabella yost 

9 

Michael DeVault 

Soua Carlson 

10 

Sharon Thiel 

James Wiik 

 

the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon 
the earth." 27So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God 
he created them; male and female he created them. 28God blessed them, 
and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and sub-
due it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 
air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth." 29God said, 
"See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all 
the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 
30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to every-
thing that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have 
given every green plant for food." And it was so. 31God saw everything that 
he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the sixth day.2:1Thus the heavens and the earth were 
finished, and all their multitude. 2And on the seventh day God finished the 
work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work 
that he had done.  
 
PSALM:                                                                                     Psalm 8 
 

R: O LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!— 
C: you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of  
     infants and children; you have set up a fortress against your  
     enemies, to silence the foe and avenger. 
R: When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
     the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
C: what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 
     human beings that you should care for them? 
R: Yet you have made them little less than divine; 
     with glory and honor you crown them. 
C: You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 
     you have put all things under their feet: 
R: all flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field, 
C: the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 
      and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 
R: O LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 
 

Thank you for helping 
lead worship today! 
 
Pastor:  
Justin Fenger 
 

Organist: 
Momoh Freeman 
 

Special Music: 
Mark on Trombone for 
Hymns 
 

Reader:  
Bob Stirling 
 

Ushers:  
Norm Peterson & 
Bob Stirling 
 

Sound Tech:  
Dave Rue 
 

Camera Tech: 
Matt Oknich 
 

Communion Ushers: 
Julie Weller, Bob Rothe 
& Steve Peterson 
 

Children’s Sermon: 
Pastor Justin 
 

Altar Guild: White 
Merrie Tolzmann 
 

Head Usher: 
Marty Johnson 
 

Coffee Servers: 
Naomi Circle 



SECOND READING:                                      2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to 
Christian fellowship grounded in the triune harmony of Christ's grace, 
God's love, and the Spirit's partnership. 
 

[Paul writes:] 11Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in 
order, listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and 
the God of love and peace will be with you. 12Greet one another with a 
holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 13The grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
all of you. 
 

The word of the Lord                     Thanks be to God 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Listen God Is Calling (v.2) #513 ELW 
 
GOSPEL:                                                                  Matthew 28:16-20 
 

Glory to you O Lord 
After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and 
commissions them to baptize and teach all nations in the name of  
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which 
Jesus had directed them. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; 
but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey every-
thing that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you  
always, to the end of the age." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord                Praise to you, O Christ 
 
SERMON: 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Come, Join The Dance of Trinity  #412 ELW 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 

 
God of grace,                           hear our prayer. 

 
OFFERTORY:        
 

Immanuel Church  
Calendar This Week 

 

Sunday, June 4 
9:30 Communion Worship  
        Service Live and Online,  
        W/Noisy Offering  and   
        Senior Recognition 
10:30 Coffee Served:  
11:00 Counters count offering 
 

Monday, June 5 
9-5 Office Hours 
10:00 WOW Practice 
7:30 Zoom Bible Study 
 

Tuesday, June 6 
9-5 Office Hours 
9:00 Worship Team Meets 
6:00 Joyful Noise Rehearsal  
        @ ILC 
 

Wednesday, June 7 
9-4:30 Office Hours 
12:00 Deadline for bulletin  
        Info 
1:30 Prayer Shawl Meets 
2:00 Bulletins Printed 
5:30 Patty Melts @ Ball Park 
6:30 Harmony in the Park 
        Lindstrom 
 

Thursday, June 8 
 

Friday, June 9 
3:00-6:00 Farmers Market 
 

Saturday, June 10 
 

Sunday, June 11 
9:30 Worship Service Live  
        and Online W/Joyful  
        Noise & Prayer Shawl  
        Dedication 
10:30 Coffee Served:  
11:00 Counters count offering 

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS: 
 

Create  in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 
me. Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy 
Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold 
me with your free Spirit. 

         
OFFERTORY PRAYER: 
 

God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good 
things. Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your 
graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your love, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
HOLY  COMMUNION: One Bread One Body             Momoh Freeman 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION: 
 
All people are called to Christ's table. Come, eat what is good. 
 

Eucharistic Invitation:  
Christ has united all the world with one holy food. All people are invited 
to this feast in remembrance of him. Come take your place among your 
siblings in the body of Christ, and be satisfied.  
 
DISTRIBUTION: 
 
COMMUNION HYMN:               
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: 
 

We thank you, generous God, 
for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table. Send us 
now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one 
who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

May 28, 2023 
Attendance: 63 

 
Weekly Giving Update: 

May 28, 2023 
 
General             $2,663.70 
Benevolence    $35.00 
Building             $80.00 
Loose      $5.00 
Mem. Day Dinner 
  $822.07 
Wor. & Music   $25.00 
Online Serv. Fee      $1.00               
Total             $3,631.77 
 



SENDING: 
 

L: We go as individuals  
C: to serve as God calls us into a world in need of his co-workers.  
L: We go as a community  
C: to serve as God calls us as living witnesses to the kingdom values of right relations.  
L: We go as the people of God  
C: to be stewards of his generous giving, and to reflect his triune love in all we do and say.  
 
CLOSING HYMN:             Holy God, We Praise Your Name (v.v.1,4)                        #414 ELW 
 

DISMISSAL: 
 

Go in peace, Share the harvest.                             Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE:      
 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations 
(except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian  
Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 
THANK YOU 

 

Thank you to KLM FARMS for 12 rolls of sod for the cemetery at no charge. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

Special Prayer, this day for Sadie Hunter: The family of Kaili Rambow… Our prayers are with 
you. Please pray for youth group on mission trip June 10th-18th to North Carolina. 
 
Almelund Farmers Market Began its 16th Season on Friday, May 26th at Rod's Country 
Corner!  
Come Friday afternoons from 3-6pm and check out the local items…  
annuals, perennials and garden plants, asparagus, rhubarb, eggs,  
maple syrup, honey, breads, jams/jellies, craft items and other goodies! Products change with the 
season. New vendors are encouraged and welcomed to join this fun community get-together. If 
interested, contact Pat @ 651-583-2100.  
 

Class of 2023 Baccalaureate Service  
 

Wednesday, June 7, 7:00 p.m. North Branch Area High School  
Auditorium  
 

All senior students, their families, and the public are invited and  
welcome to this non-denominational service. The service is not required but optional.  
Baccalaureate is a time where the community and the area churches gather together to honor the 
graduating class.  
This year's Baccalaureate will include music, scripture, speaker, prayer, and blessing for the Class 
of 2023.  

The Immanuel quilting group will meet June 13th from 10am-2pm. Come for coffee or join us 
for a noon potluck. We're working on quilts for our graduates & quilts for the women's shelter. 
Everyone welcome!  
 
Tune in our Daily Texts, Monday through Saturday on our Facebook 
Page @immanuellutheranchurchofalmelund  
A daily devotional time based on an Old and New Testament bible verse based on a Moravian 
Church tradition and Ground Up Grace  
Publications.   
 
COMING SOON!!  "Patty Melts" at the Almelund Lion's Ball Field beginning it's 8th sea-
son, Wednesday, June 7th and running through July 26th. Serving starts at 5:30. The "crew" will 
be cooking Patty Melts, Cheese Burgers, Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, French Fries, Cheese Curds 
with chips, candy & beverages available. What a Great Way to support the Almelund Lion's 
Club! Don't miss these fun, summer nights to meet up with friends and neighbors - See You 
There!!  
 
The American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life luminary event is going to take place on Wed 
August  2nd outside  the Chisago Lakes Lutheran Church from 6-9 pm. This event raises money 
for cancer research and supports those going through cancer treatments. I have been involved 
since 2006 when Dory Johnson invited me to my first Relay. 
 

We will be selling luminaries after church on July 16, 23 and 30th. We will also be serving coffee 
on July 16th. A donation of $10 is suggested for each luminary on which is written the name of 
the person you want to remember or honor. 
 

 Jeske Noordergraaf 
 

The ILC Connection Meets at 11:00 on Saturday, June 17th. Watch for location in the bulletin. 
 
Naomi unit meets at church on June 20 at 9:30.  We will be having our devotion at the labyrinth. 
Linda Peterson is serving.   
 
Parish Care Team meets on Wednesday, June 21st at 10:00 am.  
 
PLEASE JOIN US; SALAD LUNCHEON 
DATE: Wed., June 14, 1023 TIME: 11:00 to 1:00 
First Lutheran Church, 1000 S. Jay Ave, Rush City, MN 
(Free will Offering) Take-out Available 
 
 



 
June 4, 2023 
THE HOLY TRINITY 
 

Authority and Assurance 
 

When the eleven disciples arrived at the mountain to which Jesus had directed them, they might 
have been surprised or overwhelmed by his commission to make disciples, baptize, and teach. 
At first glance, this description of their future ministry maybe felt like a tall order. But remem-
ber, they'd been watching and learning. And on either side of these ministry specifics are prom-
ises they surely found comforting: first authority, then assurance. "All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me" (Matthew 28:18), Jesus said. This is authority in the best sense of 
the word, offered with confidence, love, and respect. The disciples are empowered to do the 
ministry Jesus is asking of them. And next, they are given assurance in these final words from 
Jesus, which serve as a benediction—"I am with you always, to the end of the age" (Matt. 
28:20). Whatever the outcome—trials, or joys that come along the way as they disciple, baptize, 
and teach—Jesus will be present with them. 
This call is not just for the eleven but for us as well. We are called to heal the brokenhearted, 
care for the earth, and work for peace in the world. This commission comes to us in baptism. 
And having been baptized in the name of the triune God whom we celebrate this festive day, the 
newly baptized—whether child or adult—is presented to the assembly and welcomed into the 
mission we share, invited to join in "giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative 
and redeeming word to all the world" (ELW, p. 231). 
Jesus sends the disciples from the mountain, and sends us empowered with the same authority 
and assurance that we do not go alone. 

Harmony in the Park; 2023 Summer Concerts Wednesday 
Nights at 6:30; Lions Park Band Shell (Next to City Hall) 
 

June 7th To August 9th  
Event starts @ 6:30pm Band starts @ 7:00pm 
All concerts are free to the public. 
Concerts will be held in the Lindstrom Community Center 
if  there is inclement weather. 


